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A FRANK LETTER – Keeping The Faith 
CMBC October 19, 2014                                   Acts13:14 – 16; 38 - 49     Galatians 1:1 – 9 

 

 Have you gotten a letter or a phone call that tells you that you have been selected to 
win a free trip? Then they tell you that you have to … and there is a list of “subject 
to’s”. 

 That is what was happening to the new believers in the region of Galatia, only this 
time the first message is true. The “subject to’s” are a lie. It confused the new 
believers of Galatia. 

 Because of that the Apostle Paul writes them a letter correcting the misinformation.  

 Over the next weeks, we will be spending time in the Book of Galatians, 
understanding why the Holy Spirit included this letter in our Bible. 
 

Paul is really very blunt in this letter. 

1. Strong Words Between Friends 

a. He says, “I am astonished, shocked”   
Gal. 1:6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called 
you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— [7] which is 
really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion 
and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. [8] But even if we or an angel 
from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, 
let him be eternally condemned! [9] As we have already said, so now I say 
again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, 
let him be eternally condemned!  
 

i. This letter is referred to as an epistle. Probably not… 
This is a letter to a church that is in trouble and Paul fires off a letter to 
them. 

ii. All of Paul’s letters are written to churches that are struggling with one 
problem or another. None are perfect. 
 

b. “O foolish Galatians”    
Gal. 3:1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very 
eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. [2] I would like to learn 
just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by 
believing what you heard? [3] Are you so foolish?  
 

c. “I fear for you”     
Gal. 4:9 But now that you know God—or rather are known by God—how is it 
that you are turning back to those weak and miserable principles? Do you wish 
to be enslaved by them all over again? [10] You are observing special days 
and months and seasons and years! [11] I fear for you, that somehow I have 
wasted my efforts on you.  
 

d. And there are more frank statements. 
e. At the same time, his message is about grace and he expresses that 

graciousness as well. 
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2. Paul’s Connections With Galatia 

a. Paul’s home state 
i. Galatia is part of southern Turkey  
ii. Tarsus, Paul’s home town is part of Galatia 
iii. Antioch, Paul’s home church is part of Galatia 
iv. Paul is a Turkish Jew 
v. Remember? It was in Galatia that followers of Jesus were first called 

“Christians” 
vi. Paul is writing to his country men 
vii. He understood the Galatia culture and mindset 

 
b. Paul’s missionary journey 

i. Not surprising that Paul’s first missionary journey was in Galatia 
ii. He had a heart for these people 
iii. He planted theses churches with Barnabas. 

He spent a good deal of time getting these churches established as we 
read in Acts14:3  
The apostles stayed there a long time, preaching boldly about the grace 
of the Lord. And the Lord proved their message was true by giving them 
power to do miraculous signs and wonders.  

iv. Set up elders in each church to oversee these churches 
v. It took a major vision from God to get Paul to go beyond Galatia, into 

Europe – Greece.  
vi. So he had a heart for these people, and now was shocked with how 

easily they had been led astray, and angry with those who did this. 
 

What was the twisting of the Gospel message about? 

3. Twisting The Gospel Message 

a. Adding tradition 
i. It was the Jewish people from Jerusalem who came up into this area to 

try keep the Jewish culture and tradition in the Gospel 
ii. At first they opposed the Gospel;  

Now they were adding to the Gospel 
iii. Christianity was born out of the Jewish culture, out of the Jewish faith. 

1. So you have to keep the Jewish laws they said 
2. Circumcision, feast days, and more 

iv. Paul says they perverted the Gospel 
 

b. Making the Gospel less offensive 
i. Paul says that one of the reasons they were adding this to the Gospel 

was to make it less offensive, and therefore not face the persecution 
ii. Look at what Paul had to face 
iii. Acts13: [44] On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to 

hear the word of the Lord. [45] When the Jews saw the crowds, they 
were filled with jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was 
saying.  

iv. In one of the towns we read Acts 14:19 Then some Jews arrived from 
Antioch and Iconium and won the crowds to their side. They stoned 
Paul and dragged him out of town, thinking he was dead.  
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v. If Paul had required the keeping of Jewish laws, he would likely never 
faced this kind of persecution. 
 

c. Attacking Paul’s right to preach the Gospel of grace. 
i. Accused Paul of not being and Apostle 
ii. Although none of these people were apostles. It was a power struggle. 

