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DEALING  WITH  CONSEQUENCES 
CMBC October 6, 2013                                                                               Numbers 14 

 
We all know the story of the decision the Children of Israel made at Kadesh 
Barnea, where after they sent in the 12 men to spy out the land God had 
promised He would give to them, the Children of Israel refused to go in. The 
consequences of that decision were sobering and often misunderstood. 
 
It was a cold day at the Caroline rodeo, so some of our grandchildren played 
in the van, where it was warm. When I came in, I saw my sunglasses on the 
floor broken to pieces. When I asked who broke my sunglasses, everyone 
said they didn’t do it. I said that someone must have. One granddaughter said 
that she had only stepped on them and they broke themselves. 
 
It is easy to misunderstand the consequences of our actions, which is serious, 
because God is at work throughout consequences. 
 
 
1. THE TERRIBLE DECISION AT KADESH  

a. Numbers 13:30  Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and 
said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can 
certainly do it.”  
[31]  But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can't attack 
those people; they are stronger than we are.” [32]  And they spread 
among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. 
They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All the 
people we saw there are of great size. We seemed like grasshoppers 
in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.”  
 

b. Numbers 14:1  That night all the people of the community raised their 
voices and wept aloud. [2]  All the Israelites grumbled against Moses 
and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died 
in Egypt! Or in this desert! [3]  Why is the LORD bringing us to this 
land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be 
taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” [4]  
And they said to each other, “We should choose a leader and go back 
to Egypt.”  
 
[5]  Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite 
assembly gathered there. [6]  Joshua and Caleb, who were among 
those who had explored the land, tore their clothes [7]  and said to the 
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entire Israelite assembly, “The land we passed through and explored 
is exceedingly good. [8]  If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead 
us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to 
us. [9]  Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of 
the people of the land,  
[10]  But the whole assembly talked about stoning them.  
 

c. Had they forgotten what they had seen over the past year? 
i. They had seen how Pharaoh had been defeated. 

There was no stronger power in all the world than the Egyptians. 
ii. They had seen God part the Red Sea 
iii. They had seen the might of God at Mount Sinai, where the whole 

mountain shook 
iv. They had heard all about God’s instructions for them as a nation 
v. They had heard the instructions for how they should worship this 

God now in the desert and then when they came into the land. 
 

d. They had lost faith in God 
i. Most of these people never had it. 
ii. They depended upon the faith of Moses 
iii. It never became their own. 
iv. They never asked “What does God want?” 
v. Never grasped the purpose for their being 

 
2. THE IMPOSSIBLE CIRCUMSTANCES OF LIFE  

a. Every generation faces the difficult, sometimes terrifying 
circumstances of life 
 

b. Often things don’t go the way we think it should 
i. ILL Camp Caroline and I disagreed with the plans for the future 
ii. For some of us it is moving into a smaller apartment or a seniors 

home 
 

c. The Children of Israel complained to Moses about water, food, meat 
i. They needed these things and is was OK to ask God 
ii. But it never was asking God committed to trust Him no matter 

what 
iii. Because God and His purposes could be trusted 

 
d. This is a Christian in the wilderness, a carnal Christian who never gets 

beyond just focus on what he wants, and never trusts God’s purposes 
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Here is what some of us don’t like to hear ... 
3. GOD DOES GET ANGRY  

a. Numbers 14:11  The LORD said to Moses, “How long will these 
people treat me with contempt? (despise me) How long will they 
refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have 
performed among them? [12]  I will strike them down  

b. This is not a petulant anger 
i. God will not tolerate sin.  
ii. God can not tolerate sin.  
iii. Otherwise He wouldn’t be a holy God, and we would be in a 

desperate situation with our sin. 
iv. How can he sit back and smile at the destructiveness Satan and 

we have brought upon ourselves? 
1. He is a God of love, and He will not do it. 
2. It is because of His anger against sin that God the Son came 

to this earth to die for our sins and set us free. This is a drastic 
step. Without this, we would be lost. 

v. Numbers 14:18  ‘The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love 
and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty 
unpunished;  

vi. He will punish sin. 
 

c. And so God declares 
Numbers 14:21  Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as surely as 
the glory of the LORD fills the whole earth, [22]  not one of the 
men who saw my glory and the miraculous signs I performed in 
Egypt and in the desert but who disobeyed me and tested me ten 
times— [23]  not one of them will ever see the land I promised on 
oath to their forefathers. No one who has treated me with 
contempt will ever see it.  
 

d. These people had been chosen by God to be His witnesses to the 
nations 
i. These were the people through whom he would bring salvation 

and hope to all the world 
ii. These were the people who would demonstrate a life of trust in 

God, a life of holiness. 
 

