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VICTORY OVER EVIL 
CMBC March 17, 2013                                                                  Matthew 12:22 – 32 

The Pharisees tried hard to discredit Jesus, but they only succeeded in giving 
Jesus the opportunity to do some great teaching on the Kingdom of Heaven. 
That has been the case in the last several storied Matthew records for us, and 
is again the case in the incident of the man possessed with a demon. 
 
1. THE BATTLE WITH EVIL  

a. The demon possessed man set free 
Matthew 12:22  Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who 
was blind and mute,  
i. The terrible condition of this man.  

1. Not just blind and mute, but demon possessed  
2. a wild man 
3. guttural out bursts 

ii. and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. 
1. The scripture is so straight forward and simple 
2. The people were amazed 

iii. Why would the devil do this to this man? He is a bullying 
tormentor. 
 

b. He is in a battle for the souls of men 
i. This is a battle that Satan has with God 
ii. He will do whatever he can to destroy the work of God to bring 

anger against God 
iii. He wants to steal the souls of men,  

1. not for their good,  
2. but to discredit God,  
3. for his own self-centered reasons 
4. He doesn’t care for men 

iv. He brings about confusion and torment, pain and sorrow 
1. To turn people against God 
2. “If God is a God of love, why would He allow this torment?” 

 
c. The power of the Kingdom of God 

i. Here is what Jesus said:  
[28]  But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you.  
1. The kingdom of God has come 
2. Things are going to change 
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3. Satan is not going to have his way anymore with the souls of 
men 

4. God the Son has come to battle against him and to deliver His 
creation 

5. The Kingdom of God has come and we are not alone in our 
battle 

ii. Again Jesus said: 
[29]  “How can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off 
his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he 
can rob his house.  
1. Jesus has come to tie up the strong man. 
2. Jesus has come to rob Satan’s house and to take back what is 

His own 
3. And with a simple word the blind and mute man is set free. 
4. This is why Jesus has come and he has the power to defeat 

the grip of Satan 
 

2. KNOWING WHAT WE ARE UP AGAINST  
But don’t take lightly the power and viciousness of Satan even in the face 
of defeat. 
a. Here is the grip of deceit 

i. The blind and mute man was under the control of demons 
ii. The Pharisees were in just as desperate a case 
iii. When they saw and heard of the amazing deliverance of the man,  

1. They saw the people influenced by Jesus, “Could this be the  
Son of David?” 

2. The Pharisee’s response was totally illogical  
a. It was as blind and dumb as anything the demon 

possessed man was 
b. [24]  But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “It is 

only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this 
fellow drives out demons.”  

3. It was a desperate attempt to discredit Jesus 
4. They were blinded by a terrible deceit  

a. A deceit which they willingly embraced 
b. 2 Corinthians 11:13 - 14  For such men are false 

apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles 
of Christ. [14]  And no wonder, for Satan himself 
masquerades as an angel of light. [15]  It is not 
surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants 
of righteousness.  
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iv. If we are not based on the Word of God we are open to this deceit 
1. Man in the church said, “I don’t care what the Bible says, this 

is how we do church around here.” 
2. Not enough to say, “This is what the Bible says.” Even Satan 

can quote Scripture for his own use and confusion. 
3. We can use Scripture to justify our own sinful actions 
4. Satan is the master of lies. 
5. Don’t belittle his power 

 
b. The power of evil 

This is what we are up against. 
i. Hebrews 4:14  Since the children have flesh and blood, he too 

shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him 
who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— [15]  and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.  
1. He holds the power of death 
2. Jesus came to set us free 

ii. James 2:19  You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the 
demons believe that—and shudder.  

iii. Jude 9  But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing 
with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a 
slanderous accusation against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke 
you!”  
 

c. The destructiveness of evil 
[30]  “He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not 
gather with me scatters.  
i. Satan scatters. He tears apart and scatters trust, honesty, 

relationships, morality 
ii. Jesus gathers. He gathered this demon possessed man back to 

his family, back to a balance life, back to the family of God 
 

3. THE WARNING AND HOPE IN JESUS’ WORDS 
[31]  And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but 
the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. [32]  Anyone who 
speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who 
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in 
the age to come.  
These may be the most sobering, terrifying words Jesus spoke 
a. Refusing the testimony of the Holy Spirit 

i. The Pharisees had seen over and over again the evidence that 
Jesus had come from God 
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ii. They could dispute with Jesus the man, the Son of Man 
iii. But when you see the evidence of the power of the Spirit to deliver 

the demonic man, and refuse to believe, and declare His work to 
be the work of the devil, their heart is condemned. 

iv. When you see the good fruit of the tree, but still call it bad fruit  
(Vs. 33 Jesus tree illustration) 

v. This is not a careless word, not a question of doubt that is 
searching. 

vi. It is out of a heart that will not believe 
vii. Vs. 34 For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  

 
b. A determined decision to “kill” the conscience 

i. They had decided earlier to find a way to kill Jesus 
ii. This is the killing of conscience  

 
c. The power of God to deliver from this grip 

i. Campbell Morgan: There is no sin that may not be put away by the 
infinite mercy through the cross, except that which declines to 
receive this mercy and grace offered by God. 

ii. Jesus is not saying that there is no hope for these Pharisees. 
1. He is warning them, that if they are determined to continue 

their rejection of the Holy Spirit’s witness that this is the Christ, 
then they will be condemned. 

iii. Jesus has astonishing power over evil 
1. First is the power to defeat the power of sin and Satan 
2. Second is the power to forgive your sin 
3. Third is the power to change your life as he did the demonic 

man 
iv. Matthew 12:20 He will not crush the weakest reed or put out a 

flickering candle. He will cause justice to be victorious. [21]  And 
his name will be the hope of all the world.”  
 

 