4:17 Those people are zealous to win you over, but for no good. What 
they want is to alienate you [from us], so that you may be zealous for 
them.  

iii. Convincing the Galatians churches that Paul didn’t have the authority to 
preach the Gospel of salvation through faith alone. 
 

iv. Well, what about that? 
 

4. Paul’s Authority From God 

a. Called by God 
i. That is how Paul begins this letter 
ii. Gal. 1:1 Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus 

Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— [2] and all 
the brothers with me,  

iii. God was specific about Paul being called to preach to the Gentiles at 
the time of his conversion. 

iv. Paul tells them his story. 
[13] For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how 
intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. [14] I 
was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age and was 
extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 
(Tell his story.) 
Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen 
instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and 
before the people of Israel. [16] I will show him how much he must 
suffer for my name.”  
 

b. Taught by God 
i. [12] I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I 

received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.  
[15] But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his 
grace, was pleased [16] to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach 
him among the Gentiles, I did not consult any man, [17] nor did I go up 
to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went 
immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus.  
[18] Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted 
with Peter and stayed with him fifteen days. [19] I saw none of the other 
apostles—only James, the Lord's brother. [20] I assure you before God 
that what I am writing you is no lie. [21] Later I went to Syria and Cilicia. 
[22] I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in 
Christ. [23] They only heard the report: “The man who formerly 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 
[24] And they praised God because of me. 
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c. Confirmed by God’s leaders 
i. [2:1] Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with 

Barnabas. I took Titus along also. [2] I went in response to a revelation 
and set before them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. But I 
did this privately to those who seemed to be leaders, for fear that I was 
running or had run my race in vain. [3] Yet not even Titus, who was with 
me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. 
[4] [This matter arose] because some false brothers had infiltrated our 
ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us 
slaves. [5] We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of 
the gospel might remain with you.  

ii.  [6] As for those who seemed to be important…those men added 
nothing to my message. [7] On the contrary, they saw that I had been 
entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as 
Peter had been to the Jews.  [8] For God, who was at work in the 
ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my 
ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles. [9] James, Peter and John, those 
reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed 
that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews. [10] All they 
asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very 
thing I was eager to do.  
 

iii. So Paul puts to rest for these Galatian Christians that his message 
comes from God and is consistent with what is being preached by the 
Apostles. 
 

iv. We will be looking at that message and reminding ourselves of what 
that means in our faith. 
 

5. A Passion For The Gospel’s Good News 

a. All of this is driven by Paul’s passion to preach this wonderful news that we 
are saved by God’s grace and that we live the Christian life by faith. 

i. His plea with the Galatian Christians is to keep the faith in Jesus alone. 
“Stand firm!” he says to them. 

ii. Without Paul’s passion, Christianity might well have just become 
another Jewish sect. 
 

b. Things haven’t changed much today the challenge to salvation through 
Christ’s grace is as real today as it was then. 

c. There are two extremes today  
i. The one says that since Christianity is nor of works but thru the grace of 

God,  
1. No matter what you do, you are saved. 
2. It is a licence to sin 
3. This also leads to saying if God is the one who saves, that the 

choice is His alone, and there is nothing you can do to choose to 
be saved. 



5 
 

ii. The other extreme is that, yes you are saved by grace of God, but if 
you don’t keep the requirements of being a Christian, (keep the rules – 
MY set of rules) you are not really a Christian. 

1. There is the law of Christ, but that is quite different from the Law 
of Moses which these perverters were requiring, or the rules that 
sometimes people require today. 

d. We will be examine what Paul is saying and look to be clear on it for 
ourselves, and to find the passion Paul has for the true Gospel. 
 

 


