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RECOGNIZING THE KING 
CMBC January 27, 2014                                                                          Psalm 2:1 – 12 

 

 The Psalms resonate with us because they address real life, and our 
relationship with God in those real life situations. 

 The Psalmists are honest about situations of pain and healing, 
disappointments and victories, frustration and hope, anger and love, 
guilt and forgiveness, blaming and confessing. 

 It is the real stuff of life; honest with God as with a dear friend you can 
trust, with whom you can be open and vulnerable. And in it there is an 
honesty about impatience with God, embarrassment before God, 
complaining and rejoicing and celebrating. 

 We won’t study all the Psalms – that would take us more than 3 years. 
 
Psalm 1& 2 are introductions to at least the first book of Psalms, and 
maybe all the Psalms. 

 Both Psalms get it right up front – the righteous are blest and rewarded, 
those who ignore God are called wicked and they will perish. 

 These Psalms are an introduction to the guide of a fulfilled life  - a 
happy satisfying life that comes from following God’s instructions. 

 Psalm 1 lays the foundation for all the Psalms, that a fulfilled life comes 
by meditating on God’s Word, guided by God’s instructions for life, 
delighting in knowing God’s directions for living. And you hear this 
theme all through the Psalms. 

 Psalm 2 lays the foundation of recognizing the sovereignty of God, 
submitting to His plans in every area of life. Again you hear this all thru 
the Psalms. 

 Psalm 1 declares “Blessed, happy is the man who delights in the word, 
mediates day and night. Everything is a guide whether waking or 
sleeping. And whatever he does will prosper. 

 Psalm 2 declares how foolish to ignore the One by whom everything 
exists. 
How blessed, fulfilling, complete it is to totally submit to this Sovereign 
God 

 How foolish for a pilot to ignore the laws of gravity, to make up his own 
laws 

 How rewarding to take advantage of the law of gravity and enjoy 
glorious flight – to take refuge in the law of gravity 

 
Psalm 2 is like a drama divided into 4 scenes 

1. Foolish power hungry rulers plotting against God vs 1 – 3 
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2. The sovereign God laughing at their impossible foolishness vs 4 – 6 
3. The victorious Son, the Redeemer, presenting his right to be King vs 7 – 

9 
4. The Psalmist, standing firmly on God’s side, warning the foolish 

rebellious kings.  Vs 10 – 12 
 
Let’s look at those scenes. 
 

1. Conspiracy Against The LORD vs. 1 -3 
a. The rebellion against God “the rulers gather together against God” 

i. People today plotting to do away with God 
1. Denying the creator  
2. Persecuting believers – kidnappings in Egypt, 31 in 

one church area 
 

b. The foolish challenge 
i. They said, let’s break their chains 

1. Who? The LORD and the Anointed One 
2. The chains they replace are worse 
3. Law of gravity and the law of aerodynamics 

ii. It is immature and naive to think we can 
iii. Satan’s lie, “you can be like God” – come on!! 

 
Here is the next scene 

2. The Sovereignty Of The God Of All  vs. 4 - 6 
a. God, the King of all creation 

i. The One enthroned in heaven laughs 
ii. The endless space is ruled by him 
iii. Astronaut Rick Hatfield’s interview with Peter Mansbridge 
iv. He laughs – like laughing at a child who wants to pick you 

up and throw you 
 

b. His sovereign purpose never changes 
i. Nothing can change his purpose, which is to redeem man, 

to set them free from this foolish rebellion 
ii. “I have installed my King (Messiah) on the holy hill” vs 6 

1. to make the sacrifice 
2. to defend the redeemed 

 
Here is the next scene 

3. The King Declares His Dominion  vs 7 - 9 
a. The Messiah, Redeemer 
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i. I will proclaim the decree of the LORD (I AM) 
ii. Jesus isn’t just another created being 
iii. Not just a good man 
iv. This is God the Son bringing redemption 
v. Vs. 7 He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become 

your Father. ‘ 
vi. This is the statement of the Godhead, together planning 

redemption 
 

b. His heart for the nations 
i. He died for the people of all nations 
ii. They become his children 
iii. He has a passion – earnestly making the greatest sacrifice 
iv. He will bring judgement on all the wicked – those who refuse 

I will dash them to pieces like pottery vs. 9 
v. God is angry with sin – otherwise he would not be holy and 

there would be no hope for us 
 

In this scene the Psalmist steps in. 
4. Admonishment To Submit To God  vs 10 – 12 

Therefore you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
a. Reconsider the challenge against God 

i. The Psalmist steps in 
ii. Be wise, be warned 
iii. Come on!! Think this through! 

 
b. A God of refuge for us 

i. Here is opposite to rebellion – refuge in God 
ii. Submitting to His plan 
iii. Mediate on his instructions – it will bring you blessing and 

happiness and fulfillment 
iv. Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling 

1. Respect for the LORD 
2. Rejoicing with respect and with emotion 

c. And the Psalm concludes with  Blessed are all who take refuge in 
him. 

 


