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INTIMATE CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD 
CMBC January 10, 2016                                                        Isaiah 55:1 – 6; John 14 & 15 

 
I had some errands to run, MCC, Bank, Drugstore, Oil Change. 
Ruth decided to come along. 
As we were getting the oil changed, I apologized. 
She said, “No. It is just so good to be with you.” 
God is like that, but even more. He says, “I want to be with you.” 
 

1. GOD’S INVITATION INTO HIS PRESENCE 

a. “Seek my face” 
i. Isaiah 55:1 “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and 

you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without cost.  

ii. Isaiah 55:6  Seek the LORD while you can find him. Call on him now 
while he is near.  

iii. It was in the Garden of Eden that man first hid from God, because he 
was afraid of the consequences of his disobedience.  
1. The consequences of man trying to run his life in disobedience 

to God, was indeed severe. 
2. It is devastatingly destructive, without hope 
3. That is why God calls us to return to Him, where we will find 

mercy, forgiveness, help in the consequences of our sin. 
4. It is with a tenderness that God calls 
5. Calls us into an intimate relationship with Him, as it was before 

man’s disobedience. 
6. That intimacy is found in what we call prayer. 

 
iv. Psalm 27:8 My heart has heard you say, "Come and talk with me." 

And my heart responds, "LORD, I am coming."  
 

b. “Walk with me” 
i. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 pray without ceasing,  

Or as the Living Translation says, “Never stop praying” 
ii. This is a constant communication with God, a constant awareness of 

His presence 
iii. This is the Almighty inviting us to walk with Him through every moment 

of our lives. Through every issue, every circumstance. 
 

2. THE ISSUES OF LIFE AND ANSWERED PRAYER 

a. “Show us the Father” 
i. In John chapter 14, 

Jesus had just told his disciples that he would be leaving them, going 
back to the Father, and his disciple Philip says, “Show us the Father, 
and we will be satisfied” 

ii. Jesus replied, [16] "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet 
you still don't know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen 
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the Father! So why are you asking me to show him to you? [10] Don't 
you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words I speak are not my own, but my Father who lives in me does 
his work through me. [11] Just believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me. Or at least believe because of the work you have 
seen me do. [12] "I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will 
do the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I 
am going to be with the Father. [13] You can ask for anything in my 
name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. 
[14] Yes, ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it!  

iii. We often start this passage at verses 13 and 14, and miss the power 
of what Jesus says. 

iv. You see the power in Jesus life because the Father is in him. You see 
the works that he does and know that the Father is in him. 

v. And he says, believe this. Believe what you see is the power and 
presence of God in His life. 
 

vi. Then here comes the promise for us.  
The same power and presence is available to us. 

vii. Those who believe this, Jesus said, will do what he did and more  
– will demonstrate the power of God by having the same results in 
doing what Jesus did. 

viii. And it is in this context he says, ask for anything. 
ix. [13] You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do it, so that the 

Son can bring glory to the Father. [14] Yes, ask me for anything in my 
name, and I will do it!  
 

x. Here is why that is possible: [15] "If you love me, obey * my 
commandments. [16] And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, * who will never leave you. [17] He is the Holy 
Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because 
it isn't looking for him and doesn't recognize him. But you know him, 
because he lives with you now and later will be in you. * [18] No, I will 
not abandon you as orphans–I will come to you.  

xi. The presence and power of God with us, in us. 
xii. Believing means that in every part of life your walk in the presence of 

God  
– God is there at work in and through you 

xiii. What are these greater works? 
1. Jesus did outstanding miracles. 
2. What could be greater? 

a. The first major event was Pentecost when 3000 
people became believers. That had never happened 
before. 

b. The Church was established with thousands more 
becoming believers 

c. Millions since have believed. 
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3. Yes, today because of the presence and power of God in his 
people, all around the world miracles are performed, people 
are healed, demons are cast out, lives are changed 

xiv. That is what Jesus did 
1. And Jesus said, if you believe, ask whatever you will to do 

what Jesus did - even greater works – and he will give it to 
you, because of the powerful presence of God in your life. 

