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GOD’S SURPRISING CHOICES 
CMBC July 19, 2015                                                1 Corinthians 1:18 – 31; John 8:31 – 42 

 
Our church plant meeting in the school gym was ready to build a church building 

 Joe was made chairman of our building committee  

 Been the original key leader right from the first days of the church plant. 

 Gave great leadership in the early discussion. 

 Then he was transferred to another city. 

 Who could replace him? No many strong leaders like Joe in our church. 

 Then he suggested Myron, a relatively new member, not involved in leadership. 

 He became an outstanding chair and blossomed into a spiritual leader in the church. 

 Who would have thought? 
God has all along surprised us with whom He has chosen. 
Why does God care? Why not just let things happen? Why does He choose? 
 
1. GOD’S  PURPOSE IN CHOOSING  

a. God’s offer of salvation 
i. It is God that calls us to become His followers, His disciples, His children. 
ii. The Bible says God chooses us and provides His power to change us, to 

save us. 
iii. I Corinthians 1:18  For the message of the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  
iv. The passage goes on to tell of the surprising choices God makes. 
v. [27] But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 

chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. [28] He chose 
the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that 
are not—to nullify the things that are, [29] so that no one may boast 
before him.  

vi. This is not a put down of wise and gifted people. 
1. This is a declaration for all who will believe, who think that they are 

unworthy to be chosen.  
2. The basis of He choosing helps us understand more of who He is 

and why He is involved in our world. 
3. God has chosen you. This is no mistake. 

vii. In fact Paul says this about himself right at the next verse: 
viii. 1 Corinthians 2:1 When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with 

eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about 
God.  
 

b. What is more, you are … 
Called, chosen, to represent God’s grace 

i. 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  

ii. We are His ambassadors. 
iii. ILL. A great painting honours the artist. 



2 
 

iv. We are called to represent Him. 
 

You can understand that some of the people would be offended at who Gold chose. 
2. SURELY GOD WOULDN’T CHOSE THEM 

a. Offended by God’s choices 
i. Jesus had come home to Nazareth and preached an interesting message 

in the synagogue. And then we read: 
ii. Luke 4:20 – 27 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant 

and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 
him, [21] and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled 
in your hearing.” [22] All spoke well of him and were amazed at the 
gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn't this Joseph's son?” they 
asked.  
[23] Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 
‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard 
that you did in Capernaum.'” 
[24] “I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his 
hometown. [25] I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in 
Elijah's time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there 
was a severe famine throughout the land. [26] Yet Elijah was not sent to 
any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. [27] And 
there were many in Israel with leprosy * in the time of Elisha the prophet, 
yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.”  
[28] All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 
[29] They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of 
the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff.  

iii. What Jesus had said was that the “Chosen People” hadn’t respond to 
Elijah and Elisha,  
1. And God chose instead a Gentile Phoenician widow from 

Zarephath  
2. And a Syrian Commander in Benhadad’s army to receive God 

blessing. 
3. Think about the offence to these people.  

 
b. Looking behind the offense 

i. They thought, these outsiders weren’t good enough to be chosen. “We 
are.” 

ii. They missed out on what “chosen” meant. 
iii. We all want to take credit for being chosen 
iv. Paul is pretty blunt with the Corinthians when he says: 
v. 1 Corinthians 1:26  Brothers, think of what you were when you were 

called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 
influential; not many were of noble birth.  

vi. They weren’t chosen because of their own qualities 
 
I wasn’t just these Jews in Nazareth who were surprised and offended.  
The disciples had their idea of who was worthy to be chosen and they were shocked at 
what Jesus said. 
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3. WHO WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THEY WOULD BE LAST? 

a. The disciples shock at Jesus’s statement 
i. Mark 10 the story of the rich young leader, and then Jesus says: 

[23] Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the 
rich to enter the kingdom of God!”  
[24] The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, 
“Children, how hard it is * to enter the kingdom of God! [25] It is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.”  
[26] The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who 
then can be saved?”  
[27] Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not 
with God; all things are possible with God.”  

ii. Obviously the rich would be worthy to be chosen. 
iii. But Jesus said “No” 

 
b. The basis of God’s choices 

i. Choosing is based on the grace of God alone. 
ii. Choosing is based on those who come with nothing and depend upon 

God’s grace 
iii. In Philippians 3 Paul lists all of the criteria he was told was the basis of 

being chosen, and he call at that rubbish – unworthy as the basis for 
being chosen. 

iv. He says that the only thing that counts is the grace of Christ, of God. 
v. The Bible goes on to tell us something about how we choose. 

1. A lot of our criticism of other people is based on a prideful basis for 
choosing  

2. Underlying this is the idea of we know better – we are better. 
3. The same mistake that the Jews made there in Nazareth 

vi. It is the basis for why God warns us about being critical, being 
judgemental. 
Romans 14:1 – 4 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing 
judgment on disputable matters. [2] One man's faith allows him to eat 
everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables.  
[4] Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he 
stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.  

vii. The Bible makes it clear that the only time that criticism is acceptable to 
God is when its purpose is to build up, and it models God’s love and 
grace. 
 

4. KNOWING WHY YOU HAVE BEEN CHOSEN 

It is important for you to know why it is that you have been chosen. 
a. First of all, don’t doubt that God has chosen you 

i. You know you are chosen when you hear God’s call to trust and follow 
Him. 

ii. When you doubt, you are disagreeing with God’s choices 
iii. Just put your trust in God  
iv. Humbly thank Him for choosing you 
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b. God’s purpose with you 
i. He chose you to save you 
ii. He chose you to bring glory to His name, not because there is anything 

about you to glory in. 
1. Just like the Corinthians 
2. Look who they were 
3. What a God to choose them, save them and change them!! 
4. That is like you. No reason to choose you. Only God’s grace. 

 
iii. It is not about YOUR gifting, but about the gifting that God gives you. That 

is what brings glory to God. 
 

c. Laying hold of God’s grace 
i. Be humble about the fact you have been chosen. 
ii. Know what your value is. Which is that God has chosen you. 
iii. Remember what Jesus said, “With man this is impossible, but not with 

God; all things are possible with God.”  
iv. You have been chosen by God.  
v. So live it with your whole being. 

 
ILL. The story of Pat Nixon, founder of Mustard Seed (The Seed), Calgary 

 
 


