
1 
 

GOD GIVES VICTORY 
CMBC October 20, 2013                                                                   Exodus 17:1 – 13 

 
I just feel like something good is about to happen.  
He has promised that He’d open all of Heaven,  
And brother It could happen any day 
Bill Gaither 
 
That was the hope for the Children of Israel in the wilderness. 
It was happening for them. 

 The cloud that led them, showing them the way through the wilderness 

 The same cloud that was a shade by day, and a light at night  

 There was the manna every morning. 

 There was God’s miraculous deliverance from the slavery of Egypt. 

 And the promise of a land that flowed with milk and honey. 
But the wilderness for Israel was a so often a place of defeat. 
 
God never intended the wilderness to be anything but a place of: 

 Learning to trust in God 

 Of hearing from God about how they could live in freedom and prosperity 

 It was to be a place of growing in their maturity – spiritual maturity and maturity as a 
people 

But for Israel it was so often a place of defeat. 
 
The wilderness for us is so often a place of defeat. 

 My heart aches for those whose life is a wilderness of defeat 

 Where defeat after defeat characterizes their homes, their marriages, their families, 
the place of work, their personal relationships 

 Always upset with someone 

 Always offend with someone 

 It is always someone else’s fault 

 But you are a long way from the promised land 

 You live in defeat after defeat 
 
Maybe today, something good will happen, and you will find victory offered by God 
For Israel the wilderness was a place of defeat 
They had a problem with their relationship with God 

 It wasn’t one they would admit to 

 It was always someone else’s fault 
 
God intervened again and again to show them that they could have victory even in the 
wilderness. 

 Our Scripture passage today, is another example of that 

 They needed water and they sank into the defeat of grumbling – upset with Moses. 
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1. CHRIST THE SMITTEN ROCK  
a. The rock in the dry wilderness 

i. They had been directed by God to go to Rephidim 
ii. But they couldn’t trust God to look after them 
iii. They blamed Moses 

1. We always blame someone else 
2. Blame my past or my personality (God wants the victory over that) 
3. Never look at what might change in my life 
4. Never look at what God might be teaching me 
5. “They need to change.” “They have a problem.” 
6. Is the way I deal with them, quarrel with them, leading them to victory or 

defeat? 
iv. God in His graciousness gives them another evidence that He can be trusted 

1. The rock is struck and water pours forth 
2. How do you suppose they reacted to that? 
3. Did they look at the water or at God? 
4. Did the lesson they learned be one of believing that their getting angry 

finally got Moses or God to do something? 
 

b. The spiritual rock bringing life 
i. God is also saying something to us about the Rock that He strikes to bring 

forth cleansing water, healing water, refreshing life giving water 
ii. 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, 

brothers, that our forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed 
through the sea. [2] They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea. [3] They all ate the same spiritual food [4] and drank the same spiritual 
drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that 
rock was Christ.  

iii. Christ is the rock that was smitten to bring us refreshing new life, even while 
we walk in the wilderness. 
1. There is no longer any need for the dryness of our souls.  
2. We don’t have to blame others for our dryness and defeat. 

iv. This is the place of glorious refreshing that God provides 
1. It is God that brings the refreshing 

 
As soon as there is the step forward in the Spirit, there is… 

2. THE INEVITABLE ATTACK OF THE ENEMY  
a. Israel and the Amalekites 

i. Vs. 8 The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim.  
ii. And Moses tells Joshua to choose some men to fight against the Amalekites 

 
b. The resistance of the flesh  

i. Just as soon as the Holy Spirit is restored in your life the enemy is there 
attacking 
1. When you have confessed and are forgiven 
2. When the Holy Spirit re-establishes the sovereignty of the Lord Jesus in 

your mind, emotions, you can count on the sinful nature wanting to rebel. 
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Galatians 5:17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and 
the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each 
other, so that you do not do what you want. 
NTL [17] The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what 
the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what 
the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each other, 
so you are not free to carry out your good intentions.  

