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DISCOVERING GOD IN JESUS’ LINEAGE 
December 6, 2015  PM 

Why the genealogy? Waiting for the Messiah. David 
was promised that his descendants would rule of 
every. 

2 Sam 7:12 - 16“‘The LORD declares to you that the 
LORD himself will establish a house for you: 
[12] When your days are over and you rest with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, 
who will come from your own body, and I will establish 
his kingdom.  
[16] Your house and your kingdom will endure forever 
before me *; your throne will be established forever.'”  

 
Two genealogies: 
Matthew 1:1 – 17 from Abraham to Joseph 
Luke 3:23 – 38 from “Joseph” (MARY) to Adam 
Joseph’ father Matthew – Jacob   Luke – Heli 
 
This is information from Donald Barnhouse. 
The two are parallel from Abraham to David. 
 
Matthew follows Solomon’s line 
David chose Solomon to succeed him on the throne. 

We will see God’s sovereignty through these 
choices. 

Joseph was a decedent of Solomon 
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Solomon is the royal line – the line of the kings of 
Judah 

Mary was a decedent of Nathan 
Nathan was the legal line – no kings, but he was 
the eldest son and entitled to the throne. 

 
Matthew 1:16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the 
husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is 
called Christ.  
 Matthew does not say, “Joseph the father of 
Jesus.” 
Luke says 3:23  He (Jesus) was the son, so it was 
thought,, of Joseph 
 
The proof that Joseph was not the father of Jesus is in 
one of the kings in Solomon’s line. 
Matthew 1:11 – 12 and Josiah the father of Jeconiah * 
and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. 
[12] After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the 
father of Shealtiel,  
Jeconiah is Jehoiachin.  
Jehoiachin was a very wicked king, at the time of the 
Babylon exile, and was the last king in David’s line. 
 
Jerimiah 22:30 [24] “As surely as I live,” declares the 
LORD, “even if you, Jehoiachin * son of Jehoiakim 
king of Judah, were a signet ring on my right hand, I 
would still pull you off. [25] I will hand you over to 
those who seek your life, those you fear—to 
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Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and to the 
Babylonians. * [26] I will hurl you and the mother who 
gave you birth into another country, where neither of 
you was born, and there you both will die. [27] You will 
never come back to the land you long to return to.”  
 [30] This is what the LORD says:  
“Record this man as if childless,  
a man who will not prosper in his lifetime,  
for none of his offspring will prosper,  
none will sit on the throne of David  
or rule anymore in Judah.”  
 
Because of his wickedness, and the wickedness of his 
mother, he and his decedents were cursed, the curse 
being that none of the decedents would rule on 
David’s throne. 
Not one of his seven sons ever possessed the throne. 
 
The next king of Judah was Jehoiachin’s uncle, 
Zediakiah, not of David’s line. And that was the last 
king of Judah. 
The eldest of Jehoiachin’s sons, Shealtiel, is listed in 
Joseph’s lineage, but never was king. 
 
Although Joseph was of Solomon’s royal line, he 
could never be king because of God’s word about this 
line. 
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However, the promise was that the Messiah, the 
Christ, would sit and rule on David’s throne. So Jesus 
could not be of Solomon’s line and therefor of 
Joseph’s line. 
 
Could one day one of Jehoiachin’s offspring lay claim 
to the throne of David, as one of the royal line of 
kings? 
 
Well let’s look at Mary’s genealogy. 
Luke follows Nathan’s line 

They were brothers from two separate mothers 
 
Nathan, the eldest son of David, was not in the royal 
line but had legal claim to the throne. 
And Nathan’s line produced Mary, who gave birth to 
Jesus, but not from Joseph. But became pregnant as 
the angel said, “…the Holy Ghost shall come upon 
you.”  

Luke 1:31 “And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name 
JESUS. [32] “He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the 
throne of His father David. [33] “And He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there 
will be no end.” [34] Then Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I do not know a man?” 
[35] And the angel answered and said to her, “ The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
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Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy 
One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.  

This was a virgin birth. 
 
Jesus had legal claim to the throne of David through 
Mary. 
 
What about the other children Joseph and Mary had. 
Did they have a claim?  

First of all they were of Joseph’s line. 
Second of all they had an elder brother, who was 
adopted by their father, Joseph, so that even any 
claim from Joseph’s offspring were not eligible for 
first claim on the throne. 

 

Matthew 1:17 Thus there were fourteen generations in 
all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the 
exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the 
Christ. 

 Abraham to David is the God of Mercy 

 David to the Babylon Exile is the God of 
Judgement 

 Babylon Exile to Jesus is the Faithfulness of God  
 
Mercy 

 Begins with Abraham 

 Leading them to promised land 
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 4 women listed and 3 are non-Jewish – Tamar, 
Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba  not Sarah, Rebecca or 
Rachel 

 God will bless all the nations 
 
Judgement 

 Solomon’s son Rehaboam  

 Rebellion of the northern tribes and Jeraboam 

 Trampled the poor (Amos) 

 Killed prophets 

 Israel scattered 

 Judah taken  
 
Faithfulness 
Brought back out of captivity 
Raised up the Son of David, the Son of God 
Psalm 89 [2] For I have said, Mercy shall be built up 
for ever: thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the 
very heavens.  
[3] I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have 
sworn unto David my servant,  
[4] Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy 
throne to all generations.  
Selah  
[5] And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, O 
LORD: thy faithfulness also in the congregation of the 
saints.  
 


