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ACCESS TO GOD 
CMBC May 1, 2016   Communion  Service                                             Hebrews 10:1 – 39 

 
Hope for a rocket from 2 box tops of Cornflakes cereal. I dreamed of flying through the 
neighbourhood. What arrive was a 2 inch long plastic rocket propelled by a squire of water. 
Only a shadow of what I expected. 
 

1. A SHADOW OF GOOD THNGS TO COME  

[10:1] The old system under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a dim preview of 
the good things to come, not the good things themselves.  
 

a. The elaborate requirements of the temple worship experience 
i. Read the book of Leviticus filled with details of the requirements of the 

tabernacle and temple worship 
 

ii. Every detail was important and helpful in understanding God  
1. and our relationship with God,  
2. and God plan for us 
3. the terrible separation our sin had caused 
4. the amazing mercy of God to forgive us our sins 

 
iii. The ceremonies would have been striking and unforgettable.  

 
iv. But they were only a shadow of the real thing. 

- A dim preview of the good things to come 
 

v. You still could never enter in the Most Holy Place in the temple 
1. Could never enter in the awesome presence of God  
2. Only hope is that the priest, also just a human, who made the 

sacrifice on your behalf had done it all correctly 
3. Just a shadow that represented what was to come 

 
b. The real thing was greatest worship service ever 

i. It was our perfect High Priest who made THE sacrifice that all of the 
former sacrifices pointed to. 

- It was when he presented himself as the sacrifice for our 
sin. 
 

ii. Not in a temple my with hands, but into the glorious presence of God 
1. Into heaven, a place of glory and eternity that we can’t even 

imagine 
2. If there was relief and hope after the earthly temple sacrifices, 

think of the rejoicing in heaven when Jesus sacrifice was 
finally complete 

3. 10:10 For God's will was for us to be made holy by the 
sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all time.  
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4. 10:14  For by that one offering he forever made perfect those 
who are being made holy.  
 

iii. Relief for us and joy in heaven 
iv. That is what we celebrate today 

 
c. Still a dim preview 

i. But even this is still a dim preview of when our salvation is finally 
fulfilled when we enter heaven. 

ii. ILL. Irene’s communion  
Matthew 26:29 I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from 
now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's 
kingdom.”  

iii. This was God the Son, Jesus, the Christ come here in human flesh to 
finally help us understand how God would save us. 

 
Sing together “MY SAVIOUR’S LOVE” 

 
Over and over again, the writer to the Hebrews tells us that the everything in the Old 
Testament pointed to the sacrifice Jesus made for our salvation.  

 

2. NOW WE CAN ENTER THE MOST HOLY PLACE WITH CONFIDENCE 

a. HOW? By faith in Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins 
10:19 And so, dear brothers and sisters, * we can boldly enter heaven's Most 
Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. [20] By his death, * Jesus opened 
a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place.  

i. The Jerusalem temple had a curtain that was about 60 feet in height, 
30 feet in width and four inches thick. 
1. Twice the height of our sanctuary ceiling 
2. Slightly thicker than a 2x4 
3. The message clearly was “Stay Out!” 

 
ii. [20] By his death, * Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through 

the curtain into the Most Holy Place.  
1. Not certain death by entering the Most Holy Place into God’s 

presence, but rather a “life-giving way through the curtain”. 
iii. [21] And since we have a great High Priest who rules over God's 

house, [22] let us go right into the presence of God with sincere 
hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty consciences have been 
sprinkled with Christ's blood to make us clean, and our bodies have 
been washed with pure water. 
  

iv. For the first time since the Garden of Eden, men and women, even 
children, are able to enter into God’s presence with confidence. 
  

b. Hold fast your faith 
i. So … [23]  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he 

who promised is faithful.  
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ii. Let us have a firm grip on our faith in Christ Jesus, for God can be 
trusted to keep his promise.  

iii. You enter because Jesus opened the door, and in faith, believing we 
enter in with confidence. 
 

You don’t do this alone. 
c. Coming in to God’s presence together 

i.  [24] Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and 
good works. [25] And let us not neglect our meeting together, as 
some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the 
day of his return is drawing near.  

ii. We help each other to confidently come into God’s presence. 
iii. This Communion is a public testimony of our having embraced God’s 

promises. We are committed. 
 

In his book Has Christianity Failed You? Ravi Zacharias tells the story of when, in 2008,  a 
gang of terrorists attacked the Taj Mahal Place Hotel in Mumbai, India. 200 people were 
killed. A reporter interviewed a guest who had been at the hotel for dinner that night. The 
guest described how he and his friends were eating dinner when they heard gunshots. 
Someone grabbed him and pulled him under the table. The assassins came striding 
through the restaurant, shooting at will, until everyone (or so they thought) had been killed. 
Miraculously, this man survived. When the interviewer asked the guest how he lived when 
everyone else at his table had been killed, he replied, "I suppose because I was covered in 
someone else's blood, and they took me for dead." 
 
It is by the blood of Jesus that we are delivered from death, spiritual death, eternal death.  
 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though 
he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. John 11:25 – 26 

That is what we celebrate here at the Lord’s Table. 

 
 
 


