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LIVING WITH IMPERFECT PEOPLE 
AND ENJOYING IT 

CMBC August 23, 2015                                                                    Colossians 3:12 – 17 

 
Some thoughts from the messages I have preached at the last two weddings. 
These verses from Colossians 3 don’t only apply to marriage. 
This is Paul’s introduction to God’s instructions about all of our closest relationships: 

 [18] Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  

 [19] Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.  

 [20] Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  

 [21] Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.  

 [22] Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their 

eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the 
Lord. [23] Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, 
not for men, 

 [4:1] Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that 
you also have a Master in heaven. 

 
So Paul begins this introduction with “Clothe yourselves …” 

1. WHAT WE WEAR MATTERS 
a. Clothes to impress 

i. The beautifully dressed people at the wedding. 
ii. My grandson even bought a suit. 
iii. You all look very well dressed this morning 
iv. But these aren’t the clothes we wear everyday. 
v. We put on suitable clothing for the occasion 
vi. What we wear is a reflection of who we are. 

 
b. Clothes to cover up 

i. Clothes also are a cover-up of who we are. 
ii. Cover up a private, sometimes flabby, smelly person we would like to 

hide. 
iii. We all know people who we admire and celebrate but all the while 

catch small glimpses of the unfinished person somewhere hidden. 
 

2. GOD’S GLORIOUS WARDROBE 
a. Put on and take off these characteristics 

i. Paul picks up this metaphor in this chapter of “what you wear” and 
“what you don’t wear”.  

ii. “Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience”, but the adds, “Rid yourselves of all such things as 
these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your 
lips.” 

iii. Hearing this, our initial impulse is to set to work to rid ourselves of the 
things that displease God and will lead to sin, and undermine our 
happiness, and in their place put on the qualities that please God and 
will lead to holiness and enhance our happiness 
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iv. It makes sense then, that if you set out as a married couple to work 
every day at putting on these characteristics - like you have put on 
these wonderful clothes today – that you will succeed in a life time of 
marital bliss. And you could almost hear the married people in the 
audience nodding their heads in agreement. 
 

b. But the old flawed character still shows up 
i. Except that it doesn’t work that simply. We try to live up to the high 

standard, but when we realize that the old, flawed character is still 
present, we cobble together other ways of making it work – settling 
for something less than the early ideals for life and marriage – but 
miss the significance of the incredibly good news of grace 

ii. Paul challenges the idea that Christian character come as a result of 
keeping rules and regulations. Earlier in Chapter 3 he says: (3:1-4) 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 
things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set 
your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and 
your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your 
life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
 

c. So now what? 
i. You can only understand how these virtues work in life by getting 

Who makes them work in our life. 
ii. The Who answer is this: The work of Christ in salvation has created in 

us, holiness, character, that shows up in these ways – compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, patience.  
 

3. KNOWING “WHO” MAKES THESE VIRTUES WORK 

a. Put on Christ 
i. Literally, clothe yourself with Christ 
ii. Put on Christ 
iii. He is the One we let shape our character 

 
b. Live out Christ 

i. The real story of a Christian marriage and relationships is that you let 
Christ live in you – and this grace of God produces character 

ii. 2 Cor 3:18  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's 
glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.  

iii. He is the center and focus of your life. 

iv. This serves an even greater purpose. Your life and marriage gives 
witness to the realty that God changes people. His work in you 
overcomes the sinful nature, and people become convinced that the 
Gospel is true. 
 

4. A CHRIST-LIKE ATTITUDE 

a. Accepting their imperfections 
i. Paul seems to have a specific situation in mind as to what the 

outcome of all this will be. He says two things: “13 Bear with each 
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other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one 
another.” To bear with means to “make allowance for” the other. Like 
you do with a fussing baby.  

ii. That is more than tolerating or enduring with the other person. It 
means to find the grace to find new levels of intimacy with a person 
who has plenty of unfinished business in their life. If you are looking 
for it, there is plenty to be disappointed in – disgusted with – even 
hate in your partner, those you live with. But the same is true in you. 
And in the desire and process of seeking intimacy with each other, 
there comes with it much to forgive in each other. 

iii. The journey of marriage and other relationships asks a simple 
question – “Can you love another person enough to “bear” their 
weaknesses, their failures?”  

iv. How do you clothe yourself with these virtues? Listen carefully to this: 
3:12 – 13 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience.  
Now here is how: [13] Bear with each other and forgive whatever 

grievances you may have against one another. 
ILL. I put on a suit for this morning. It is the suit jacket that I put on. 

