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AFRAID NOT TO FEAR THE LORD 
CMBC August 30, 2015                                                           Psalm 111:10 – 112:1 – 8 

 
I am sure that you have heard the phrase “I will put the fear of God in you”. It 
is spoken of  as a threat. The Bible teaches a broader understanding of the-
fear-of-the-Lord. 
 
Two high school teachers for whom we had a unique kind of fear. 
Peter Dyck our principle and math teacher could be very stern, but we loved 
him. 
Miss Dixon a small white haired soft spoken woman. She was so lovable, we 
feared to offend or even disappoint her. 
 
There is a lot in the Bible about fearing God. It also has some unique 
characteristics. 
Last Sunday night we examined the idea of what seems like contradictions 
about God, yet at the same time two very different but opposing aspects of 
God. The fear-of-the-Lord could fit into that as well. 
 
We know about the sternness of fearing God, but here are verses that present 
another side. 
 
Psalm 111:10 – Psalm 112:1 - 7 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow His precepts 
have good understanding. To Him belongs eternal praise. 
 
1Praise the LORD. 
Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, 
who finds great delight in His commands. 
2His children will be mighty in the land;  
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
3Wealth and riches are in His house,  
and His righteousness endures forever. 
4Even in darkness light dawns for the upright,  
for the gracious and compassionate and righteous man. 
5Good will come to Him who is generous and lends freely, 
who conducts His affairs with justice. 
6Surely he will never be shaken; 
a righteous man will be remembered forever. 
7He will have no fear of bad news;  
His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
8His heart is secure, he will have no fear; 
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The Scripture that Marcia read this morning: 
Isaiah 11:3 He will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
 
Psalm 19:9 8The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart.  

The commands of the LORD are radiant,  giving light to the eyes. 9The fear of 
the LORD is pure, enduring forever. 
 
Psalm 34:8 – 9 8Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man 

who takes refuge in Him. 9Fear the LORD, you His saints, for those who fear 
Him lack nothing. 
Proverbs 14:26 - 27  
He who fears the Lord has a secure fortress and for His children it will be a 
refuge. 7The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, turning a man from the 
snares of death. 
 
Jehoshaphat has been instructed from the Lord to appoint judges throughout 
the land. 
2 Chronicles 19:7,9  7Now let the fear of the LORD be upon you. Judge 
carefully, for with the LORD our God there is no injustice or partiality or 
bribery.” 
9He gave them these orders: “You must serve faithfully and wholeheartedly in 
the fear of the LORD.  
 
In fact Deuteronomy 31:12 tells us to Listen and learn to fear the Lord your 
God. 
 
Exodus 20:20  God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with 
you to keep you from sinning. 
 
Leviticus 25:17; 36; 43   Do not take advantage of one another but fear your 

God. I am the LORD your God. 
36 Do not take interestof any kind from Him, but fear your God, so that your 
countryman may continue to live among you.  
About handling slaves 43  Do not handle them ruthlessly but fear your God. 
 
Proverbs 2:1 – 5  if you accept my words  
and store up my commands within you, 
2turning your ear to wisdom  
and applying your heart to understanding, 
3and if you call out for insight 
and cry aloud for understanding, 
4and if you look for it as for silver  
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and search for it as for hidden treasure, 
5then you will understand the fear of the LORD  
and find the knowledge of God. 
 
And of course the passage we all might think of: 
Deuteronomy 10:12  And now O Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of 
you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to love Him, to 
serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13and to 
observe the LORD's commands and decrees that I am giving you today for 
your own good? 
 
 
Fear in these verses, and there are more we could sight, is about a respect, 
and awe,  
 

Have you ever been fearful, or nervously excited to personally meet with 
some important person? I did when I went to meet Billy Graham. 
These verses tell us how greater this meeting with God is. 
He is so superior to anything we know – or, for that matter, anything that 
exists. 

