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GOD AND CULTURE 
CMBC April 14                                                                                  Matthew 15:1 – 20 

 

At times I have felt frustration for the Pharisees. 
More recently I feel sorry for them, because if your standing with God is built 
on doing all the right things, you can never be sure that you have been right 
enough, followed all the rules. It is a life of uncertainty. No wonder they were 
such a grumpy bunch. 
 
1. THE DELEGATION FROM JERUSALEM  

They sent a delegation from Jerusalem all the way to Galilee to challenge 
Jesus once again. 
a. A clash of two views 

i. Every action determines your relationship with God 
ii. Every action is influenced by your relationship with God 

 
b. Mistaking culture for faith 

i. Culture, tradition, ritual are a part of life for all of us 
ii. Eg. How we show respect in our greeting of each other 

1. Shake hands 
2. Tip the cap 
3. Bow 
4. Hands together 
5. Arabic touching and kissing the hand 
6. Kissing both cheeks 

iii. Culture is important. It helps us understand each other. 
iv. Faith is understood in our cultural setting 
v. The problem is when culture, traditions, rituals become our focus. 

 
2. THE CONCERN BEHIND THE QUESTION  

The Pharisee delegation were really addressing the religious cultural 
traditions and the example was the ritual washing of hands 
 
a. The ritual of hand washing 

i. Old Testament taught a washing for cleanliness 
ii. The culture added a religious ritual 
iii. Some believed that the demon Shibta sat on your hands 
iv. Rabbi Taanith wrote, “Whoever hath his abode in the land of Israel 

and eatheth his common food with washed hands, and speaks the 
holy language, and recites his phylacteries morning and evening, 
he may rest assured that he shall obtain eternal life.” 
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b. The blindness, hypocrisy in tradition 

i. Jesus points out their hypocrisy in their traditions 
ii. There was a conflict between honouring their parents as God had 

commanded and committing their possession to God. 
iii. It was a loop hole that benefited them 
iv. Both are good, but they failed to examine the heart purpose. 
v. Jesus quotes Isaiah 29:13   Vs[8]  “‘These people honor me with 

their lips, but their hearts are far from me. [9]  They worship me in 
vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.’  
 

vi. All must be based on the Word of God 
 

3. SEPERATING CULTURE AND FAITH   
a. Jesus then does an amazing thing. He goes to Tyre and Sidon.  

i. These are Gentiles, not at all following the culture and rituals of 
the Jews. 

ii. Jesus is here to demonstrate what he has just taught the disciples 
and us. It must be taken in context. 

iii. Matthew 15:22  A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to 
him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My 
daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession.” [23]  Jesus 
did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged 
him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” [24]  He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” [25]  The 
woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. [26]  
He replied, “It is not right to take the children's bread and toss it to 
their dogs.” [27]  “Yes, Lord,” she said, “but even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” [28]  Then Jesus 
answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is 
granted.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.  
1. Jesus is using the arguments of the Pharisees to teach this 

lesson. 
2. Here is a woman without the right ritual rules but with a strong 

faith. 
 

iv. Then Jesus heals their sick. And their response is  Vs.31  And 
they praised the God of Israel.  They recognized what the 
Pharisees didn’t. 
 

v. Then Jesus feed the 4000. He had just done this with the Jews 
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vi. Notice the first verse of Chapter 16 
[16:1]  One day the Pharisees and Sadducees came to test Jesus, 
demanding that he show them a miraculous sign from heaven to 
prove his authority.  
 

b. Living from the heart 
i. A passion to follow Jesus, trusting Jesus 
ii. What are the traditional things, the cultural things, the rituals that 

help me do that. 
iii. That is what the Old Testament was about. 

 
c. When culture assists faith 

i. Our own language. God had messed up the culture of Babel by 
confusing their language. Culture was leading them astray. 

ii. Our songs that speak the words of our heart   Etc. 
iii. Christianity not only overcomes cultural barriers, but accepts each 

other’s cultural difference, even worshipping and serving together. 
1. In Kelowna church plant – street people and lawyers 
2. Chinese church plant passionate about God 
3. Punjabis and their cultural preferences 

 
iv. 1 Corinthians 9:19  Though I am free and belong to no man, I 

make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 
[20]  To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those 
under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am 
not under the law), so as to win those under the law. [21]  To those 
not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I 
am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to 
win those not having the law. [22]  To the weak I became weak, to 
win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all 
possible means I might save some. [23]  I do all this for the sake of 
the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.  
 
 

4. IDENTIFYING OUR CULTURE AND FAITH  
a. HOW we act verses WHY we act 

i. We need to be careful about how we act, but the primary question 
is why we act as we do. 

ii. Our faith is based on our heart. 
iii. Take confidence in God’s grace 
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b. Mistakes in dealing with culture 
i. Examining our faith by our external actions 

1. It is easier to abstain from food than to forgive the unloving,  
2. or to repent with genuine remorse from sin. 
3. To have a deadness toward God. 

 
ii. Comparing ourselves to others, even condemning others 

 
iii. Rejecting all rules and rituals. 