But here is how I did it. I put one arm through the sleeve, and then 
the other arm through the other sleeve. To try to put both arms in at 
the same time won’t work. 
 
God calls us to put one compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience. Here is how we do that: by bearing with each other and 
forgiving whatever grievances you may have against one another.It is 
making allowances for the weaknesses and failures of each other. 
 
Only God can help you do that in a Christ like manner, and only as 
we let Christ live through us. 
 

v. You will tend to think that the other person’s failures are worse than 
your own, but you both share in your equal weakness. The nature of 
your love is to bear the guilt, shame, blame, and sin of the other. 
Their imperfections are not something to hold against them, not even 
to overlook them. Instead of criticism, it is tenderness and 
compassion that makes room for more love. To truly love each other 
is not to see the other as wonderful, saintly. But rather to see their 
weakness, falseness, shoddiness, worst habits exposed, and by the 
pure grace of God to accept them and love them 
 
That is what God does for us. 
 

b. Forgiving the grievances 
i. Vs. 13  forgive whatever grievances you may have against one 

another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  
ii. How does God forgive? 

1. Does God only forgive when we have no failures? 
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2. Does God only forgive when you don’t do it again? 
3. Does God only for once? 

 
c. Resulting in a Christ-like intimacy  

i. There is no intimacy that brings us as close to each other than to be 
honest about our own weaknesses and “bear with” the weaknesses 
of our partner and the people we live with. 

ii. It is the basis of a deepening trust and a deepening of intimacy. 
iii. Some of us don’t have close friends because we can’t come to that 

honesty and that acceptance. 
iv. Only God can give you that courage and that strength 

 
d. There are times though that we feel we have to point out their failures. 

i. Unfortunately, some of us feel like that all the time, with everybody 
ii. Those of us like that, don’t let other do that to us, don’t admit to our 

own weaknesses and failures. 
iii. And unfortunately, those who live that way have no real close friends. 

They have not allowed themselves to grow in intimacy. 
 

5. ABOVE ALL THESE PUT ON LOVE 

a. Learning how from God 
i. Love is not primarily an emotion 
ii. It is what you learn from God toward yourself. 

1. It is when we understand God’s love for us in spite of our 
unloveliness that we truly understand love. 

2. It is when we are honest about ourselves that we can believe 
in the love of God 

iii. God is love 
1. God’s love is like an armor of forgiveness and acceptance that 

we can put on over our failure. It is a coat of worthiness over 
our worthlessness. That’s what it means to ‘put on Christ” - to 
assume his strength, purity, goodness – recognizing that we 
have none of our own.  

iv. His love, is the only thing that can shield you through the searing 
experience of self-revelation, being exposed to your partner, the 
people that you live with and work with. Intimacy is the place of the 
transformation of your character. And being honest with yourself will 
set you free to love. 
 

b. Learning how thru imperfect people 
i. You’re not going to like where you learn this. 
ii. It is through living with the weaknesses and failures of the people you 

live with. 
iii. 1 Corinthians 13 is the great love chapter; a great description of true 

love. 
iv. But a large piece of that description is to tell you that the people you 

live with will not always be easy to live with. 
v. Listen:  [4] Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or 

proud [5] or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, 
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and it keeps no record of being wronged Love is not irritable or 
touchy. It does not hold grudges and will hardly even notice when 
others do it wrong. [7] Love never gives up, never loses faith, is 
always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 

vi. Don’t believe the lie that you aren’t loving this way because the there 
is something wrong with the other person. Something in you your life 
is blocking God’s Spirit from living out His love in you. 

c. Finding peace in imperfect relationships 
i. Colossians 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  
ii. That is how you have peace in your marriage, your home, the church, 

with the people you live and work with. 
iii. The honesty that these passages call for includes the honesty that 

there are times, maybe many times, that we don’t live like that, and 
that we need to admit it, confess it and ask for forgiveness. 

 The Christian life is lived out in relationships. It matures in relationships. The proof 
of it is in relationships. 

 When Jesus was asked how to get eternal life, his answer was always about loving 
God and loving your neighbour, the people around you. 
 

o All the law and the prophets (Luke 10:25) 
o Parable of the Good Samaritan 
o Expert in the law agreed that to love your neighbour more important than 

burnt offerings and sacrifices (Mark 12: 28 – 34) Close to the kingdom of God 
o Young Rich Ruler – You miss one thing. Go sell and give to the poor, and 

follow me. (Matt 19:18 – 30) 
o Disciples marvelled – With God all things are possible. 

 

 That is only possible as we submit to God and let Him live His love through us. 
 


