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LIFE’S NEGLECTED GARDEN 
CMBC August 9, 2015                                                                    Proverbs 24:30 – 34 

 

 There is a lot about gardens and vineyards and fields throughout the Bible. 

 It begins with the Garden of Eden and goes on to tell Adam that the result of his sin was 
that working the soil would be a challenge.  

 Genesis 3:17 “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it 
all the days of your life. [18] It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat 
the plants of the field. [19] By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you 
return to the ground.”  

 If you are a gardener, you know all about that. 

 Jesus likened our hearts to soil in which the seed of the Gospel is planted, and there 
was hard soil, stony soil, thistle growing soil, and good soil that produced and 
abundance of fruit. 

 On another occasion Jesus talked to his disciples about the whitened fields in pointing 
to the great numbers of people who needed to hear the Gospel message. 

 And of course, lots of stories about vineyards in the Old Testaments and vineyards are 
often uses as a parable in the Old and New to understand God’s work in our lives. 

 The metaphor of the garden and fields goes on and on throughout the Bible. 
 

1. “PURIFICES HIMSELF AS HE IS PURE” 

a. The “off and on” gardener 
i. Solomon made this observation 

Proverbs 24:30 – 34  I went past the field of the sluggard, past the 
vineyard of the man who lacks judgment; [31] thorns had come up 
everywhere, the ground was covered with weeds, and the stone wall 
was in ruins. [32] I applied my heart to what I observed and learned a 
lesson from what I saw:  

ii. He is not only giving instruction about how to be successful in the 
vineyard, but he is also giving instruction on how to live life. 

iii. ILL. The neighbour who had great plans for his garden, but could 

never keep up with the weeds, and would just plow it under again. 
iv. Our lives are like a garden 

1. Sometimes they turn into pretty messy gardens. 
2. Our lives constantly need careful attention 

v. What are the weeds? 
1. There are the obvious sinful actions and disobedience 
2. Often, like weeds, we don’t recognize our weeds 
3. Attitudes are a big one 

 
b. God’s view of the garden 

i. But God always sees the potential 
ii. Listen to this amazing verse 

1 John 3:3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just 
as he is pure.  

iii. ILL. The story of John Nash 

 A brilliant mathematical and professor at Princeton University 
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 Then the 30-year-old professor interrupted a lecture to announce he 
was on the cover of Life magazine—disguised as the pope.  

 He turned down a prestigious post at the University of Chicago 
because, he said, he was about to become the emperor of Antarctica. 

 He claimed that foreign governments were communicating with him 
through The New York Times  

 He was diagnosed with paranoid schizophrenia and was prescribed 
treatment 

 But he cashed in all his pension funds and fled to Europe where he 
wandered around 

 He saw himself as a secret messenger of God and the focus of an 
international communist conspiracy. 

 His wife, Alicia convinced the American government to have him 
deported back to American 

 He was placed in an asylum where he began to get treatment 

 Eventually he began to improve even teaching again and winning a 
Nobel Prize in science, but he had to work hard at controlling his 
condition  

 They made a movie about his life, at one point in the movie a 
colleague asks John’s wife "So, Alicia, how are you holding up?"  
 
Alicia responds feebly, "Well, the delusions have passed. They're 
saying with medications—" 
 
The colleague interrupts, "No, I mean you." 
 
Alicia pauses and then explains, "I think often what I feel is obligation, 
or guilt over wanting to leave, rage against John, against God. But 
then I look at him, and I force myself to see the man that I married, 
and he becomes that man. He's transformed into someone that I 
love, and I'm transformed into someone that loves him. It's not all the 
time, but it's enough." 
 
"I think John is a very lucky man," the colleague says. 
 

iv. John and Alicia did divorce, but the later they married each other 
again. 
1. This past May, John and Alicia were killed in a car crash while 

riding in a taxi, when the taxi driver lost control. 
 

v. Someone wrote: 
The story affirms the difficulty—and the beauty—of loving those who 
are hard to love. We wonder at the possibility that someone could 
love a person who is difficult or unlovely, and then we are jolted back 
to Calvary's reality. It is the grace of a holy, just, and merciful God 
condescending to love a race of undeserving sinners 

Romans 5:8 God showed his great love for us by sending 

Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.  
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vi. God looks at the garden of your life and sees what it can be. Sees 
who he died for and what this “garden” can be.  

