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A GREATER DANGER OF ATTACK 
CMBC July 24, 2016                                                                            Ephesians 6:10 – 18 

 
I appreciated Pastor Rudy’s message last Sunday, 
Overcoming Spiritual Darkness In The Name Of 
Jesus. His experience and insight and wisdom shed 
some important light on the subject of Satan’s 
attempts of confusion and destruction.  
 
So many of the stories have to do with a dramatic 
manifestation of the powers of darkness. Stories we 
read of in the Gospels.  
 

1. THE DRAMATIC MANIFESTATIONS OF 
DARKNESS 

a. Those Jesus encountered 
i. Matthew 17:18 

1. The boy the disciples could not set 
free from these evil spirits. 

2. He threw himself into the fire and 
water 

ii. Mark1:23 
1. The man in the synagogue, who 

shouted out while Jesus was 
teaching, [24] “What do you want 
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who 
you are—the Holy One of God!”  
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2. It almost seems that the crowd 
wasn’t too surprized by his 
behaviour. 

3. When Jesus delivered him, the evil 
spirit violently shook him and came 
out with shrieks. 

iii. A very dramatic story is about the man in 
Luke 8 when Jesus and his disciples 
sailed to the Gadarenes  
1. Luke 8:26 

When Jesus stepped ashore, he was 
met by a demon-possessed man 
from the town. For a long time this 
man had not worn clothes or lived in 
a house, but had lived in the tombs. 
[28] When he saw Jesus, he cried 
out and fell at his feet, shouting at the 
top of his voice, “What do you want 
with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? I beg you, don't torture me!” 
[29] For Jesus had commanded the 
evil * spirit to come out of the man. 
Many times it had seized him, and 
though he was chained hand and 
foot and kept under guard, he had 
broken his chains and had been 
driven by the demon into solitary 
places.  
[30] Jesus asked him, “What is your 
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name?”  
“Legion,” he replied, because many 
demons had gone into him. [31] And 
they begged him repeatedly not to 
order them to go into the Abyss.  

2. They begged instead to go into a 
herd of pigs. 

3. The man was delivered and wanted 
to go with Jesus. A dramatic change. 

4. No unlike some of the dramatic 
stories of being saved. 

 
b. Modern day examples 

i. Pastor Rudy told us a few 
ii. Salvestina can tell you of encounters she 

has had with people possessed by an evil 
spirit. 

iii. There are many dramatic and frightening 
stories 
 

c. The fearful power of the drama 
i. Why would Satan possess in such a scary 

way? 
ii. It creates fear of his power 
iii. People are helpless to do anything and 

submit to his fearful power 
 

In our country we don’t see as many of these 
dramatic displays of the power of evil spirits in an 
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individual life. Satan’s tactics are much more 
subtle. 
 

2. THE DANGER OF A MORE SUBTLE 
PRESENCE 

a. In the name of religion  
i. The Pharisees were blind to the darkness 

they had fallen into 
ii. John 8:42  [42] Jesus said to them, “If 

God were your Father, you would love 
me, for I came from God and now am 
here. I have not come on my own; but he 
sent me. [43] Why is my language not 
clear to you? Because you are unable to 
hear what I say. [44] You belong to your 
father, the devil, and you want to carry 
out your father's desire. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, not holding 
to the truth, for there is no truth in him. 
When he lies, he speaks his native 
language, for he is a liar and the father of 
lies. [45] Yet because I tell the truth, you 
do not believe me!  

iii. Satan subtly convinces people of a 
religion of works 
  

There are many other subtle ways.  
Today it is… 

b. In the pursuit of fairness and rights 
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i. “I deserve…” 
ii. It is about me. 

