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CHILDREN OF GOD 
CMBC October 23, 2016                                                                               1 John 3:1 – 3 

 
My Dad was pastoring in Manitoba and had just accepted a call to teach at Prairie Bible 
Institute.  

 As we were driving down a street in Winnipeg we saw a car with Alberta licence plates 
and my Dad honked the horn.  

 We obviously had a Manitoba licence plate,  

 so the car pulled up beside us, and as we were driving alongside each other shouted 
about our connection to Alberta.  

 A teenage friend from our church, Joyce Rempel, was the only one sitting on that side 
of the car.  

 She hesitated for a moment and then shouted back, “My Dad’s a minister and we are 
moving to Alberta.”  

 We all looked at each other and then broke out laughing. “You just made yourself part 
of our family.”  

 “Well,” she said, “there just wasn’t enough time to explain.” 
 
What is even more audacious is for us to be called a part of God’s family, to call ourselves a 
child of God.  

 That includes a relationship with substance,  
o a claim to an inheritance,  
o special privileges only born children have. 

 And this time it isn’t our initiative shouting out the window that we are in this family 

 This is God calling us children. 
 

1. CALLED GOD’S CHILDREN 

a. The Apostle John talks about fellowship with God as a child/parent relationship. 
i. Listen to this incredible statement from 1 John 2:29 If you know that he is 

righteous, (referring of God) you know that everyone who does what is right has 
been born of him.  

ii. The word “born” refers to a male parent, as it does in 3:9 and in 5:1 
iii. So it could be translated “has been fathered by him”. 
iv. The female version of that word would be “born” and that is not a bad 

translation, and that is used at times. But here it is the male use of that term, 
“you have been born, fathered by God”. 

v. Think of what that means. 
1. Everything that it takes to be “born” comes from the parents. 
2. The parents take the initiative. 

 
b. For us it begins with God’s incredible love 

i. So the 3rd chapter begins with: [3:1] How great is the love the Father has 

lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! 
ii. To accept us as children, to put up with us, to do what it takes to make us 

children, comes only because of a deep love of God for us. 
 

c. So, in fact, we are 
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i. John makes the statement [3:1] How great is the love the Father has lavished 

on us, that we should be called children of God! And just in case you didn’t get it, 
he adds, And that is what we are! Not just called but ARE! 

ii. Here is how incredible that statement is. 
1. When the KJV was translated, that statement was not in the Greek copies 

they used. 
2. Later earlier copies of this letter were found which included this statement. 
3. It is almost as if some earlier copier was so overwhelmed by this statement 

that they just couldn’t include it. 
4. The NKJV now includes this statement as a footnote. 

iii. So there it is: How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 
 

2. THE WORLD DOESN’T RECOGNIZE  

a. Beyond human comprehension 
i. John says that the world doesn’t know us as children of God 
ii. It is a thought that is too outrages 
iii. There is no other God who, if he even cared about humans, would ever treat 

them in this way. 
iv. To do so, from a human perspective, would belittle God 
v. That could never happen. 
vi. But that is who this God is. He loves us and has done what is needed, fathering 

us to be His children. 
 

b. They must know God to understand this 
i. John says, the reason they don’t get it, is because they don’t know God. 
ii. Last part of verse 1 The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 

know him. 
iii. If you don’t know Him, you will ever understand that kind of love. 
iv. Satan has blinded our eyes, and unless God opens our eyes we will never 

believe it. 
v. Satan’s lie to Adam and Eve is that God is hiding from you that you can be your 

own God. 
vi. If you don’t know God, you can never understand how God could make you as 

one of his children. 
 

c. Even we cannot totally grasp this truth 
i. Let’s be honest. The more that we know about God, the more we are amazed at 

his love for us. 
ii. We too often just take this truth for granted, or even doubt it. 
iii. The more we understand Him, get to know Him, love Him, submit to Him, the 

more our lives are changed. 
 

     Not only that, but as children… 

3. WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM 

a. We shall see Him 
i. [3:2] Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 

been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him 
ii. Like father like son/daughter. 
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iii. We see the likeness of the parents in a baby, but never like we do when they 
have matured into adults. 

iv. The likeness isn’t from the child. It comes from the father, the parents. Those are 
the genes.  

v. “What we will be,” says John, “has not yet been made known.” 
1. The baby has the family resemblance, more so as you young child, then 

more as teenagers. But at adulthood, we see what the child will become. 
2. When Jesus appears at the end of our days here, and we see him face to 

face, the likeness will be striking. 
vi. We shall be like him 

 
b. We will recognize the likeness  

i. What is Jesus like? 
1. Without sin, 
2. Loving,  
3. Gentle, 
4. Honest, 
5. Trustworthy 
6. Faithful,  
7. And more 

 
ii. ILL. Dr. Ironside tells of an artist painting on a large screen. Stepping back to 

see the early stages of his painting, sees what no one else can see. 
1. That is what God sees in you. 
2. God sees as what you are becoming. 

iii. “Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face.” 
1. That is your family 
2. You will be recognized as family 
3. ILL. Our Berg family gathered at Capernwray on Thetis Island. 4 

generations. It was interesting to see the likenesses in looks, voice, and 
personality, complimented by the differences. This was definitely family. 
And to see how the children had grown and matured to adulthood. There 
was a wonderful connection that pulled us together. This was family. 
 

c. He shall appear 
i. 3:2a But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see 

him as he is. 
ii. Jesus will appear 

1. He is coming to gather up the family 
2. He is looking forward to the day the family will be all together 
3. This is the last hour. His coming is soon. 
4. Those that went before now know. 

 
4. MOTIVATED TO HOLY LIVING 

a. Purifying one lives 
i. 3:3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

ii. This is who you are. Live like it! 
iii. Ephesians 4:1 The Apostle Paul said, I urge you to live a life worthy of the 

calling you have received.  
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iv. And he describes it: [2] Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing 
with one another in love. [3] Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. [4] There is one body and one Spirit—just as you 
were called to one hope when you were called— [5] one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; [6] one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  
 

b. Becoming like our Father 
i. God is your Father 
ii. You are His child 
iii. He has chosen you to be His child 
iv. He has done what needs to be done to father you  

1. for you to be born into His family 
2. For you to take on His likeness 

v. When you get discouraged with your life, let this be your motivation. 
vi. This is our hope. We shall be like him.  