 
 

 1. Understanding The Superiority Of God 

a. Superior in person 
i. His attributes are overwhelming  

1. He is everywhere all the time 
2. He has all power 
3. He knows everything. We know only a tiny fraction of 

what He knows. And what we know comes from Him. 
4. He is eternal, always has been, there is no beginning 

with Him 
 

b. Superior in character 
i. He is holy, without any sin, not even a sinful thought 
ii. He is love. He is everything that love is, way beyond our 

ability to understand love. 
iii. Yet he hates sin. 
iv. And he is completely fair and just in everything that he does. 

 
c. Superior in mission 

i. His mission, as it relates to us, is to bring to light the 

amazing glory of His holiness and His love. 
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ii. This mission includes a complete eradicate of all evil in all of 
its forms and consequences. 
 

d. That is the basis of the awe and respect toward a much, much 
superior being. This is the basis of the fear of God. 

i. His superiority causes us to be in awe 
ii. Who He is, changes who we are 
iii. Who He is, causes us to love Him, to praise Him, to do 

whatever we can to be close to Him 
 

There is also … 

 2. His Superior Relationship With Us 

a. He is the One who created and formed us 
i. His relationship begins with the fact that we are His creation 

1. Not a random creation, but out of His specific plan for 

who we are 
2. He knows every hair, but so much more about us 

ii. He sees us as His special love 
iii. He made us so that we could understand His love and 

communicate heart to heart 
 

b. Our life depends on Him – here and in eternity 
i. Every heart beat is known by Him 
ii. He knows the number of our days 
iii. We can ignore Him but there would be no life without Him. 

We breath the breathe He breathed into our nostrils. 
iv. He has great plans for us, once we are delivered from the 

effects and limitations of sin, plans to share His glory for all 
eternity. 

v. It is only possible because of Him 
 

c. Our limited understanding of the consequences of breaking 
relationship with Him 

i. Because of all that He is, it is totally foolish to try going on 
our own without Him – completely mindless 

ii. We really don’t get what the consequences are of not 
accepting the relationship with Him, with all that he offers 

iii. Even though we have a small insight by what He has told us 
in His Word, we still never get the full terrible picture. 

iv. It is like the stupidity of building a big fire and throwing 
everything we have in it. 

v. The fear of the Lord also comes when we know how much 
he hates evil, sin and the terrible consequences of it 
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1. When the Children of Israel stood at the foot of Mount 
Sinai and saw it flash with lightening, and roar with 
thunder, and felt it shake and  tremble, their hearts 
were full of fear. 

a. What they didn’t understand was that the 
presence of God on that mountain was giving 
them the instructions that would bring them 
salvation. 

b. The fear of God was His might, His holiness 
and His love for the people. 

2. When we read, “The people did not fear the Lord 
God” we shutter to think of their foolishness, and the 
terrible consequences 

 
Isaiah 33:6 He will be your sure foundation providing a rich store of 

salvation, wisdom, and knowledge. The fear of the LORD will be your 
treasure. 

 

 3. The Treasure Of “Fearing The LORD” 

a. Treasure the awe and respect for what He does for us 
i. It is not just who He is that brings out our awe, it is also 

what He has done for us. 
ii. He made the sacrifice of death for our sins 
iii. He forgives all of our sin 
iv. He gifts us with the Holy Spirit  
v. It is even He that gives us the ability to believe 
vi. He gives us His gifts to join Him, serving His mission and 

purpose 
 
 

b. Responding to Him with joy and thanksgiving 
i. The fear of the Lord fills our hearts with jo and thanksgiving 
ii. In the fear of the Lord we have the certainly that God 

accepts us 
 

c. Humbled that He even knows us, loves and cares for us 
 

d. Our awe/fear/respect drives the passion to be close to Him 
i. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge – 

knowledge about this awesome God  
ii. It drives us to live in obedience to Him, because it makes so 

much sense to do as He says 
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iii. It drives us to let Him correct us, because we want so much 
to learn to fear Him 

iv. It drives us to want to be close to Him, communicate with 
Him, to love Him with all of our hearts 

v. That is what it means to fear the Lord your God. 
vi. Listen again to the description of the one who fears the 

Lord. 
 

Psalm 111:10 – Psalm 112:1 - 7 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow His 
precepts have good understanding. To Him belongs eternal praise. 
 
1Praise the LORD. 
Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, 
who finds great delight in His commands. 
2His children will be mighty in the land;  
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
3Wealth and riches are in His house,  
and His righteousness endures forever. 
4Even in darkness light dawns for the upright,  
for the gracious and compassionate and righteous man. 
5Good will come to Him who is generous and lends freely, 
who conducts His affairs with justice. 
6Surely he will never be shaken; 
a righteous man will be remembered forever. 
7He will have no fear of bad news;  
His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
8His heart is secure, he will have no fear; 

 