 

3. THE REALITY OF OUR OWN 
VULNERABLENESS 

a. Weaknesses and blind spots 
i. We all have weaknesses and blind spots 
ii. When Satan tempted Jesus it was subtly 

appealing to the areas of Jesus where 
Jesus was vulnerable. 
1. He had fasted for 40 days, “so use 

your power to turn stones into bread” 
– material temptation 

2. Most of the people could not accept 
who he was, “so show them my 
jumping of the temple” - pride 

3. He came to claim his Lordship over 
all of creations, “so get it by bowing 
down to Satan”  - find an easy way to 
do God’s work without sacrifice 

iii. Satan looks for our weaknesses and 
promises to help us win 

iv. Book from Jake Martens – Unwrapping 
Lazarus by Pete Carter includes 5 tests 
to help uncover the devils subtle 
temptations 
1. Presence of fear 
2. Lack of freedom – slavery to guilt, 

unforgiveness   
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3. Not getting our way 
4. A negative, cynical attitude 
5. False humility 

 
b. The danger in misidentifying the enemy 

i. We all know what Ephesians 6:12 says: 
For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms.  
1. But we so often believe the lie that it 

is a person 
2. Spouse, neighbour, friend 

ii. It is Satan who looks for where you are 
weak, vulnerable. 
1. Many areas 
2. Here is one example that the Bible 

addresses over and over again. 
a. WE have just been told how 

God is light and how Satan 
keeps us in darkness. 
 

b. 1 John 2:9 Anyone who 
claims to be in the light but 
hates his brother is still in the 
darkness. [10] Whoever loves 
his brother lives in the light, and 
there is nothing in him * to 
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make him stumble. [11] But 
whoever hates his brother is in 
the darkness and walks around 
in the darkness; he does not 
know where he is going, 
because the darkness has 
blinded him.  

3. Some of us have never forgiven 
a. We wrestle not against flesh 

and blood 
b. His fault. Not fair.  
c. Most of the times we say: I 

don’t hate. I am not bitter. 
d. The test is, when you think 

about it what do you feel.  
i. Do you keep rehearsing it 

in your mind 
ii. If you can look the other 

person in the eye and say I 
love you. 

iii. You can say God has 
changed my attitude toward 
you. 

e. If not, Satan has possessed 
your spirit kept you in darkness. 
 

4. Another vulnerable area is pride 
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a. Pride is not a holy sense of 
self-worth when that is based in 
God. 

b. Here is how Satan attacks 
i. Rely on people to tell you 

how good and important 
you are.  

ii. Easily hurt when you are 
overlooked. 

iii. Nobody cares. 
c. Satan has possessed our 

attitude and kept us in 
darkness 

5. Another vulnerable area is a critical 
spirit 

a. Never using your insights in a 
spirit to build up first yourself, 
nor to build up the other 

b. Rather to put down, and talk to 
others without and purpose of 
building up 
 

c. God’s provision in protecting our 
vulnerableness 
i. That is what all this armour is about – 

each part covers a vulnerable area in 
your life. 

ii. Here is God’s promise: Eph. 6:13 
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so 
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that when the day of evil comes, you may 
be able to stand your ground, and after 
you have done everything, to stand.  

iii. The Armour of Protection 
1. Belt of truth – an earnestness in God, 

an honestness before God 
2. Breastplate of righteousness – a 

determination to obey God 
3. Feet fitted with readiness that comes 

from the Gospel of peace – ready to 
publically live it and speak your faith 

4. Shield of faith – a commitment to 
always believe God 

5. Helmet of salvation – believing that 
God does save and forgive 

6. Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God 
– Let the Holy Spirit guide you by the 
Word of God 

7. Prayer – in constant communication 
with God 
 

4. HONEST ABOUT OUR OWN WEAKNESSES  

a. Daring to believe God 
i. Being obedient to God no matter what 
ii. No matter what happens around me, I am 

committed to love God with all my being, 
and to love my neighbour with all my 
heart. 
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iii. Believing that God can give me protection 
that change my spirit and attitude 
 

b. Taking ownership  
i. It will be aware of my weaknesses, 

vulnerable areas 
ii. Never blame others for my weaknesses 
iii. Identify them – know what they look like 
iv. Quickly respond to Satan’s attack 

 
c. Embracing God’s promise of forgiveness 

i. Know that God loves you 
ii. Know that He provides protection 
iii. Know that he forgives and blots out your 

sin. 
iv. Know that he is patient with us. 

 
Come to pray and confess and accept God’s 
forgiveness. 


