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WHEN GOD LETS YOU DOWN 
CMBC April 7, 2013                                                                         Matthew 14:1 – 36 

 

We have all been in situations where we thought that God would intervene 
and He didn’t. It seemed that God should have. John the Baptist faced that in 
a big way. 
 
Chapter 15 is the story of King Herod allowing John the Baptist to be brutally 
murdered. It is a sickening story.  
 
It was definitely one of those situations where it seemed God should have... 
 
1. WHEN IT SEEMED GOD SHOULD HAVE...   

Who would you best like to see survive, John the Baptist or Herod’s 
family? 
a. A godless, dysfunctional family 

i. Herod’s family is a story of power, wealth, immorality, 
manipulation, murder.  

ii. It is a story you would seen written in one of today’s cheap 
newspapers. It would make an R rated movie. 

iii. Herod’s father was a great builder, but he didn’t care how many 
died doing the job. 

iv. The brothers didn’t trust each other 
v. This Herod stole his brother’s wife on a trip to Rome. 
vi. The dancing daughter was his brother’s daughter, which explains 

some of Herod’s sexual attraction to the girl’s dancing. 
 

b. Trapped by arrogance 
i. But so often in people like Herod, there is a religious memory, and 

Herod kind of liked John. 
ii. In a drunken show off he made a bragging promise to the dancing 

girl, that she could have up to half the kingdom. 
iii. You would expect her to ask for one of Herod’s special horses, or 

maybe one of the palaces, or a resort, or even to rule over a 
village. Prompted by her hateful mother, she asked for the head of 
John the Baptist. 

iv. Suddenly the joking and bragging stopped cold. King Herod’s 
arrogance had trapped him. He couldn’t lose face or his 
reputation. 

v. He could have been a hero here. But he was trapped. 
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And now what would God do? 
 

c. John’s earlier concern 
i. Remember John the Baptist’s concern back in Matthew 11, when 

he asked of Jesus, “Are you the one?” 
ii. Why was Jesus still letting him locked in a prison? 
iii. Just think how John could have helped Jesus. How he could be 

Jesus’ best disciples. 
iv. Where was God? 

 
2. NO LACKING IN GOD’S POWER AND COMPASSION 

It certainly wasn’t that He couldn’t, that he lacked the power and the 
compassion. 
Matthew tells us the stories that make that clear. These are two incidents 
that happen right after John the Baptist’s murder. 
 
a. Jesus feeds the 4000 

Matthew 14:13  When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew 
by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds 
followed him on foot from the towns. [14]  When Jesus landed and 
saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.  
i. Then Matthew tells about feeding the 5000, with 5 loaves and 2 

fish. 
ii. This was an amazing display of compassion and power. 

 
b. Right after this was the incident of Jesus walking on the water 

i. The disciples intended to cross the sea and a sudden wind storm 
threatens to sink their boat. 

ii. Then they see Jesus coming, walking on the water 
iii. When they cry out in fear, Jesus calls to them 
iv. Peter challenges Jesus to let him come to him, and Jesus says, 

“Come” 
v. Peter walks on the water 
vi. What power! What an amazing demonstration to the disciples of 

his power. 
vii. Jesus could have had John the Baptist walk. But he was 

murdered. 
 

3. SO THEN, WHY?? 
a. I don’t know 
b. (Don’t leave me yet.) 
c. But many have died and we wonder why? 
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i. All the disciples except the Apostle John 
ii. Many martyrs – more today than ever 
iii. Fred Leverette – a very gifted young man, kill by a drunk driver 

 
d. Some attempt at understanding the 5 martyred missionary men in 

Ecuador. 
i. The way they died had a huge impact on the Auka Indians 
ii. Their story inspired 100s of young people to become missionaries. 

 
e. Many have faced these challenges and there is no clear answer as to 

WHY. 
 

f. Horatio Spafford – lost his family when their ship sank. He wrote these 
words. 
i. When peace like a river attendeth my way 

When sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say 
It is well, it is well, with my soul 
 

ii. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come 
Let this blest assurance control 
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

iii. And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll 
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend 
Even so, it is well with my soul. 
 

