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INFLUENCED BY THE TEMPORARY 
CMBC October 2, 2016                                                                           1 John 2:15 – 17 

 
John keeps his theme of love, but this time he says, [15] Do not love the world or anything 

in the world. 

 Someone has called this “The love God hates”. 

 Okay, but what does that cover.  
o For some people, this statement has kept them only using horses for 

transportation 
o When I was young it meant no lipstick or earrings. 
o For some it is no television 
o So how do you know? 

 John’s theme in this letter is that a deep love relationship with God is possible. 
o He began by stating in the first verses: [3] our fellowship is with the Father 

and with His Son Jesus Christ. [4] And these things we write to you that your 
joy may be full.  

o A love relationship is not only possible, it is the center of what I life should be.  
o Without that relationship we miss out on the reason we are exist at all. 
o What we love influences how we live life. 

 In the verses just before this one about not loving the world, John has described 
various relationships with God a different levels of maturity. 

o For those in a mature relationship with God he says, “You have known Him.” 
 

1. YOU HAVE KNOWN HIM 

[14] I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning.  

a. A love relationship with God 
i. A deep friendship with God. 
ii. Where we know God and God’s ways. 
iii. There is a comfortableness in the presence of God 
iv. This is when you and I mature to a place where we are aware of God’s place 

in every part of our lives 
 

b. Priorities changed 
i. Because of connecting with God there is a change in our priorities. 
ii. What is important to us has changed. What we seek after has changed. 
iii. ILL. Like with a spouse and a family 

 
c. Changed character of your life 

i. You have seen the young man who has become a father, and now he is on 
the floor with his baby son and making funny noises, even talking differently. 

ii. Because of our relationship and love for God we are even want a change in 
our character. 

iii. Become more loving, more forgiving, more gracious. 
iv. The Fruit of the Spirit kind of character. 

 

2. THE POWER OF LOVE 

It is the power of love that motivates us to make the changes. 
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a. God’s great model of loving 
i. Love drove God to make a great sacrifice of us. 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
(New English Translation)  For this is how much God loved the world… 

ii. God did not have to do this. It was His love that drove him to make a great 
sacrifice. 
 

b. Understanding the outcome of love 
i. The outcome of God’s love is changed lives. 
ii. The outcome of the love of God in our lives has changed our lives. 

 
So we come back to the “love God hates”. “Do not love the world or anything in the world.” 

3. RECOGNIZING THE “WORLD” 

a. Which world is it? 
i. [16] For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 

the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.  
1. We will get to these three, but first let’s look at the main part of this 

sentence 
ii. [16] For all that is in the world… is not of the Father but is of the world.  

1. Anything that takes us away from a growing relationship with the Father 
is of this world. 

2. Everything needs to be gaged on how it develops our relationship with 
God. 

3. ILL I tell young dating men that if the girl they are dating doesn’t deepen 

their relationship with God, then she is the wrong girl. 
 

iii. The world is part of the reality of our existence. 
1. Jesus prayed 

John 17: [14] I have given them your word and the world has hated 
them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 
[15] My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you 
protect them from the evil one.  
[18] As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.  
[21]  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me.  
[23] I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let 
the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me.  

2. We are in the world to influence the world 
a. This is possible because of the relationship we have with 

God 
3. [26] I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you 

known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I 
myself may be in them.”  
 

iv. Whatever of the world distracts us from our relationship with God, we must 
overcome. 
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v. [15] If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
1. Whatever is not of the Father or hinders our relationship with God. 

 
b. Three key characteristic of this world 

KJV [16] For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.  
NIV [16] For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of 
his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the 
Father but from the world. 
 

i. Notice what is at the heart of these. 
1. It is an attitude. I want to please myself. It is self-centered. So different 

from what God’s spirit is. 
a. The lust of the flesh – I want to fulfill my passions. If it feels 

good to me I think it is OK. 
b. The lust of the eyes – If I see it I want it at all costs. 
c. Pride of life – I am the one that is important 

2. That is the attitude of the world. Me first. 
 

ii. All of these distract from a relationship with God. 
1. [16] For all that is in the world… is not of the Father but is of the world.  
2. [15] If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

 
iii. We often think of these as big immoral acts. 

1. This is an attitude 
2. It can be the man only using a horse, with a worldly attitude. 
3. It can be a person with a big house or a small shack priding himself that 

he is better than the other. 
 

c. The temporary nature of the world 
[17] The world and its desires pass away, 

i. They don’t fulfill 
ii. They don’t give meaning to life 
iii. Being caught up with the world is a waste of our life. 
iv. It is an attitude and can be so subtle. 

 
d. Someone has said, “Anything that causes him to lose his enjoyment of the 

father’s love or his desire to do the father’s will, is worldly and must be avoided.” 
 

4. LOVE AND THE WILL OF GOD 

a. How do we overcome this? How do we check this attitude? 
b. By a passionate love for God. 
c. [17] but the man who does the will of God lives forever.  

 

 We respond to the Father’s love by spending time with Him, getting to know Him 
more. 

 We respond to the Father’s will be our actions expressing His love. 


