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KMOWING JESUS 
CMBC April 21, 2013                                                                  Matthew 16:13 – 20 

 
“Who Do You Say That I Am?” 

 
 
1. THE CULTURE AND SCENE OF THIS QUESTION  

a. The rock, cave and temples 
i. Caesarea Philippi Roman government capital for Galilee region 
ii. At the foot of Mount Herman facing a 100 ft.  stone cliff  
iii. Huge cave out of which flow a river, with mist 
iv. The cave was called “The Gates of Hades”. 
v. Impressive, imposing site 

 
b. The temples of gods and Caesar 

i. The Greeks built a temple to the god Pan 
ii. The Romans built a temple to Zeus 
iii. Herod the Great built a temple to Caesar Augustus 
iv. Many holy niches to other gods carved into the rock 

 
c. It was in this site that Jesus asked the question, “Who the people say 

is the Son of Man.” 
i. John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, one of the prophets 
ii. Who do you say I am? 

 
2. THE LIFE CHANGING RESPONS OF PETER  

16:16  Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ,....”  
 
a. You are the Christ 

i. The Messiah  
1. The fulfillment of all the expectations of the Hebrew people 
2. The One in whom the whole purpose of the Children of 

Israel is completed 
3. The One who is the break of the dawn of a new day and a 

new era. 
4. This was the Day Of The Lord, which the prophets had 

looked and waited for. 
5. The Messiah, the Promised One. 

 
ii. And then Peter added, “The Son of the living God.” 
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1. Jesus first asked, “Who do people say is the Son of Man” 
the one in the flesh. 

2. Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” 
3. Then he adds, “You are the Son of the living God” you are 

divine. 
 

iii. It is this confession that changes lives 
 
1. Makes you are new person, a new creation. 
2. This is the confession that you and I are called to 
3. You are the Christ, God made flesh for us. 

 
b. A response revealed by the Father 

Matthew 16:17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, 
for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.  
i. You cannot come to this conclusion on your own 
ii. A loving Father wants to reveal this to you 
iii. Even if someone tells you, it is only God opening your heart to 

hear and see and believe. 
 

3. THE ROCK OF THE CHURCH  
Matthew 16:18 [18]  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church,  
a. The “Petros” and the “Petra” 

i. When Jesus first met Peter, or Simon, He told him then that he 
would be called Peter. (John 1) 

ii. Now he calls him “Petros” which means “a small piece of the rock”. 
iii. The second term rock is “Petra” which means the massive rock. 
iv. On this ROCK,  

1. not the rock of all these gods 
2. Not the rock of political power 

v. On the ROCK of Peter’s confession “You are the Messiah; God’s 
promised one; the Son of the living God.” 

vi. It is this confession that changes the lives of people 
vii. It is on this confession and on all that it implies, upon which Jesus 

will build His church. 
 

b. The living stones 
1 Peter 2:4  As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men 
but chosen by God and precious to him— [5]  you also, like living 
stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
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offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 
i. People changed by this confession 
ii. A living church, built on the foundation  

 
c. Jesus spoke of “ecclesia” the church. 

i. Not s synagogue – a place of teaching  
ii. It is that to be sure 
iii. But it is more so a people set apart. 
 

4. CONQUERING THE GATES OF HADES 
Vs 18 “and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”  

 
a. The enemy does not bring its gates to the battle. 

i. The enemy has bound up people in sin, sorrow and death. 
ii. The gates have been slammed shut 

 
b. Bound by sin, sorrow and death 

 
c. Delivered and set free 

i. But Jesus breaks through those gate 
ii. The confession of who he is burst that person through those gate 
iii. On this confession is built the church and it bursts through these 

gates  
iv. “and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”  
v. No power can overcome the power of the church to rescue bound 

souls from behind these gate  –  “nothing can separate us from the 
love of God” 

vi. Delivered and set free 
 

5. THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM   
Matthew 16:19  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be * bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be * loosed in heaven.”  
a. It was well understood by the Hebrews that it was the scribes, the 

teachers, the teachers of the law, who held the keys to the Scriptures. 
 

b. Matthew 13:51 – 52  “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus 
asked. “Yes,” they replied. [52]  He said to them, “Therefore every 
teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of 
heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom 
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new treasures as well as old.”  
 

c. Matthew 13:11 [11]  He replied, “The knowledge of the secrets of the 
kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them.  
 

d. Insight into the Kingdom 
i. Jesus is saying that he will give the disciples, the church, the keys 

to unlock the truths of the Kingdom. 
ii. God will allow them to understand what they and the people have 

for so long misunderstood.  
iii. Already it has been unlocked for Peter who received the gift from 

the Father to know who Jesus was. 
 

e. Instructing about the Kingdom 
i. What is more, they will have the power to unlock the gift from 

heaven, teaching about what the kingdom of heaven is really 
about. 

ii. The stunning examples of this was when Peter preached at 
Pentecost, when Steven preached, when Paul spent time in the 
wilderness. 
 

 


