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PRAYER FOR THE FUTURE 
CMBC January 3, 2016                                                                       Romans 8:22 – 27 

 

Romans 8:22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 

childbirth right up to the present time. [23] Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies.  

With that groaning we hope for a better future.  
But often we are impatient for that future to happen. 
 

1. WE ARE SO CURIOUS ABOUT THE FUTURE 
a. Everything from how life will end to tomorrow’s weather 

ILL Planning to drive to Alberta for Christmas checked the weather and roads 
for days ahead. 
 

b. Impatient for events to unfold 
i. “I wish I knew how this will turn out.” 
ii. Psalm 143 O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy; 

[7] Answer me quickly, O LORD; my spirit fails.  
[8] Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,  
 

iii. Everything from  
1. When will it work out for my children to visit me 
2. To: When will my house sell? 
3. Will I get into Tabor or someplace else? 
4. Lord, answer me quickly. Let the morning bring me word 

iv. Not that we shouldn’t look forward to the future or wait on the Lord, but 
we worry about when God will answer. 

v. Praying about the future is important for us to do 
 

2. THE PROPHECIES OF THE BIBLE LOOKED INTO THE FUTURE 

a. First and foremost they authenticate God 
i. Many examples 
ii. Prophecy about Cyrus, the king of Persia 
iii. Ezra 1:1  In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the 

word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of 
Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and 
to put it in writing:  

iv. More than 200 years earlier, God declared:  …who says of Cyrus, ‘He 
is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I please; he will say of 
Jerusalem, “Let it be rebuilt,” and of the temple, “Let its foundations be 
laid.”' Isaiah 44:28 

v. Who would have thought then that a Persian king would instrumental 
in rebuilding Jerusalem? 

vi. This prophecy about the future authenticated God 
1. This was no accident 
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2. This was clearly the indication of a Sovereign God 
3. This was a powerful message to pay attention to this God and 

what He had to say. Even through to today. 
 

b. The purpose of prophecy was also to warn and prepare us about the 
consequences of our actions 

i. 2 Kings 24:13 As the LORD had declared, Nebuchadnezzar removed 
all the treasures from the temple of the LORD and from the royal 
palace, and took away all the gold articles that Solomon king of Israel 
had made for the temple of the LORD. [14] He carried into exile all 
Jerusalem: all the officers and fighting men, and all the craftsmen and 
artisans—a total of ten thousand. Only the poorest people of the land 
were left.  

ii. God had warned them that this would happen if they continued to 
rebel against Him. 

iii. God also prophecies of Christ’s second coming and over and over 
again tells us to be ready. 

iv. This is the purpose of prophecies in the Bible. 
 

3. THE FUTURE IS MORE THAN FATALISM 

a. God foreknows every minute of your life 
i. Psalm 139:15 – 16  My frame was not hidden from you when I was 

made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of 
the earth, [16] your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days 
ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to 
be.  

ii. I don’t know how, but He is God 
 

b. You can change and influence the future 
i. For your own life 

1. Yes God knows, but he also knows how you will make the 
decision to change 

ii. God also gives us the opportunity to change and influence the future 
1. Hezekiah 19:14 – 19 Hezekiah received the letter from the 

messengers and read it. Then he went up to the temple of the 
LORD and spread it out before the LORD. [15] And Hezekiah 
prayed to the LORD: “O LORD, God of Israel, enthroned 
between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the 
kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. 
[16] Give ear, O LORD, and hear; open your eyes, O LORD, 
and see; listen to the words Sennacherib has sent to insult the 
living God.  
[17] “It is true, O LORD, that the Assyrian kings have laid waste 
these nations and their lands. [18] They have thrown their gods 
into the fire and destroyed them, for they were not gods but 
only wood and stone, fashioned by men's hands. [19] Now, O 
LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all kingdoms 
on earth may know that you alone, O LORD, are God.”  
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2. God saved Judah that day, defeating the powerful Assyrian 
king. 
 

iii. That happened when the Berlin wall came down 
iv. That happened when thousands gathered to pray for peace in South 

Africa 
v. That is happening as thousands regularly meet for prayer in Egypt 
vi. That happens in your world, in your life today 

 
Sometimes we pray and things don’t work out as we want it to. 

4. PRAYER AS PREPARATION FOR THE FUTURE 
a. Jesus prayed for the courage to face the future 

i. Luke 22:41 – 44  He withdrew about a stone's throw beyond them, 
knelt down and prayed, [42] “Father, if you are willing, take this cup 
from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” [43] An angel from 
heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. [44] And being in 
anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of 
blood falling to the ground.  

ii. Of all the people whose prayer should have been answered. 
iii. But God had a difficult plan that needed to be carried out. 
iv. The answer that Jesus needed was to have the strength to carry out 

God’s plan. 
 

b. “Prayer changes things” 
i. Your heart – your attitude 
ii. Prayer changes your relationship to God – new life 
iii. Prayer helps you through the difficulties of His purpose 
iv. Prayer changes the circumstances around us. 
v. Prayer even changes the events around us 

 
Be in earnest about pray. 
Never give up. Keep on praying. 

Romans 8:22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 

childbirth right up to the present time. [23] Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies.  

[24] For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for 
what he already has? [25] But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently.  

[26] In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought 
to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 
[27] And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.  

 


