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EMPOWERED BY GOD 
CMBC May 15, 2016   Pentecost                                                                Acts 1:8; 2:1 – 41 

  

1. THE IMPOSSIBLE COMMISSION – ASSIGNMENT 

Jesus gave His disciples an impossible assignment. 
Matthew 28:18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me.19Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

a. Make disciples in all nations?! 
i. Samaria was the limit of their out of country experience.  
ii. All nations? They knew about other nations, but only from people 

visiting their own country, Judah. 
 

b. So impossible that it wasn’t even shocking 
i. They would have thought “This statement must be one of those 

statements of Jesus which has some hidden meaning.” 
ii. Jesus started that statement with “All authority in heaven and on earth 

is given to me,” … the rest of the statement must refer to something 
about him. 
 

c. When we are overwhelmed by God’s challenges 
i. We often have the same response 

1. It just isn’t possible 
2. We have never done that 
3. God must to talking to someone else 
4. Can’t be done 

ii. In fact we have missed out on a lot that could have been done, but we 
just believed it was impossible for us to do. 
 

d. Here is what Jesus had said: 
i. Jesus has just shocked them by entering into the room even though 

the door was locked. 
Luke 24:45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand 
the Scriptures. 46He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will 
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am 
going to send you what my Father has promised; 

ii. They just couldn’t get what Jesus meant by making disciples in every 
nation. 
Acts 1:6 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you 
at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  
They still thought someone else would do the thing about disciples in 
the nations. 
[7] He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 
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Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnessesin 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”  

iii. Here is what John the Baptist had said,: 
Matthew 3:11 I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me 
will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit 
to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, 
gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.” 
1. He was talking about a harvest, and a baptism with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. Something pretty dramatic! 
2. This was a power way beyond what the disciple thought they 

could do. 
 

Then came the baptism of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

2. THE PROMISE OF A BAPTISM 

What is baptism? 
a. Immersed into God’s power 

i. Baptism in the Bible is always about power and change from God 
 
Colossians 2:9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 
bodily form, 10and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is 
the head over every power and authority. 11In him you were also 
circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a 
circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision 
done by Christ, 12having been buried with him in baptism and raised 
with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him 
from the dead. 
Baptism is about participating in the power of God in every part of 
your life with God 
 

ii. There is so much more for us to understand about baptism. 
1. Jesus said,  I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how 

distressed I am until it is completed! (Luke 12:50) 
2. That was a baptism of being covered, immersed in our sin. 

 
iii. Our water baptism is a testimony of being completely immersed, 

changed by God’s power, and delivered from the power of sin and 
death. 
 

b. Our only strategy in everything we do is to be empowered by God 
i. You cannot be saved on your own – it is the power of God who gives 

you new birth 
ii. You cannot crank up holy living on your own – it comes from God 

when we are submissive to God 
iii. You cannot serve God on your own skills – it is the gift God gives you 

and the power to exercise that gift. 
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iv. Our only strategy is to be empowered by God 
1. Covered, clothed by God 
2. Baptised by God 
3. Empowered by God 
4. Filled by the Holy Spirit 

 
v. That was the promise of God that Jesus told his disciples would be 

delivered at Pentecost. 
 

3. PENTECOST IS THE HARVEST FESTIVAL 

a. Bringing in the first fruits 
i. The Old Testament Pentecost was a harvest festival. 

1. It was a festival when the wheat was being harvested. 
2. It was one of three festivals each year that the people of Israel 

were required to come to Jerusalem 
ii. It was because of this festival that Jerusalem was packed with people 

from all over the world, and then the Holy Spirit was poured out. 
 

b. The sign of Pentecost power is the harvest 
i. Our focus on the New Testament Pentecost is on the sound of rushing 

wind, and what looked like tongues of flames appearing over the 120 
followers of Jesus meeting in the upper room. 
 

ii. And even more significant was that they began to speak in languages 
they had never learned, and that the people from all over the known 
could understand what they were saying. 
 

iii. But all of this led to the one purpose of that day, the purpose Jesus 
told his disciples would happen – the amazing spiritual harvest of 
thousands of souls.  

(I was reminded of the importance of the harvest focus in message from David 

Johnson,  senior pastor at Church of the Open Door in Maple Grove, Minnesota.) 

1. A spiritual harvest that began on that day, and continued on to 
this day. 

2. A harvest that he promised would happen when they would be 
baptised and empowered by the Holy Spirit 

3. A harvest that is impossible without the empowerment of the 
Holy Spirit 
 

iv. And this baptism not only resulted in a harvest of souls, but also in a 
changed life for the followers of Jesus 
1. The two cannot be separated 
2. Jesus said, “When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you WILL 

be my witnesses.” 
 

v. Here is the beginning of that day. 
Acts 2:2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 
from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.3They 
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to 
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rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
1. God uses various means to accompany the filling and the 

harvest.  
a. For Elijah it was a still small voice 
b. For some it is joy and for others it is weeping 

 
2. In this case it was also to get the attention of the people in 

Jerusalem 
Acts 2:6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together 
in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in 
his own language.  

 

4. THEN THE POWER OF GOD USED THEM 

a. What did they speak 
i. We don’t know 
ii. All 120 were speaking 
iii. All through the city these people were speaking 
iv. Peter was the preacher 
v. But 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
vi. These weren’t preachers, just people overjoyed by how God had 

changed their lives 
vii. They would have been praising God, telling about Jesus, telling about 

their changed lives 
 

b. Language barriers broken down 
i. This was the opposite of the people building the Tower of Babel 
ii. Because of sin, pride, the languages were confused 
iii. Now because Jesus had died for these sins, everyone heard 

 
c. A huge harvest still being brought in 

i. 3000 that day 
ii. thousands more in the days that followed 
iii. Acts 2:50 The Lord added daily those who were being saved. 
iv. The Lord added 

 
What does this say to us? 
Pentecost is about harvest 

 It is about God, by His Holy Spirit bringing in a harvest 

 It is about empowering His people to bring in the harvest 

 It is about God’s people doing the impossible because of the empowerment of the 
Holy Spirit 

 It is about people being able to do what they could never do outside of accepting the 
power of the Holy Spirit into their lives. 

 Not everyone is the preacher, but everyone filled by the Holy Spirit is a witness. 
Jesus said, “You will be my witnesses when you receive the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” 
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 When God calls you to the harvest, when God calls us to the harvest, do not insult 
the Holy Spirit by saying: 

o  it is impossible,  
o it costs too much,  
o it is too much work,  
o someone else will do it 
o Surely not me 
o I am too old 

 Don’t short change the power of the Holy Spirit 

 Not everyone will be used in the same way, but God will empower you 

 Make this your prayer everyday 

 “Lord fill me with your Holy Spirit and use me in whatever way to bring in the 
harvest. I completely submit to the Holy Spirit in my life.” 

 
 

 


