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IN STEP WITH GOD 
CMBC September 28, 2014                                                                    1 Samuel 13 – 14 

 

There are times when we are overwhelmed with our circumstances. 
The enemy seems to be everywhere, and it seems that God is so distant. 
That was the case for King Saul and the nation of Israel as recorded in  
1 Samuel chapter 13 & 14. 
 
1. Intimidated by the overwhelming enemy 

a. The Philistines were overrunning the land 
i. They were coming down from the north when in fact their 

home land was south east of Israel – where Gaza is today. 
ii. The Philistines had gotten rid of all blacksmiths in Israel. 

1 Sam.13:19  Not a blacksmith could be found in the whole 
land of Israel, because the Philistines had said, “Otherwise 
the Hebrews will make swords or spears!” [20] So all Israel 
went down to the Philistines to have their plowshares, 
mattocks, axes and sickles  sharpened. [21] The price was 
two thirds of a shekel  for sharpening plowshares and 
mattocks, and a third of a shekel  for sharpening forks and 
axes and for repointing goads.  

iii. Only King Saul and Johnathan had swords 
b. The Philistines had come with: 

i. 3,000 chariots 
ii. 6,000 chariot men 
iii. Foot soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore 

(13:5) 
c. King Saul had gathered 3,000 men – without swords or spears 

i. 2,400 had fled 
ii. 600 were left 

d. It was an overwhelming situation 
e. The Philistines had gathered in the Micmash pass 

i. PICTURES OF MICMASH 
ii. A narrow valley just north of Jerusalem, that was a key pass 

between Jericho and the western part of Israel. 
iii. They had positioned themselves high up on the cliffs of the 

valley.  
iv. It looked very bad for Israel. 

f. The fear of King Saul and his soldiers 
i. They hid in caves and behind rocks 
ii. Saul was safe a few kilometers back in Gibeah 
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g. Our overwhelming problems 
i. Sometime we just live with the Philistines – we just live in 

defeated 
ii. Sometimes we are afraid to face the enemy and retreat into 

our same old routine 
 

But there is a different attitude with King Saul’s son Johnathan. 
 

2. Maybe God is at work 
a. 1 Sam 14:1 One day Jonathan son of Saul said to the young man 

bearing his armor, “Come, let's go over to the Philistine outpost on 
the other side.” Perhaps the LORD will act in our behalf. Nothing 
can hinder the LORD from saving, whether by many or by few.”  

b. Johnathan knew that God could deliver them out of this enemy 
i. The circumstances didn’t look promising 
ii. But let’s test the purposes of God 
iii. 14:8 “We will cross over toward the men and let them see us. 

[9] If they say to us, ‘Wait there until we come to you,' we will 
stay where we are and not go up to them. [10] But if they say, 
‘Come up to us,' we will climb up, because that will be our 
sign that the LORD has given them into our hands.”  

c. That is exactly what happened,  
i. Johnathan and his armour bearer went up  
ii. Climbing on their hands and knees up the cliff 
iii. and engaged the enemy. 

 
3. God waiting for us to act 

a. When Johnathan reached the summit, God sent an earthquake, 
and the enemy, in confusion, began fighting each other and fled. 
[15] Then panic struck the whole army—those in the camp and 
field, and those in the outposts and raiding parties—and the ground 
shook. It was a panic sent by God.  

i. Johnathan never expected that he, with all of his skill, would 
be able to defeat the enemy. 

ii. His confidence was in God 
b. He believed that God would destroy the enemy 

 
c. Why didn’t God bring the earthquake and the confusion sooner, 

even before Johnathan got to the top of the hill? 
i. God is looking for someone who will have the faith and trust 

in him 
ii. Here is what God had promised: 

Deut. 28:7 The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up 
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against you will be defeated before you. They will come at 
you from one direction but flee from you in seven.  
Joshua 23:10 One of you routs a thousand, because the 
LORD your God fights for you, just as he promised. [11] So 
be very careful to love the LORD your God.  

iii. Here is something else that God had told the people of Israel 
iv. Judges 2:20 Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel 

and said, “Because this nation has violated the covenant that 
I laid down for their forefathers and has not listened to me, 
[21] I will no longer drive out before them any of the nations 
Joshua left when he died. [22] I will use them to test Israel 
and see whether they will keep the way of the LORD and 
walk in it as their forefathers did.”  

v. God is not saying that Israel will be defeated, rather that the 
enemy is there to test their obedience and trust in God. 

 
vi. Johnathan believed God even though the circumstances 

seemed grim. 
 

d. God is waiting for us to act 
 

4. A growing confidence in God 
a. When Johnathan stepped out in faith, then Saul and the rest of the 

army took courage 
b. Johnathan had the support of his armour bearer, and the armour 

bearer had Johnathan 
c. We stand strong together 
d. Even some of the soldiers who had joined the Philistines, came 

back to join the fight 
1 Sam 14:21 Those Hebrews who had previously been with the 
Philistines and had gone up with them to their camp went over to 
the Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan.  

e. Some of the soldiers who had run to hide, came back to join the 
fight 
1 Sam 14:22 When all the Israelites who had hidden in the hill 
country of Ephraim heard that the Philistines were on the run, they 
joined the battle in hot pursuit. [23] So the LORD rescued Israel 
that day,  
 

f. Someone is waiting for you to have the courage in God’s promises 
to face your enemy with God’s help 
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5. The real battle is in the heart 
a. It is clear that the real enemy is not the Philistines 

i. God is able to deal with them 
ii. The real battle is in the heart 

1. Will I be humble before God 
2. Will I be obedient to God 
3. Will I submit to God 
4. Will I trust in God’s promises 
5. Will I allow God to be supreme 

b. When can I put God to the test as did Johnathan 
i. Is it about the kingdom of God? 
ii. Is it about my spiritual growth? 
iii. Or is it about my fleshly desires? 

1. My wants? 
2. My peace? 

iv. I want God to do it, but I don’t want to take the risk, I don’t 
want to fight. 

c. God looks for those who will risk for His purposes, who will set 
aside their privileges, who will sacrifice 
 

6. When is old too old 
a. When am I too old to have the vision and courage of Johnathan 

i. To take the risks 
b. Never! 
c. You still have enemies in your life 
d. You still take the risk for others who are threatened 
e. You more than ever have the privilege to encourage others. 

 


