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NOW SEE JESUS! 
CMBC September 7, 2014                                                                          John 17:1 – 19 

 
I am always surprised and delighted to hear the life story of an elderly person.  
We knew them only as a 80 or 90 year old who was pretty much in the 
background. 
Then you hear the amazing story of their life. A person you never knew. And 
now blown away by who he or she was and what they accomplished. 
 
It is just the opposite with Jesus – we knowing what he was here on earth and 
not so sure about what he is in heaven.  
Jesus gives us a glimpse of what that change will be as we hear his prayer 
recorded for us in John 17. 
 
1. Listening In On Jesus Talking To The Father 

a. The Lord’s teaching prayer 
i. What we call “The Lord’s Prayer” is actually the teaching 

prayer, teaching his disciples to how to pray.  
ii. Listen to it. Say it with me: 

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
[10] Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven. [11] Give us this day our daily bread. [12] And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. [13] And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
(Matthew 6:9 – 13) 

iii. The part that really gives away the fact that this prayer is for 
us and not for Jesus is: “Forgive us our debts…” or as Luke 
says, “Forgive us our sins…” 

iv. This is a prayer to teach us to pray. 
 

b. John 17 is Jesus’ prayer – his own prayer\ 
i. We are listening in on his conversation with the Father 

ILL. When I was hoping to marry Ruth, I had a very personal 
conversation with her Dad, asking for his permission. A 
couple of Ruth’s brothers were hiding around the corner 
listening in on that conversation. They retold that story to the 
family gathered for our anniversary celebration this summer. 
We are very privileged to listen in to this conversation with 
Jesus and the Father. 

ii. He prays first of all for himself 
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iii. Then he prays for his disciples 
[6] “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of 
the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they 
have obeyed your word.  
[11]  Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name so 
that they may be one as we are one.  
 

iv. Then he prays for us 
[20] “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those 
who will believe in me through their message, [21] that all of 
them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 
you.  

v. The whole prayer is a prayer that we need to listen to very 
carefully 

vi. It is a prayer that gives us insight into the heart of Jesus 
 

vii. I want to focus in on the first part of Jesus’ prayer 
 

2. The Time Has Come 
The first thing Jesus says in this prayer is “Father, the time has come.”  

a. When the time was not yet  
i. There are 5 times in John’s Gospel that we read that the time 

has not come. 
1. When his mother asks him to help with the wine at the 

wedding feast, and Jesus says, “Why do you involve 
me? My time has not yet come.”  

2. Another time when his doubting brothers suggested 
that if he was the real Christ, why not go to Jerusalem 
and prove who he was, and he said, “The right time for 
me has not yet come;  

3. On another occasion the leaders wanted to kill him, but 
he managed to slip away, “Because,” we read, “his 
time had yet not come.” 
 

b. But now it is the time 
i. Now Jesus says, as he begins this prayer, “Father, the time 

has come.” 
ii. What makes our listening in to this prayer so important is that 

Jesus is talking to the Father just hours before he is arrested, 
and all of the events in the following hours that will lead to his 
crucifixion. 
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3. Glorify Your Son 
His very next words are, “Glorify your Son,”  
 

a. This is not a self-image request 
i. This isn’t about his ego, “Show them who I really am.” 
ii. This isn’t about pride or reputation 

 
b. A glorious wonderful request 

i. What Jesus is asking here makes all of us hold our breath, 
because the answer to this prayer matters very much to us 
all: Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 

ii. Our whole eternity hangs on this request 
iii. What does “Glorify” mean? 
iv. ILL. If we come to your place for a meal and we say, “Wow! 

What an incredible meal. We have never eaten like this.” We 
are glorifying the meal, but even more so, glorifying you as 
the cook. 

v. God’s primary purpose here on this earth is to do something 
that seems  impossible.  

1. We have sinned and are hopelessly separated from 
God. 

2. God’s holiness and our sin are like light and darkness, 
the Bible tells us. It is impossible for the two to be 
together. 

3. Sin causes eternal death, eternal destruction, eternal 
hell and there was nothing we could do about that. 

4. God’s plan was to take the death and damnation in our 
place. God’s plan was that God the Son would come to 
earth to die in our place, to take our punishment. 

5. To do that he would need to come as a man, so that he 
could die. Which meant leaving all of his glory and 
humbly becoming a man, despised by the very people 
he created, the very people he was coming to save. 

