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THE MANGER BABY 
CMBC December 22, 2013                                                            John 1:1 – 5, 15 – 18 

 

 If we were told that the Almighty God, the all-powerful, creator of the 
universe, the holy judge of all, would come in a visible form into our 
sanctuary this morning, it would be hard to expect that He would be 
here as a baby in a manger. 

 Moses was told that you couldn’t look on Him and survive. Our 
separation from God because of sin is deadly. It is more than being bad. 

 ILL. Being bad in church with my dad watching and me trying to hide. 
Being bad here simply meant I was in for punishment when I got back 
home. 

 My problem with God is more than that. Not just death, but eternal 
death, separation, devastating consequences. 

 It is hard then to look into this manager and see anything more than just 
a very special baby. 

 But this is God! 
 

1. THE SUPREME MYSTERY OF THE MANGER 

a. This is a staggering Christian claim 
i. We often find difficulty in understanding the atonement, Jesus 

taking our sin upon him and dying for our sins. 
ii. Or understanding the resurrection. 
iii. But the most staggering Christian claim is that Jesus of Nazareth 

was God made man, 
1. That the Almighty appeared on earth was a helpless baby 
2. Unable to do anything but lie, stare, wiggle and make gurgling 

noises. 
iv. It is here that most religions and cults have stumbled and gone 

astray 
 

b. Not an ordinary son 
i. It is very difficult for us to imagine that God would come like this. 
ii. It is interesting that we are afraid of a God that come thundering 

against sin, and at the same time are unwilling to show respect to 
a God who comes as a baby. 

iii. This is no ordinary son 
iv. Some religions see this baby in the cradle not as God, but as 

God’s special creation of a son. 
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v. Other religions view this son as a level of spiritual development 
available to us all 

vi. But this baby is God coming to us as a human. 
Philippians 2:6 Though he was God, he did not think of equality 
with God as something to cling to. [7] Instead, he gave up his 
divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was 
born as a human being.  
 

c. The Almighty as a helpless baby 
i. Only an Almighty God with all of His infinite power can deal with 

our problem of sin and death. 
ii. But we cringe from a God like that, with fear in our hearts, and our 

sinful hearts rebel. 
iii. Only the infinite power of a God like that is able to come as a baby 

to do for us what needs to be done to bring us deliverance and 
salvation 

iv. Only a God who would love us enough to come as a baby is a 
God that we can truly trust. 
 

2. THE SON AS THE WORD 

a. To help us understand the extraordinariness of this Son, The Apostle 
John in John’s Gospel chapter one, instead of “son” uses “Word” 
i. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and 

the Word was God” 
ii. He is clearly speak of God the Son. 

 
b. The understanding of “spoken word” 

i. Jews saw the spoken word as much more than just sound.  
ii. They saw it as power. 
iii. Therefore, when Jacob cheated Isaac into a blessing it could not 

be revoked by Isaac because the word had gone forth. 
 

c. The word of God in action 
i. They saw the word of God in action at creation 

“And God said …” 
ii. The Old Testament is full of references to the power of the Word 

of God 
iii. Psalm 107:20 “He sent His word and healed them” 
iv. Isaiah 55:11 … so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will 

not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  
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d. The sacredness of the Word 
i. The Jewish people come to so revere God that they would not 

speak his name – and not give him any human characteristics 
ii. But the Old Testament is full of those kind of references, so they 

changed them 
iii. Exodus 19:17 “Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to 

meet with God” they said “to meet with the Word of God” 
iv. Exodus 31:13 speaks of the Sabbath and God says “it is a sign 

between me and you,” and they said “it is a sign between my Word 
and you.” 

v. John uses that term here in direct reference to Jesus as the Word 
of God, to help us understand who this baby is, who is this Son Of 
God. 
 
 

3. JESUS AS THE WORD OF GOD 

John 1:1 – 4  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. [2] He was with God in the beginning. 
[3] Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that 
has been made. [4] In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
[14] The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.  
 

Who is this baby in the manger? 
a. Eternal 

i. “In the beginning was the Word” 
ii. When everything began he was there 
iii. Nothing began before him 
iv. There is no beginning before him 
v. He has always existed 

 
b. Personality 

i. “He was with God” 
ii. A distinct personal being,  
iii. in a relationship with God,  
iv. in active fellowship 

 
c. Deity 

i. “He was God” 
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ii. A personality distinct from the Father 
iii. He is not a “creation” but divine himself 

 
d. Creator 

i. “All things were made by him” 
ii. The Father’s agent in every act of making 
iii. We talk about “hand-made” which we understand to mean that the 

person made it using the hands of the body. 
iv. God is the creator, and the Bible tells us that Jesus, God the Son 

who was the “hands” of creation. 
 

e. Origin of life 
i. “In Him was life” 
ii. Created things have life that originates from  him 
iii. The breath we breathe comes from the life Jesus breathed into 

man. 
iv. Jesus also is the source of our eternal life. 

1 John 5:11 – 12 God has given us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son. [12] He who has the Son has life; he who does not have 
the Son of God does not have life.  
 

f. Revealer  
i. “This life was the light of men” 
ii. He reveals God 

 
g. Vs 14 “The Word became flesh” 

i. This is the babe in the manger 
 

That is what John means by calling him the WORD, the Son of God. 
 

4. ANTHANASIAN CREED 

“Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and man; perfect God, 
and perfect man; who although he be God and man; yet is he not two, but 
one Christ; one, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but by taking 
of the manhood into God.” 
 

 The Bible isn’t so concerned with the problems of the incarnation 
It is rather concerned with the purpose of the incarnation 

 Not the fact of incarnation 
But the meaning of incarnation 
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Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a Child is born,  
Unto us a Son is given;  
And the government will be upon His shoulder.  
And His name will be called  
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through 
his poverty might become rich.  

 

 


