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FAITH THAT REMEMBERS IS STRONG 
CMBC June 2, 2013                  COMMUNION SERVICE                Colossians 1:24 – 2:10 

 

A faith that remembers God’s work and purpose for us is a strong faith. It is 

not just remembering that Jesus died on the cross. It is remembering all that 

the cross means – our relationship with God, the righteousness that comes 

from God, the Body of Christ – the Church that Jesus came to establish, and 

our privilege to participate with Jesus in His eternal work. 

 

Colossians has some valuable reminders of what that means. And today we 

come to the Lord’s Table being reminded of what God wants for us. 

 

1. REMEMBER THE PURPOSE OF THE SUFFERING    1:24 

a. Christ suffered for our sins 

[24]  I am glad when I suffer for you in my body, for I am participating 

in the sufferings of Christ that continue for his body, the church. [25]  

God has given me the responsibility of serving his church by 

proclaiming his entire message to you. 

i. Christ suffered to pay for our sins 

1. He left heaven and all of its glories to bring salvation to us 

2. There was the huge cultural shift – the sin, the sickness, the 

crime, this self-centeredness, the blind thinking 

3. This just the cost of entering our world as a man 

ii. Then the was the terrible suffering of the cross, the punishment 

and death, the separation from God. 

1. Just to come and bring us salvation 

2. Remember the purpose of his suffering 

 

b. Christ suffered to build the church 

i. After all he had done in coming and in dying, his purpose was to 

build a body that would do his work to proclaim the Gospel 

message and make disciples of the Kingdom 

ii. The struggle to take people from different cultures and shape them 

into His body 

iii. The suffering in our slow progress 

iv. In trying to do it our way 
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v. In making the purpose of the Kingdom a low priority 

 

c. Our participation in his suffering 

i. Here is what is amazing: He has chosen us to participate in His 

suffering 

1. to bring salvation to the lost,  

2. and to build the church. It is a continuation of Jesus suffering. 

ii. [24]  Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my 

flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the 

sake of his body, which is the church. [25]  I have become its 

servant  

iii. He chose us to complete with Him the purpose for His suffering. 

iv. It is what we remember when we come to this table. 

v. Imagine, being chosen by him! 

 

There could have been this conversation between Peter and his brother 

Andrew.   (Choir: He Chose Me) 

 

THE BREAD 

 

2. REMEMBER CHRIST IN YOU  1:27 

[26]  This message was kept secret (a mystery)for centuries and 
generations past, but now it has been revealed to God’s people. [27]  For 
God wanted them to know that the riches and glory of Christ are for you 
Gentiles, too. And this is the mystery: Christ lives in you.  
 

a. The mystery revealed 

i. The people of Israel weren’t spiritually mature enough to really 

hear the desire of God to bring salvation to all the world. 

ii. They were totally caught up in the pride that they had been 

chosen, and missed the reason why they were chosen. 

iii. How did that change? 

 

b. When they realized and remembered that Christ lives in you 

i. Christ in you makes it possible to live as He lived. 

ii. Christ in you fills you with His love for the lost people 
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iii. Christ in you makes you willing to participate in His suffer to build 

the church and bring the lost to him 

iv. It is His blood that has cleansed you 

v. It is His blood that has made you one with Him 

 

c. Sharing his glory 

i. Vs 27 This gives you assurance of sharing his glory.  

ii. The assurance of eternal glory 

iii. The assurance of sharing in his glory now as we see people 

coming to the kingdom and the church being built. 

 
THE CUP 
 
Choir – Glory To His Name 
 
3. REMEMBER THE RESOURCE THAT IS YOURS  2:2 – 3 

a. This table reminds us that we have an abundance of resources to be 
and to do what Jesus has called us to participate with Him. 
 

b. [2]  I want them to be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of 
love. I want them to have complete confidence that they understand 
God’s mysterious plan, which is Christ himself. [3]  In him lie hidden 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  

 
c. The resource of strong ties of love 

i. We have each other 
ii. The strength of love 

 
d. Understanding with confidence 

i. God has promised us confidence in understanding  
ii. And treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 
e. So we can go to the world as will EDWIN AND AGANETA JANZEN 

 
4. REMEMBER YOUR COMPLETENESS IN CHRIST   2:6-7 & 9 

[6]  So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to 
live in him, [7]  rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as 
you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  
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 [9]  For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, [10]  
and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over 
every power and authority.  

Your completeness in Christ 

a. Deep roots of faith 

b. Spirit of thankfulness 

c. Complete with Christ 

1. You have been given fullness in Christ 

2. He has control over every power and authority 

Listen to how we can participate with Him and His suffering and glory 

 

ANNOUNCMENTS AND OFFERING 


