
1 
 

UNSEEN YET BLEIEVING 
CMBC May 4, 2014                                                                                  John 20:24 - 31 

 

 Scheduling a meeting where everyone can be present has always been a 
problem. In the case of this story, Thomas missed the meeting. 

 Actually it turned out to be beneficial for us – but more on that later. 

 When he finally did meet up with the other disciples, he discovered that he 
had missed a very significant event. 

 It was this event that has brought us to nickname him Doubting Thomas. 
o That may be unfair since the story the disciples told him was amazing 

and totally unexpected – Jesus had met with them in the flesh! 

 The Apostle John wrote the Gospel story of Jesus complete with the story 
of the resurrection. Then he adds 2 more stories. The story of Jesus 
restoring Peter and this story. Both of which are huge for us in 
understanding what the cross and the resurrection means. 
 

Here is … 
 The Value of Thomas’ Story 
Thomas says, “unless I see and touch” 

 The value of the evidence of the kind of resurrection Jesus had 

 The value of the witness of a sceptic, who wasn’t taken in by a 
dream or a vision, but found concrete evidence. 

 All very helpful for us 

 But there is more. 
 

We are not at a  disadvantage 
i. We might think that we are at a disadvantage because we 

haven’t seen or touched.  
ii. That is would then be easier to believe. 
iii. Jesus says, “Blessed are those who have not seen yet 

believe.” 
 

We “see” all we need  
iv. We have the word of the witnesses who were there 
v. John says in the last verse of his Gospel: (21:25) [25] Jesus 

did many other things as well. If every one of them were 
written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not 
have room for the books that would be written.  

vi. More evidence is not needed 
vii. We have all we need to believe 
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There is something even more important, more convincing than seeing and 
touching. 

 Saved By Believing Not Seeing 
“blessed are those who have not seen yet believe” 
 Believing Is the Gospel’s key message 

i. John’s emphasis in this Gospel is upon believing and he 
referenced believing almost 100 times in this Gospel. 

ii. John 3:16 – 18 [16] “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, * that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. [17] For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. [18] Whoever believes in him is not condemned, 
but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because he has not believed in the name of God's one and 
only Son.  

iii. John 4:39 – 42  In the story of the Samaritan Woman: 
[39] Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him 
because of the woman's testimony, “He told me everything I 
ever did.” [40] So when the Samaritans came to him, they 
urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 
[41] And because of his words many more became believers. 
[42] They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just 
because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, 
and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”  

iv. John 6:47 Jesus’ words: [47] I tell you the truth, he who 
believes has everlasting life.  

v. That word occurs almost a 100 times in this Gospel 
 

 The response to seeing miracles 
i. John also tells several stories in which there was powerful 

evidence of who Jesus was, yet it was rejected 
ii. The Sanhedrin meeting after hearing about how Jesus had 

raised Lazarus from the dead. 
John 11:47. “Here is this man performing many miraculous 

signs. [48] If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in 
him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our 
place and our nation.”  

iii. A heart that will not believe will not be convinced by miracles.  
 

 Believing Jesus Is The Son Of God 

 What you believe is important. 

 Thomas’ response was:  “my Lord and my God” 
 



3 
 

The focal point of belief is… 
i. …believing that Jesus is the Son of God and He wants to be 

Lord of your life. 
ii. You won’t understand everything – Billy Graham said in 

preaching on the cross, “You are not asked to.” 
 

We see beyond the flesh beyond the scars to what the scars mean 
iii. We don’t understand creation, but we believe in God 
iv. We don’t understand all the events of our lives, but we 

believe in a Sovereign God 
v. We don’t understand all the events of end times, but we 

believe in God’s promise 
vi. We don’t even understand all about the Bread and the Cup, 

but we believe that Jesus has saved us. 
 

Here is what you know: 
vii. You are a sinner 
viii. Jesus died to forgive your sin and give you peace with God 
ix. He was able to do this because He is the Son of God 
x. He rose again from the dead to give you eternal life. 

 
 A Heart Believing Brings New Life 

 But how can just believing bring new life? 

 It is WHO we believe in 
 A belief that invites a change of life 

i. Again John quotes Jesus: 
John 7:38 – 39 [38] Whoever believes in me, as * the 
Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within 
him.” [39] By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit 
had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.  
 

ii. Believing invites God to change our life, to forgive, to give 
eternal life 
 

 The true meaning of eternal life 
i. Eternal life is not just a long, long time 
ii. It is a changed life that begins now 
iii. It is life everlasting because of a change that Jesus made 
iv. It is Jesus in our lives 
v. “Blessed are those who have not seen yet believe.”  