ii. The flesh, our old sinful nature fights every attempt to lead us on to spiritual 
maturity 

iii. The flesh is all about ME. It is about what I want, what I can do. 
iv. Often we are attacked when our guard is down, when we are tired and 

exhausted 
Deuteronomy 25:17, 18 "Never forget what the Amalekites did to you as you 
came from Egypt. [18] They attacked you when you were exhausted and 
weary, and they struck down those who were straggling behind. They had no 
fear of God.  

v. God allows these challenges to drive us even closer to Him, to realize that 
our victory is only in Him. 
 

c. The character of the flesh 
i. The Amalekites are Esau’s family  

1. Esau despised his birthright 
2. Esau wanted to have something, to do something, to be something apart 

from God. 
3. Even wanting to do something good, but apart from God 
4. God can do nothing with the man who will not admit that he needs to 

bow before God in the area of his defeat 
 

ii. Here is an example of the character of the Amalekite and the flesh 
1. King Saul was instructed to attack the Amalekites and destroy them 
2. But he kept what was the best, what he could show off, what would give 

him prestige. It was “about “me”.  
3. It was this act for which God finally said, “I have rejected you from being 

king.” 
4. When Saul was wounded and wanted to end his life, it was an Amalekite 

that killed him and came to David to say, “I killed King Saul and took his 
crown” 

5. Years later, in the story of Esther, it was Haman, an Amalekite who 
schemed to have all of the Jews murdered. 
 

iii. The flesh is always out to defeat and destroy 
1. And it is destroys families, marriages, the relationship at your place of 

work, at your place of living 
2. You can never win over the flesh 

 
3. GOD GIVES THE VICTORY  

Again God intervenes in a dramatic way to show the people of Israel that it is God that 
gives them the victory over defeat. 
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Exodus 17:9 - 11 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our men and go out to fight 
the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my 
hands.” [10] So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, 
Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. [11] As long as Moses held up his hands, the 
Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were 
winning. [12] When Moses' hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him 
and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the 
other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. [13] So Joshua overcame the 
Amalekite army with the sword.  
a. Trusting God for the victory 

i. Only God can give the victory 
ii. When we try to fight on our own, many Christians are fighting a battle that is 

already lost 
iii. You cannot win on your own  

 
b. This is the kind of battle only God can win 

i. Moses held up his hands and God gave the victory 
ii. It was a clear evidence that God was fighting this battle 
iii. Praying is spiritual warfare 

1. This would have been passionate praying.  
2. So often our prayers are so nonchalant. 
3. We are talking to the Almighty. 
4. We need more passionate, earnest praying 

 
c. The role of Moses, Caleb and Hur 

i. Even Moses needed the help of Caleb and Hur  
ii. We need the help of others like Caleb and Hur 

 
d. Joshua’s involvement in the battle 

i. Joshua and his men still had to fight 
ii. We fight the flesh 
iii. God gives the victory, but what is our part in the fighting 

 
4. THE DEFEAT OF THE FLESH  

a. By walking in the Spirit 
Galatians 5:16 So I say, live (walk) by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the sinful nature.  
Vs. 22 - 26 [22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness and self-control.  

 Does this sound like the Children of Israel? 

 Does this characterize your relationship with those who upset you? 

 If not you are living in defeat 

 You can’t believe that God can do anything with the people you deal with if 
you treat the situation in this way. 

 In fact you are convinced that treating them just opposite to this will 
eventually bring victory 

 Listen, you are quarreling with God. 

 The defeat isn’t theirs. It is yours. 
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Galatians 5:19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: …hatred, discord, 
jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions [21] and envy... I 
warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom 
of God.  
 
[24] Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its 
passions and desires. [25] Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit. [26] Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.  
 

b. Engaged in the “walk” – What is my role in fighting this enemy of the flesh and 
find the victory God offers? 

i. Humbling ourselves to admit our sin 
ii. Repenting 
iii. Yielding, submitting to the Holy Spirit 
iv. Seeking the help of other believers 
v. Submitting to the help of others 
vi. Walking in the Spirit – living each moment 

 