2. You have not because you ask not – the Bible says. 
 

b. “I am the vine” 

i. In this same conversation with the disciples, Jesus goes on to talk 
about the vine and the branches. 

ii. Don’t lose the context here. Jesus has just said that if you believe that 
He and the Father are one, then the presence and power of God is in 
you, the Holy Spirit is in you, and you will do even greater works than 
what Jesus did – greater works! And now he goes on… 

iii. John 15:1  "I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 
[2] He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn't produce fruit, and he 
prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even 
more. [3] You have already been pruned and purified by the 
message I have given you. [4] Remain in me, and I will remain in you. 
For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and 
you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me.  
 
[5] "Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in 
me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you 
can do nothing. [6] Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown 
away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered 
into a pile to be burned. [7] But if you remain in me and my words 
remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be 
granted! [8] When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. 
This brings great glory to my Father.  
 

iv. The world is changed because of the presence and power of God in 
you. 
1. What have you asked for? 
2. What have you believed God for? 

 

c. “You are my friends” 

i. Jesus goes on to say this to the disciples: 
ii. [14] You are my friends if you do what I command. [15] I no longer call 

you servants, because a servant does not know his master's 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 
learned from my Father I have made known to you.  

iii. A slave is one who tries to do what the Master asks him to do. 
1. He works out of obligation 
2. He doesn’t have ownership of the Master’s mission 
3. He doesn’t have the heart vision and passion that drives him 

to do the Masters plan. 
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iv. A friend is one who is in the presence with the Master,  
1. who is in partnership with the Master,  
2. who believes the Master  
3. and sees what it is that the Master wants to accomplish  
4. and is part of the mission with the Master. 

v. [15] I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know 
his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  

vi. Then Jesus went on… 
vii. [16] You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go 

and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you 
whatever you ask in my name. [17] This is my command: Love each 
other.  

viii. You haven’t forced yourself to be the Father’s friend. 
1. No! God has called you. 
2. Called you to enter into an intimate relationship with Him. 
3. Enter with Him into His plan. 

 

3. SO WHAT PRAYERS DOES GOD ANSWERES? 

a. He answered prayer that is focused on His mission.  
i. That is why we, in looking at our mission are LISTENING TO GOD 
ii. Believing that God wants to do in us and through us more than we 

ever could imagine.  
iii. God is the one who will do it. We listen and then go out and do it. 

b. So what prayers? 
c. Intercession for others. Prayers that are focused on others. 

James 5:13 – 20  Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone 
happy? Let him sing songs of praise. [14] Is any one of you sick? He should 
call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the 
name of the Lord. [15] And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 
person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 
[16] Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so 
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 
effective. 
 

d. Prayer exposes the heart  
i. Someone has said, “You know a man’s heart by what he asks of 

God.” 
ii. Verse 17  Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it 

would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half 
years. [18] Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the 
earth produced its crops.  

iii. With the faith Elijah had, he could have prayed for anything, but his 
focus was on God’s purpose, the Masters mission. 
 

e. Prayer for spiritual needs 
i. You will plead for more love 
ii. More longsuffering, patience 
iii. More gentleness 



5 
 

iv. More wisdom 
v. More humility 
vi. A deeper understanding of God’s word 
vii. A greater witness 

 
 

4. AN UNDISTRACTED PLACE TO MEET GOD 

a. Matthew 6:5  “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they 
love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen 
by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. [6] But 
when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, 
who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you.  
 

b. Alone with God 
i. In a place where you can focus on God 
ii. An intimate conversation with God 

 
c. Taking the time 

i. This is difficult for us and the busy demands of our lives 
ii. We need the times when we can hear from God 

 
d. Active praying 

i. A conversation with God 
ii. Listening to God 
iii. Praying back what you hear from God 

 
God calls out to you for time together with you. 
 
Larnell Harris sing the song “I Miss My Time With You” 
"There he was just waiting, 
In our old familiar place 
an empty spot beside him, 
where once I used to wait 
To be filled with strength and wisdom 
for the battles of the day 
I would have passed him by again 
If I didn't hear him say 
 
[Chorus:] 
 
I miss my time with you 
Those moments together 
I need to be with you each day 
and it hurt's me when you say 
you're too busy 
busy trying to serve me 
but how can you serve me 
When your spirit's empty 
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there's a longing in my heart 
wanting more than just a part of you 
it's true 
I miss my time with you 
 
What do I have to offer 
how can I truly care 
my efforts have no meaning 
when your presence isn’t there 
but you will provide the power 
if I take time to pray 
I'll stay right here beside him 
and you will never have to say.. 