1 John 3:3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies 
himself, just as he is pure.  

vii. What a God! That is our motivation to purify ourselves. 
 

2. UPS AND DOWNS OF THE JOURNEY 

a. It begins with an earnest commitment to God 
i. With enthusiasm, excitement 
ii. New Bible, new devotional books 
iii. Maybe even a new suit 
iv. Joining a new Bible Study group 
v. A new job in the church 
vi. Even witnessing 
vii. It is like starting a garden in the spring 

 
b. Then the drudgery in everyday life 

i. Skipping devotional times, prayer times 
ii. Sins crop up and are left to simmer 
iii. Just not as exciting as it once was 
iv. Become uncomfortable with those who still are excited and committed 
v. You still say your spiritual garden is important but you talk less about it 
vi. Instead of talking about God and His purpose for your life and how I 

need to grow in my spiritual life, any spiritual discussion seems to 
center on what’s so wrong with so-and-so, with the churches, with … 
(and you put in the names), criticism of others – negative things. 

vii. We focus on other people’s gardens rather than on our own. 
viii. It is in those times that we can never remember a discussion we had 

with someone about where and how I am growing spiritually. 
 

ix. Listen, that is the reality 
1. Everyone that is mentioned in the Bible ends up with a weedy 

garden, 
2. Abraham, David, Peter, John, Paul 
3. All of our gardens of life get pretty weedy at times 
4. And it is important and helpful for us to know that 

 
c. But then comes a major clean-up day 

i. Thank God for that 
ii. A medical or a financial crisis 
iii. A great message or retreat 
iv. We meet God in a new way to receive His cleansing, and His 

instructions about the weeds we didn’t recognize 
 
 

3. SERVICE FOR GOD IS ALSO LIKE LIFE 

a. Enthusiasm for the ministry 
i. Take on a job or ministry with great ambition 
ii. Great new ideas and ideals 
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iii. Even ideas for a full-time ministry in the church or on the mission field 
 

b. The reality of the burden 
i. It gets too demanding 
ii. People won’t cooperate 
iii. People criticize 
iv. Discouragements sets in 

 
c. A renewed vision for ministry 

i. A renewed realization that this isn’t my task this is the Lord’s 
ii. Times are changing and I need to hear what God is saying 
iii. That is the reality of all our lives. 

 

4. BENEFITING FROM THE GARDEN 

a. The discipline of regular “weeding” looks to the future. 
i. When 1 John 3:3 says Everyone who has this hope in him purifies 

himself, just as he is pure. The hope it is talking about is the coming 
of our Lord. 

ii. Regular “weeding” looks to the work that God is doing in my life and 
the potential that he sees. 

iii. Colossians 3:12 [12] Since God chose you to be the holy people he 

loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. [13] Make allowance for 
each other's faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, 
the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. [14] Above all, 
clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect 
harmony. [15] And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your 
hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in peace. 
And always be thankful.  

iv. That is doing some great weeding of the garden of our lives, and what 
great benefits. 
 
 

b. The joy of the marvelous fruit 
i. One of the fruits is the freedom that comes from being honest about 

my “weeds” and knowing that God is helping me with cleaning up my 
garden. 

ii. The unhappy, grumbling person, always critical about something, 
doesn’t enjoy this fruit of freedom. 
 

c. The need to recommit to being a good spiritual gardener 
i. Things are changing in our lives and in the church today 

1. And with every change there is a new opportunity to look at 
the garden of our life 

2. We miss out when we only fight the changes, and never see 
what new thing God wants to do in our lives 

ii. God calls you to a renew vision 
1. See the opportunities God is giving to you 
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iii. It is no easy journey, and it takes constant recommitment to what God 
has called you to be. 


