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YOUR LOVE FOR GOD SHOWS 
CMBC September 18, 2016                                                                    1 John 2:3 – 10 

 

 When it comes to writing a test, we often get nervous. What maybe is even more 
nerve-wracking is to still have to know all of the answers a year later. 

 Ruth and I studied for and wrote the test to obtain our operation licence for driving a 
motor boat. We passed it, but I am afraid that a lot of the ocean navigating 
information I don’t remember anymore. 

 Maybe you have noticed that ICBC is using our parking lot to test the skill of those 
wanting a licence to operate a motorcycle. 

o They have passed the written test. 
o Now they have to show how they can drive within what they learned. 

 The Apostle John talks about an even more important test, here in 1 John chapter 2.  
o It is a test about how genuine our relationship with God really is. 

 

1. TESTING A GENUINE RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

a. [3] We know that we have come to know him IF we obey his commands. [4] The 
man who says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. 
There is the test. John explains this test further, but look at the importance of this 
test. 
 

b. The depth of knowing God 
i. It is important to know about God and about how he wants us to live. 
ii. But what is even more important how WHAT we know is lived out in our lives. 
iii. Head knowledge does not mean we have a relationship with God 
iv. What is crucial is a “knowing” of God that comes from a deep relationship 

with God. 
 

c. The challenge and encouragement of a test 
i. The challenge of this test is that it sets a standard that measures the 

genuineness of our relationship with God.  
1. And we know that we don’t keep all of God’s commands. 
2.  John even says so when he tells us the if we say we have no sin, we 

are lying. 
 

ii. The encouragement of this test it allows us to move deeper and confidently 
into a relationship with God 
1. This test helps us know we have moved beyond just a legal relationship 

with God. 
2. It is a test about a changed heart. 

 

2. LOVE IS THE CRITICAL TEST 

a. [5] But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is 
how we know we are in him. 

i. This test is more than a legal check-list 
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ii. The difference here between God’s commands and God’s words is that we 
act out of love. 

iii. ILL. One commentator illustrates a daughter doing the dishes and cleaning 
the kitchen because she is told to OR doing the same when she isn’t told to, 
but out of love for her mother.  

iv. It is living in love 
1. You can fake a legalistic test – keeping all the rule 

a. The Apostle Paul said he did this 
b. The young ruler said he kept all of the commandments. Then 

Jesus said, “Go sell all that you have and give it to the poor and 
come and follow me.” That was a test of the love in his heart.  

2. You cannot fake a love test 
a. It shows what is in the heart 
b. It is test that shows up in the most difficult circumstances 

 
b. The foundation of the old commandment 

[7] Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you 
have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 

i. This was a commandment they had known from their history: 
Deuteronomy 6:5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength.  
ii. Jesus response to the lawyer 

Matthew 22:36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
[37] Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.'  [38] This is the first and greatest 
commandment. [39] And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.'  [40] All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”  

iii. That was the commandment that had been there all along. 
 

c. The practicality of the new commandment 
i. John goes on to say: [8] Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is 

seen in him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is 
already shining. 

ii. This new command is a heart that longs to be in a close relationship with 
God. 

iii. That is what Jesus said, [34] “A new command I give you: Love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. [35] By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  

iv. This is the how the old commandment is lived out. 

v. Sometimes there has been a model of Christianity that has focused on loving, 
but is soft of obeying. Jesus is talking about a love for others that come out of 
a deep love for God that out of love for God is obedient to God. 
 

d. A clarity of love versus hate 
i. John helps us see what this looks like: 

[9] Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the 
darkness. 

ii. What does hate look like? Jesus helps us understand: 
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Matthew 5:21 – 25 [21] “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 
‘Do not murder,  and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' [22] But I 
tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother  will be subject to judgment. 
Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca, ' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. 
But anyone who says, ‘You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.  

1. This is the attitude of putting someone down. 
2. An unwillingness to build them up 
3. Jesus goes on to say: [23] “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the 

altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 
[24] leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to 
your brother; then come and offer your gift. [25] “Settle matters quickly 
with your adversary  
 

iii. What does love look like? 
iv. Matthew 5:43[43] “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and 

hate your enemy.' [44] But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, [45] that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. [46] If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? [47] And if 
you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not 
even pagans do that? [48] Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.  

v. Luke adds to this: Luke 6:39 [37] “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. 

Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven. [39] He also told them this parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind 
man? Will they not both fall into a pit? [40] A student is not above his teacher, 
but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.  
[41] “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay 
no attention to the plank in your own eye? [42] How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,' when you yourself 
fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of 
your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother's eye.  

vi. Then Jesus teaches what John is presenting in his letter: [43] “No good tree 
bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. [44] Each tree is 
recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or 
grapes from briers. [45] The good man brings good things out of the good 
stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored 
up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.  
 

vii. John has made us feel pretty good in telling us that God is a forgiving God, 
and in our stumbling He forgives. 
1. Now he punches hard to let us know what that means. 
2. But you can only do this when the love of God has been made complete 

in us. 
 

viii. Some of us have never changed our hearts toward someone we have 
believed has hurt us or offended us. 



4 
 

1. We have seen that they wronged us or insulted us, and we have every 
right to be angry with them. 

2. We have never moved in love toward them to build them up in the Lord. 
3. John suggests that we haven’t allowed the love of God to change us. 
4. It is a miserable life, living in this darkness, a life that is characterized by 

living in being upset, offended, angry. 
5. How do you love like that when the hurt has been deep? 

a. We could get psychological counselling and a set of procedures 
that would help, and sometimes that is necessary 

b. But this is love that comes out of a deep relationship with God 
so that it is with His love that we forgive and love our enemies. It 
is when we respond to God’s love and His love flows through us 
to others that God’s love is made complete. (See verse 5) 
 

ix. Here is how Jesus concluded the beatitudes: Luke 6:22  Blessed are you 
when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your 
name as evil, because of the Son of Man. [23] “Rejoice in that day and leap 
for joy, because great is your reward in heaven.  
 

x. Here are words from John’s letter again: 
1. [10] Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in 

him to make him stumble. 
2. If we don’t live in love, we will stumble in our walk with the Lord. 
3. The word for stumble here, “skandalon”, is most often used to refer to a 

stumbling block. Causing someone to stumble. 
 

e. [11] But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the 
darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded 
him.  

i. When we are not committed to let every part of our lives be bathed in love, 
we are blinded. 

ii. We don’t see how we miss out in our relationships with each other 
iii. We don’t see how we miss out in our relationships with God 

 

3. WALKING AS JESUS WALKED 

[6] Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.  
a. The primary criteria 

i. To live as Jesus lived, or to imitate Jesus is to walk in love. 
ii. This is the primary characteristic of Jesus’ life and teaching 

 
b. A measurable goal 

i. The blessing is that this test gives us a clear measurement of our relationship 
with God. 

ii. Not just loving, but lovingly keep God’s commandments. 
 

4. GLORIOUS REWARDS 

a. Joy in a deep relationship with God 
b. Peace and fellowship with brothers and sisters 

 


