
1 
 

RENEWAL FOR A NEW YEAR 
CMBC January 4, 2015                                                                         Revelation 2:1 – 6 

 

 The song “Jesus At The Center Of It All” is a great song of renewal.  

 You would think that followers of Jesus would never have to be reminded 
of that.  

 It only makes sense that Jesus is really the center of everything in our 
lives.  

 But even Jesus knew that we had to be reminded again and again.  

 We can so easily get caught up in keeping up doing what we are doing 
and never stop to evaluate whether Jesus really is still the center of our 
lives. 

 
ILL  Young mom always cut off the small end of the ham. When her husband 

asked why, she just assumed that was the necessary thing to do, since that is 
what her mother always did. When she called her mother, she discovered that 
her mother’s reason was that her roaster was too small, which was never the 
case for the young mother. 
 
We live in a world that is constantly in need to renewal. There are at least 
three good times to do this: New Years, Birthdays, Communion. 
 

1. LIVING IN A WORLD OF RENEWAL 
a. Everything needs renewing 

i. The car needs tuning up 
ii. The house needs new paint, new carpet, new shingles 
iii. Our shoes, our socks 
iv. We go to the dentist 
v. Computers, smart phones need regular updates 

 
b. Losing our passion 

i. Remember starting something with great enthusiasm and 
slowly the passion fades. 

ii. A new diet or exercise program 
iii. The “zip” is gone 

 
2. RENEWAL OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE 

a. God’s plan for us is a life that is filled with joy, peace, hope 
because of our relationship with Him. 
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Romans 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Galatians5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness 
and self-control.  
 

b. God’s encouragement for evaluation 
 

i. 1 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you 

are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that 
Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?  

ii. It is dangerous for us to just go along in our relationship with 
God without examining how we are doing. 
 

c. Reminded of what God wants us to be 
i. It is more than just examining. 
ii. We need to know what God wants us to be and do. 
iii. We need to know where God wants to see us grow. 
iv. That is what David had in mind when he said: 

Psalm 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test 

me and know my anxious thoughts.  [24] See if there is any 
offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  

v. This is really hard to do  
1. When you don’t understand the joy of a relationship 

with God 
2. Or when we think we are too old to be renewed 

(As I get older, I am not sure any of us think that) 
3. Even harder when we don’t like to be told that we 

have a problem.  
4. But no one is without the need for renewal. 

 
3. GOD’S CANDID EXAMPLES 

a. Elijah was exhausted 
i. Physically and emotionally drained, combined with 

discouragement over his vision for the work of God 
ii. God’s solution was first of all rest and food 
iii. Then God gave him a new task of discipling a young man, 

Elisha. 
iv. A renewed vision 
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b. Peter was thrown off track 
i. He just went through a wild, hectic turn of events 
ii. All his hopes and dreams were shattered 
iii. God’s solution was first repentance  

1. This time that was easy 
2. But he also needed a renewed sense of being 

accepted 
iv. Jesus gave him a job to do “feed my sheep” 
v. A renewed vision – make disciples 

 
c. Paul was discouraged 

i. The letdown of the response in Athens and now in Corinth 
rejected again by the Jews 

ii. God reassured him 
Acts 18:9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do 

not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. [10] For I 
am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, 
because I have many people in this city.” [11] So Paul 
stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.  

iii. God confirmed his mission 
 

d. The Church at Ephesus doing programs 
i. Great example was the Church at Ephesus 
ii. They had been very busy with lots of activities 
iii. Revelation 2:2 – 6  I know your deeds, your hard work and 

your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked 
men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles 
but are not, and have found them false. [3] You have 
persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and 
have not grown weary.  
[4] Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first 
love. [5] Remember the height from which you have fallen! 
Repent and do the things you did at first.  

iv. Jesus renewed their vision 
 

4. RENEWING THE VISION 

a. Renewing the vision of who God sees you to become 
i. You are not your own – adopted into God’s family 
ii. You are the light of the world 
iii. You are God’s workmanship 
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b. Renewing the vision of what God wants you to do 
i. God has a unique purpose and plan for you 
ii. The circumstances of your life are part of God’s purpose for 

you 
 

c. Renewing the vision of what God wants for our church 
i. We have a special purpose for our church 
ii. We together can help people grow in their faith 
iii. We can reach people with the Gospel  

 

 We all need times of renewal 

 We need to take specific time for it 
o Not just in this service 
o Personal time 
o Time with others 

 Renewal is so important 
o Otherwise we will get off track 

 It will involve renewing your vision of yourself and of the church 
 