6. We do not deserve this. God has no obligation to do 
this for us. But he is willing to do it. 

7. If this works, can you imagine the glory that would 
come to God? The evidence of his amazing love and 
unbelievable grace? 
 

vi. And now the Son is saying, “The time has come.” 
vii. If the Father doesn’t accept and honour what the Son is 

doing, it is over. Over for us. 
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viii. So we listen in to this conversation between the Son and the 
Father, and the Son says: Father the time has come. Glorify 
your Son, that your Son may glorify you. And we hold our 
breath. 

ix. And then he adds: [2] For you granted him (the Son) 
authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all 
those you have given him. [3] Now this is eternal life: that 
they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent.  

x. This is the plan God the Father and the Son had made, and 
the Father gave Him the authority to carry it out. So Jesus 
says, “Now glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 
 

Then Jesus adds: [4] I have brought you glory on earth by completing the 
work you gave me to do. [5] And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with 
the glory I had with you before the world began.  
4. See Jesus Now 

a. The Jesus John knew 
i. The Jesus John knew was the carpenter from Galilee who 

had met him on the sea shore and invited him to follow him. 
ii. John had seen him hungry, tired, emotional,  
iii. He saw him as a great teacher, challenging the legalistic, 

hypocritical, misleading religious leaders of the day. 
iv. He saw him perform spectacular miracles 
v. John saw him as an intimate friend. They had a special 

relationship, even among the disciples. He was the one who 
at the table, “leaned on Jesus breast”. 

vi. John saw him as a great potential leader of the Jews, a 
deliverer from the Roman oppression, the makings of a king. 

vii. But John also saw him beaten, bleeding, nailed to a cross 
and die. 

viii. When you think of Jesus and pray to him, what image do you 
have? 
 

b. The glorified Jesus John saw 
i. Jesus prayed, Father, glorify me in your presence with the 

glory I had with you before the world began.  
ii. Jesus is talking about the glory he, God the Son, had from 

eternity past. 
iii. What do you suppose that was like? 
iv. Well here is the Jesus John saw later. Revelation 1 

Remember the image John had of Jesus up to now.  
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v. John writes, I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 
…[12] I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to 
me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 
[13] and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of 
man,”  dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a 
golden sash around his chest. [14] His head and hair were 
white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like 
blazing fire. [15] His feet were like bronze glowing in a 
furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 
[16] In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his 
mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like 
the sun shining in all its brilliance.  
[17] When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.  

vi. This is the glorified Jesus. The description can’t even begin 
to give us the full picture. This is the image of the One who 
“finished the work” the Father had sent him to do. And now 
he is glorified – the awesome God the Son. 

vii. John had known this Son while he was here on this earth, 
Jesus. Jesus was his closest friend.  But now he saw the Son 
glorified. 

viii. He had thought him to be a great potential king defeating the 
Romans, but never imagined this. 

ix. He fell at His feet as dead 
x. But he then with these words he recognized that this was 

Jesus: Rev. 1:17 Then he placed his right hand on me and 
said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. [18] I am 
the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever 
and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.  
 

5. A Transforming Glimpse  
a. The only Jesus you’ve talked to 

i. What John saw here, is the only Jesus you have ever prayed 
to. 

ii. This is the Jesus that says to you, Behold, I stand at the door 
of your life and knock. If anyone will open the door, I will 
come in. It is this glorified Jesus. 

iii. This is the Jesus that lives in your life. 
iv. This is the Jesus that says, “Let me take control of your life.” 
v. This is what Jesus meant when he prayed, just hours before 

he sacrificed his life for you, Father the time has come. 
Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 
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vi. This is the Jesus who when he prayed for you in the prayer 
we were able to listen in on, he said about you,  I pray also 
for those who will believe in me through their message, 
[21] that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in 
me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me. [22] I have given them 
the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are 
one: [23] I in them and you in me. May they be brought to 
complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and 
have loved them even as you have loved me. 
[24] “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me 
where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given 
me because you loved me before the creation of the world.  
[25] “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, 
I know you, and they know that you have sent me. [26] I have 
made you known to them, and will continue to make you 
known in order that the love you have for me may be in them 
and that I myself may be in them.”  
 

b. Transforming how we live with Him 
i. When we understand and know this Jesus, we look to him to 

transform how we live.  
ii. We accept his Lordship over our lives 
iii. We accept his correction in our lives 
iv. We accept the sacrifice he allows in our lives 

c. Influencing how we worship Him 
i. Knowing this Jesus influences how we worship him 
ii. We come into his presence not casual, going through the 

motions 
iii. This is the Jesus that is here, listening to our prayers, looking 

for our praise, seeking for us to recognize his glory 
iv. This is the one that he has told us to tell all the world about 

d. And when we come to the Lord’s Supper this evening, this is the 
Jesus we remember. 

 


