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COMING TOGETHER TO REMEMBER 
CMBC September 6, 2015  Communion                                                    Luke 22:14 - 20 

 
This past Friday Ruth and I celebrated our wedding anniversary. Thank you to those who 
called or sent cards and best wishes. Last year was our 50th and it was a big affair with 
family, relatives and friends and lots of great food. This year we decided to stay at home. 
We ordered in a delicious meal. Ruth had candle lights at the table, and we enjoyed a 
wonderful quiet time together, remembering the events of 51 years ago. 
 
There are lots of special meals for all of us which are times of celebration and 
remembering: birthdays, anniversaries, Christmas, Thanksgiving. Some of these meals 
have a more significant meaning for us. John Martens and his siblings recently had dinner 
together celebrating their anniversary of coming to Canada. 
 
No meals have had a greater significance than the Passover Meal and the Lord’s Supper. 
The invitation to these two meals has come from God Himself. 
 
1. THE PASSOVER MEAL 

a. A family affair 
i. The first time the Passover meal was introduced, it was very much in 

the privacy of their homes. It was a tense occasion, yet filled with 
great anticipation. 

ii. After that the Passover Meal was celebrated as a special family time 
iii. On the surface it celebrated a miraculous deliverance from the tyranny 

of slavery in Egypt 
iv. You can just hear the dad telling the story again to the wide eyed 

children. 
v. Pastor Walter taught a great lesson in the Sunday School class a few 

weeks ago, giving helpful insight into understanding the requirements 
and traditions of the Passover Meal. 
 

b. Unifying the nation around their belief in God 
i. It was a family affair, but all of the families in the nation were in their 

homes that night, celebrating the same event. 
ii. It brought the nation together. 
iii. All of them declared, we are different. We all are followers of the 

LORD God, Jehovah. 
 

c. A meal with significant meaning 
i. I was more than a meal. It was a meal with a deep meaning.  
ii. God had called them to this meal  
iii. Here is what they were affirming. 

Deuteronomy 6:4 – 5 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD 

is one.  Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength.  

iv. The “Shema”, which means to hear. In Israel today, many homes have 
this Shema written on a plaque posted on their door posts. The same 
door posts on which was the blood of the Passover lamb.  
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v. In every household. The family was together. The nation was together 
in their belief in God. 
 

d. Jesus’ eagerness to eat the Passover Meal 
i. It was this meal that Jesus was sharing with his disciples when He 

introduced the next meal – The Lord’s Supper 
ii. We read he was eager to have this meal with His disciples 

Luke 22:14 – 15 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles 
reclined at the table. [15] And he said to them, “I have eagerly 
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.” 

iii. Why was he eager? No one understood the Passover Meal like did 
Jesus.  
1. And he was eager because he would give them a deeper 

understanding of what the Passover was all about.  
2. Which would help them to better understand His reason for 

coming to earth.  
3. He would introduce the Lord’s Supper. And they would better 

see why he had to die. 
 

2. THE LORD’S SUPPER 
a. A Family of God affair 

i. The Lord’s Supper was more than just a meal eaten in the household, 
in a family setting. 

ii. This was now a meal shared by a larger family, the Family of God 
iii. Jesus words to the disciples at the beginning of this meal, when he 

had taken the cup and given thanks:  
Luke 22:17 “Take this and divide it among you.” It was a new kind of 

family. 
iv. The message at this meal was that Jesus was the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of people from the whole world 
The words of the Shema stay the same,  
Deuteronomy 6:4 – 5 Hear, O Children of God: The LORD our God, 
the LORD is one.  Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength.  

v. But now added is “This is my body which was broken for you. This is 
my blood which was shed for the forgiveness of sin.” 
 

b. This meal clarifies the meaning of the first meal 
i. The Passover Meal told of God’s deliverance of His people from 

slavery. It also declared that He alone was God. No other gods 
compared. He was the almighty God defeating the gods of Egypt and 
all other Gods. He was the God that called out His people to follow 
Him into a different lifestyle. No idols. A personal God who loves you. 
A new personal relationship with you. 

ii. The Lord’s Supper tells of a God who would stoop down in humility, 
and sacrifice His life to redeem people from an eternal slavery and 
damnation, because He is a God of love. 

iii. The story that is told at the Lord’s Supper is about God’s Son dying on 
the cross and rising victorious from the grave, 
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iv. The story that is shared at the Lord’s Supper is how I came to be a 
follower of God, child of God, a part of His chosen family. A 
declaration that I believe in this God. 

v. At this table we are reminded again of what this awesome God did for 
us. 

vi. Here is where we tell our children the story of God’s grace and God’s 
amazing love. 
 

c. A new kind of unity in the new kingdom 
i. At this table is invited not only people from the Children of Israel.  
ii. At this table sit people from every nation in the world, all eating the 

bread and drinking the cup, all united in our belief and trust in Jesus, 
God the Son. 

iii. The rich and the poor living in rags, the old and the inexperienced 
young, the scholar and those even unable to read, the business 
entrepreneur and the lowly minimum wage earner, the one who has 
years of experience with God and the new believer just beginning to 
know, the one who bows quiet to take the bread and the cup and the 
exuberant one who can’t keep quiet. Some celebrate this meal in a 
small simple building and some in a beautiful House of Worship. 

iv. We have our differences but we all are family – the Family of God. We 
believe that Jesus died on the cross to save us from our sin. 

v. We are joined today with millions and millions of people, coming 
together with us at the Lord’s Table.  

vi. The Scripture says to all of us, “When you come together… eat and 
drink – and do so in remembrance of Him, Jesus. 

vii. This is a oneness, a unity around this table. 
 

d. There is another meal, a greater meal being prepared 
i. Jesus said to His disciples, Luke 22:16 For I tell you, I will not eat it 

again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”  
ii. He was telling us of an even greater meal: The Wedding Feast when 

we will all be welcomed in our final home with Him. 
iii. That feast will celebrate that we are finally delivered from all of the 

tragedy of our slavery to sin.  
iv. Completely free at last! 

 
So when we come to this table, we declare that God alone is God, the Almighty God 
whom we can love, and we declare that God sent His Son Jesus to die for our sins, 
and we declare that He is preparing another meal for us, and when he calls us, we 
will eat with Him there. 
 
If you can agree to that, then you are welcome at this table. 
 
Singing together “Let Us Break Bread Together On Our Knees”. #323 

 


