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RAISING UP THE NEXT CHURCH 
CMBC June 8, 2014                                                                                 Psalm 78:1 - 72 

 
There is a popular saying that goes around church circles: “God has no 
grandchildren”. It is intended to say that none of us come into the family of 
God just because our parents were believers. Each of us are born into God’s 
family by making our own commitment to trust God for our salvation. 
 
In another sense, God does have grandchildren, in so far that each 
generation has been given by God the privilege of telling the Gospel message 
to the next generation, raising up the next church. 
 
The 2 churches I grew up in are now lead by the grandchildren of the leaders 
that were there when I was young. 
 
The church I planted in Edmonton now has leaders that were babies in the 
church when we started, and many of them came from homes that were 
unchurched and unbelieving. Their pastor today is one of those. 
 
That is how it has been for every church. 
God’s instructions to every generation is to raising up the next church, the 
next witness for the generation after that. 
 
1. Commissioned by God for the future generations  

a. God has commissioned each generation to pass on the teaching 
about God. 
i. We couldn’t all be there at the creation of Garden of Eden, or 

the day Adam and Eve heard from God about the 
consequences of their sin. or with Moses on Mount Sinai,  

ii. But God was very specific in telling one generation to tell the 
next generation about God and how to have a relationship with 
God. 

b. Somewhere between Noah and Abraham one generation had failed 
to instruct the next generation about God, and it resulted in an evil 
mess. 

c. So God started again with Abraham, who passed it on to Isaac, and 
he to his son Jacob, and on to Jacob’s family. And with them God 
made very clear their responsibility to tell the next generation. 

d. That this what Psalm 78 teaches us. It is a song they sang at their 
worship. 
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[1] O my people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my 
mouth.  
[2] I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter hidden things, 
things from of old—  
[3] what we have heard and known, what our fathers have told us.  
[4] We will not hide them from their children; we will tell the next 
generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, his power, and 
the wonders he has done.  
[5] He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in 
Israel, which he commanded our forefathers to teach their 
children,  
[6] so the next generation would know them, even the children yet 
to be born, and they in turn would tell their children.  
[7] Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his 
deeds but would keep his commands.  
[8] They would not be like their forefathers— a stubborn and 
rebellious generation, whose hearts were not loyal to God, whose 
spirits were not faithful to him.  

e. It is not that God doesn’t speak to the next generations, but He is 
specific about our responsibility.  

f. Two thing are key in that responsibility to tell the next generation 
i. Our own understanding and spiritual growth is made stronger 
ii. God includes us a partners of His great kingdom. Think of that! 

What a privilege! 
g. This Psalm is not just a prayer for the next generation, but a prayer 

for this generation to fulfill their responsibilities. 
h. If the next generation is going to know the LORD and trust in Him, 

we have to tell them the stories of God and His truths. 
 

2. A vision for the future of the child 
a. 75% of Christ followers accepted Jesus before they were 18 years 

old 
b. The most crucial age is 14 years of age 

Vs. 6 even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell 
their children.  
 

c. Here is the vision: Rescue them from slipping of the last generations 
Vs. 8 (That) They would not be like their forefathers— a stubborn 
and rebellious generation, whose hearts were not loyal to God, 
whose spirits were not faithful to him.  

d. Believe what influence you can have in this child’s future. 
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3. A vision for the future church 
a. What will the church look like in 20 years 
b. We need to be intentional 
c. 30 years ago the first staff member hired by the church was a youth 

pastor or a CE director. Today it is a worship leaders. 
d. Don’t lose sight of the next generation. 
e. What sacrifices are we willing to make to reach them and teach 

them? 
f. Our AWANA program 
g. ILL. Representative from Millar Bible College who was taken to 

Sunday School by a neighbour 
h. Here is what WE can do: reach out to the grandparents so that they 

can be an Godly influence to their children. 
i. There is hope for a strong church in this next generation 

 
4. A vision for the world 

a. The world needs people with a vision to change communities 
b. ILL. Wes and Kim Jansen in the Ukraine 

 
5. Teaching and modeling 

a. It is not just about teaching with words and lectures 
b. More is taught by what is seen by children 

SONG 
What you are speaks so loud that the world can't hear what you say 
They're looking at your walk, not listening to your talk 
They're judging by your actions everyday 
Don't believe you'll deceive by claiming what you've never known 
They'll accept what they see and know you to be 
They'll judge by your life alone 
 

c. Show them how to love, how to forgive, to worship, to know God 
every day. 
 

6. Learning from real life experience 
a. The Psalm goes on to talk about real life situations which help to 

understand God 
b. This is where WE come in – we who have years of experience 
c. There are stories, in this Psalm, about how God could be trusted in 

difficult circumstance 
d. There are stories about how the forefathers failed, and the mess 

that resulted, even consequences that still existed 
e. Again and again we read 

http://wiki.answers.com/Q/Discuss:What_you_are_speaks_so_loud_that_the_world_can't_hear_what_you_say
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[36] But then they would flatter him with their mouths, lying to him 
with their tongues; [37] their hearts were not loyal to him, they were 
not faithful to his covenant. [38] Yet he was merciful; he forgave 
their iniquities  

f. How will children understand how and why we admit to our sins and 
shortcomings and confess them to God? 

g. Tell the story.  
i. Not just your victories or how difficult people made it for you 
ii. Tell them about how bad you made it for others and how you 

dealt with it and how God forgave you 
iii. Tell them about the struggles you have even yet 

 
7. Understanding God’s truth 

a. But not just the stories 
b. Teach them the truths of God 

i. How God convicts 
ii. How the Holy Spirit is present 
iii. How you pray 
iv. Tell them about sanctification, what it means to grow in our 

obedience to God 
v. Show them how to tell their next generation 

 
8. Rules and relationship 

a. It is easy to talk to them about rules 
i. Help them understand the why of the rules and be show them 

where the bases of the rules is found in the Bible 
ii. Teach them how to decide what is right and wrong 

 
b. But teach them as well about relationships 

i. A relationship you have with them 
ii. Show them love 
iii. Show them grace in forthrightness 
iv. Cheer them on 
v. Teach them about trust and how to handle broken trust 

 
c. Help them see what a deep, open relationship with God looks like 

 
9. Look at all the wounded 

a. We live at a time when there are many wounded in the next 
generation 

b. Wounded by parents whose marriages are in taters and broken 
c. Wounded by abuse 
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d. Wounded by poor models, models who didn’t live what they 
preached 

e. How do we talk to a generation like that? 
f. Jesus warnings 

Matthew 18:6 But if anyone causes one of these little ones who 
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large 
millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of 
the sea.  
Then Jesus tells the story of the shepherd sacrificing himself to find 
the lost sheep, and concludes the story with: 
[14] In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of 
these little ones should be lost.  
 

10. What can a grandpa do? 
a. Pray for them 

i. Be specific 
ii. Ask them what you can pray about 
iii. Ask them to pray for you – again be specific 

b. Get involved not only with your children and grandchildren 
i. Notice them and talk to them 
ii. Help out in AWANA 
iii. Cheer the on 

c. Maybe you need to go and ask for forgiveness 
d. Some of us have children, our next generation, whose hearts have 

grown cold toward God. Never give up 
e. ILL. Passing the baton 

 
 


