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RESPONSIBILITY AND TRUST 
CMBC June 30, 2013                                                                       Matthew 21:33 – 46 

 

Matthew is writing to a Jew audience, providing the message that Jesus of 
Nazareth was in fact the Messiah, the King of the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
evidence is building throughout Matthew’s Gospel. 
 
We have had to skip over several passages over the past months, but I 
couldn’t resist spending some time with the parables Jesus told, as recorded 
in Matthew 21 & 22. Here, Jesus is even more forth right in making clear who 
he was.  
 
JESUS CLAIMS BECOME MORE CLEAR  

Here is what we need to understand and was so difficult for the religious 
leaders to understand. 

 It was necessary for God the Son to come as a man, born of a woman, to 
die for punishment of our sins. 

 Had he simply arrived and said, “I am God” we would not have believed 
that he was a man or that this man was God. 

 The difficult message to understand was that he was fully God and fully 
man. 

 Remember, man’s problem is that we want to be our own god. 

 That was the question the religious leaders had of Jesus, “Who are you? 
By what authority are you doing this things.’ 
 

1. AN AUTHORITY FROM HEAVEN  
a. These religious leaders in Jerusalem had heard of Jesus but most of 

them had never seen what they were seeing when Jesus arrived. 
i. So they asked, “Who is this man?” 
ii. Remember what had happened in the last 24 hours. 

He had ridden into the city on the colt of a donkey (unheard of) to 
the shouts of hundreds of people. 

iii. He had stormed the temple and driven out the money changers, 
declaring, “MY house shall be called a house of prayer and you 
have made it into a den of thieves.” 

iv. After all this huge crowds were coming to him and he was 
performing miraculous healings. 
21:14 – 17]  The blind and the lame came to him in the Temple, 
and he healed them. [15]  The leading priests and the teachers of 
religious law saw these wonderful miracles and heard even the 
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children in the Temple shouting, “Praise God for the Son of David.” 
(This happened when Jesus rode into the city, but now it is even 
happening later in the day.) 
But the leaders were indignant. [16]  They asked Jesus, “Do you 
hear what these children are saying?”  
“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, “‘From the lips of 
children and infants you have ordained praise’ ?”  
 [17]  Then he returned to Bethany, where he stayed overnight.  
 

v. The next day Jesus came back, and these leading religious 
leaders had, I am sure troubled about this late into the night. Now 
it was morning and so now they asked, “By what authority are you 
doing these things? And who gave you this authority?” 
21:24 -27  Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you 
answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. [25]  John's baptism—where did it come from? Was it from 
heaven, or from men?”  
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn't you believe him?’ [26]  But if 
we say, ‘From men’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold 
that John was a prophet.”  
[27]  So they answered Jesus, “We don't know.”  
Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things.  
 

b. Why didn’t Jesus answer them? 
i. They would have arrested him right there. 
ii. It would have been the end 
iii. But Jesus still had more things to teach 

 
Then Jesus told 3 parables and in them the reality of who He is becomes 
even clearer. 
 
2. KNOWING THE HEAQRT OF MAN  

a. The Parable of the Two Sons  
[28]  “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He 
went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’  
[29]  “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  
[30]  “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He 
answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.  
[31]  “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”  
“The first,” they answered. 
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b. The parable was the story of Israel and the story of their religious 
leaders.  

c. Israel said “Yes we will obey,” but then followed after other gods. 
d. The religious leaders embraced the law of God, but not in their heart. 

i. They didn’t have a religion of following God in a heart relationship 
with Him 

ii. It was a religion of pride in their own efforts, and condemning 
everyone else. 
 

3. CHALLENGING THE HISTORY OF REBELLION  
a. Then Jesus told another parable of the vineyard, which Simon read for 

us. 
b. Old Testament often spoke of Israel as being God’s vineyard – fruit 

with which to bless the nations. 
c. Jesus makes a point of including in this parable the protective wall or 

hedge around the vineyard. 
i. God had protected them with His wall, His hedge – protection from 

the enemy that would destroy them and the work of God 
ii. But the enemy was within – the workers who were given 

responsibility for God’s vineyard. 
d. And the prophets were those who came to speak to them on behalf of 

God, and were rejected, persecuted and sometimes killed. 
e. Then Jesus tells something even more pointed – the landowner sent 

his son. Surely they will listen to him. 
i. Jesus was telling them that he was the Son. He was telling them 

by what authority he did these things.  
ii. And it was these religious leaders were planning to do exactly 

what Jesus was telling in his parable, kill the Son. 
iii. Jesus knew what would happen. He was prepared. 

f. These religious leaders even now in the vineyard, not submitting to 
God, and they gave their own verdict. 
Matthew 21:40 - 41  “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard 
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” [41]  “He will bring those 
wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the 
vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at 
harvest time.”  
 

4. BROKEN OR CRUSHED BY THE CORNERSTONE  
a. To reinforce the point Jesus reminded them of the Scripture that 

spoke of the Cornerstone. 
21:42  Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
“‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone [ Or 
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cornerstone ] ; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our 
eyes’?  
 

b. Three kinds of stones mentioned in the Old Testament 
i. The Foundation Stone – on which God is building - Jesus 
ii. The Cap Stone – the key cornerstone that held the gate together 
iii. The Crushing Stone – the stone of judgement  

c. And Jesus declared that because the people of Israel would not 
believe, would not follow God, the kingdom would be taken away from 
them and given to another. 
 

GRASPING THE TRUTH ABOUT JESUS  
What does this say to us? What is our response? 
 

1. FAITHFUL TO THE TRUTH  - The authority of Jesus 
a. Never forget by what authority Jesus comes 
b. He is God the Son 
c. This is the authority of Heaven 

 
2. HUMBLED BY THE TRUTH – The parable of the two sons 

a. Both sons in the parable needed to repent 
i. The one who said yes but never followed thru 
ii. The one who said no but repented 

b. Be faithful to what you know – follow thru  
 

3. SUBMISSION TO THE KING – The parable of the vineyard 
a. We are stewards 
b. Everything belongs to God 

i. Possession,  
ii. our life,  
iii. our time 
iv. our opportunities, 
v.  today, this moment 

 
4. ACCEPTING OUR BROKENNESS – The teaching of the stone 

a. Let the Rock of Jesus break us 
b. Being broken is better than being crushed 
c. Being broken brings new life – renewal 

 
There is a third parable which we will examine at our Communion next 
Sunday evening.  