In the midst of this kind of tragedy we learn something from how a 
grieving Jesus reacted. 
Matthew 14:12  John's disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then 
they went and told Jesus. [13]  When Jesus heard what had happened, he 
withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place.  
 
4. THE GRIEVING JESUS 

a. Jesus is human and grieves 
i. John is his cousin 
ii. A dear friend 
iii. John is a key figure in Jesus’ story “prepare ye the way” and in 

announcing who Jesus was 
iv. John baptised Jesus 
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v. Jesus said in chapter 11 there has been no greater man than John 
vi. Jesus is grieving 

 
b. Needing a solitary place 

i. Needs to get alone with the Father 
ii. That is where we get perspective 

 
c. Meeting the needs of others 

i. But he is interrupted by the crowds 
Vs. 13 – 14 Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from 
the towns. [14]  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he 
had compassion on them and healed their sick.  

ii. The best way to deal with disappointments, discouragement, 
depression is to see the needs of others and help. Jesus got his 
mind off of his pain and had compassion on other’s needs. 

iii. The Apostle Paul arrived in Corinth very discouraged, but God 
says to him: 
Acts 18:9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be 
afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. [10]  For I am with you, 
and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many 
people in this city.” [11]  So Paul stayed for a year and a half, 
teaching them the word of God.  
 

d. Jesus still needed time with the Father 
But after helping the people, feeding the 5000, Jesus still needed the 
time with His Father. 
Matthew 14:22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the 
boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the 
crowd. [23]  After he had dismissed them, he went up on a 
mountainside by himself to pray.  
 
i. You need your time with God 
ii. That is where you get perspective 

 
e. “Why did you doubt?” 

i. The next story Matthew tells us is what happened next, and has 
the key to the question “WHY?” Vs. 22 - 33 

ii. The disciples are in a storm and Jesus walks on the water to them. 
1. They are afraid and Jesus calls out to them 
2. Then Peter says, “If it is you, call me to walk on the water.” 

And he does.  
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3. But when he sees the waves, fear returns and he begins to 
sink. Jesus lifts him out of the water. 

4. Then Jesus says, “O you of little faith. Why did you doubt?” 
5. (Peter could no more walk on calm water than he could on 

stormy water. But he walked back to the boat with Jesus.) 
6. Notice the response of the disciples  

Vs. 32  And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died 
down. [33]  Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, 
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  
 

iii. It is on the stormy sea that we learn who Jesus really is, and it is 
then that we learn trust. 

iv. And trusting means that we will let God choose where and how He 
wants to show Himself. 
 

God could have saved John the Baptist. 

 He has the heart of compassion 

 He has the power over everything 

 Even though his plans aren’t always clear to us, He can be trusted. 

 Don’t doubt.  

 He is there in the storm. 

 His purpose will be accomplished 
 

Here is what Daniel’s three friends said when they were faced with being 
thrown into a fiery furnace. 

Daniel 3  
King Nebuchadnezzar said, 
“Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, 
pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship 
the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be 
thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able 
to rescue you from my hand?”  
 
[16]  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in 
this matter. [17]  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we 
serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, 
O king. [18]  But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, 
that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you 
have set up.”  
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 It may seem to you that God let you down. 
 

 He understands your disappointment, your grieving, but you can trust 
him. 
 

 Sometimes he will catch your hand and pull you out of the water, or take 
you out of a fiery furnace, and sometime it will seem that the wicked 
dysfunctional Herod and his family win.  
 

 You need your time with the Father. 
 

 Maybe there is a past experience, a lingering bitterness where you felt 
God let your down. You need to let it go and trust God even there. 
 

 And you need to get up and with His compassion and strength, get your 
focus off of you pain and reach out to meet the needs of others.  
 

 You can only do that when you trust Him, and this experience is His 
lesson for you to learn that trust. 

 