4. STARTLED BY THE CONSEQUENCES  
a. God said to these rebellious people 

[28]  So tell them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the LORD, I will do to 
you the very things I heard you say: [29]  In this desert your bodies will 
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fall—every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in 
the census and who has grumbled against me.  
[31]  As for your children that you said would be taken as plunder, I 
will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected.  
 

b. We always think we know better 
i. That it isn’t so bad 
ii. That we should get away with it 
iii. That God is overreacting 
iv. ILL The man on drugs who jumped out of the window and later 

said, “I really thought I could fly.” That didn’t change the 
consequences. 
 

c. Our self-centered thinking makes it almost impossible for us to think 
through the consequences. Even when someone like Moses, or Caleb 
tell us. 
i. ILL  Cain’s murder – feared for his life 
ii. David’s sin – family destroyed 
iii. Our lie – mistrust 

 
d. There are consequences to our lack of trust in God 

 
5. A HUMAN RESPONSE TO THE CONSEQUENES  

a. Israel’s response was regret 
Numbers 14:39  When Moses reported this to all the Israelites, they 
mourned bitterly.  
i. Regret is not repentance 
ii. Even to say I was wrong isn’t repentance 
iii. What is the difference?  

1. Repentance is coming back to the root problem and admitting 
my lack of trust in God,  

2. Committing to be obedient and trusting of God.  
3. It is asking God to show me his purpose and his will and then 

to commit to follow. 
 

b. Israel’s response was to try to fix it on their own 
i. [40]  Early the next morning they went up toward the high hill 

country. “We have sinned,” they said. “We will go up to the place 
the LORD promised.”  

ii. Ignoring the consequences 
iii. Ignoring what God’s dealing with sin 
iv. Still not connecting with God. 
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v. They didn’t get it 
 

c. And they were soundly defeated 
 

6. MOSES GOT IT RIGHT  
a. Put yourself in Moses’ place.  

i. He was almost in the land, completing his responsibility 
ii. Now he too has to wander for 40 years 
iii. I would have resigned 

 
b. But his response to the consequences isn’t about himself, but that 

God should be honoured and glorified. 
i. God said I will start again with you 
ii. That would finally rid him of all the problems of these people 
iii. Surprisingly Moses puts God and the people first 

 
c. Here is his response 

i. Vs. 13 Egypt and the other nations know you are in the midst of 
these people, and if you destroy all these people, they will say, 
God Jehovah, couldn’t do it. 

ii. Vs. 16 God you made a promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
and you are a God who keeps his promises 

iii. Vs. 17 God the strength of your character, your greatest power is 
that you are a God of mercy 

iv. Vs. 19 You God, are a forgiving God, as you have had to do again 
and again in this whole journey so far. The calf idol. 
 

d. That response to the consequences shows that Moses understood the 
purpose of God and His relationship with mankind 
i. It isn’t about Moses or the people 
ii. It isn’t about life and getting through it 
iii. It is about God and who He is and we are the recipient of His great 

glory 
 

7. RECOGNIZING CONSEQUENCES IN OUR LIVES  
a. Do we even recognize the consequences of failing to trust God? Or do 

we just see them as the hard facts of life? 
b. I asked Ruth, do we here, at this age, recognized the consequences 
c. It is important that we do, because there is God’s purpose in them 
d. What might they be? 

i. Our relationships with people made difficult 
ii. Our families distancing themselves from us and God 
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iii. A dryness in our soul 
 

e. Like Israel so often we don’t see the consequences as our fault.  
i. It is Moses’ fault,  
ii. or someone else,  
iii. or even God’s fault 

 
f. But not to despair 

i. Finding God in the consequences 
ii. Finding hope in the consequences 
iii. Finding spiritual growth in the consequences  

 
8. THE UNDERSERVED GRACE OF GOD  

a. God still provided the manna the next morning 
b. God trusted the youth to be the generation that would trust Him and 

follow Him 
c. God in his grace He raises up people like Moses, Caleb, Joshua, 

without whom we would be in trouble 
 


