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A NEW ATTITUDE TOWARD GODLINESS 
CMBC October 30, 2016                                                                                  1 John 3:1 – 10 

 

 Teaching children to change their attitude is much more difficult than teaching them to 
obey. 

 Attitude is a change of heart. 

 Listen again to the Scripture that Victor read: 
So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in 
the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the 
life of God.  
You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. You were taught to put off your old self, 
to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like 
God in true righteousness and holiness.   
 
It is a change of attitude that says, with all of my heart I want to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness. 
 
The change of attitude begins by: 
 

1. GRASPING THAT I AM A CHILD OF GOD 

a. This is God’s initiative 
i. As we saw last week. 
ii. 1 John 3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should 

be called children of God! And that is what we are! 
iii. John told us in his Gospel how this birth came about. 

John 1:12 But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to 

become children of God. [13] They are reborn–not with a physical birth resulting 
from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.  
 

b. And it gets even better 
i. In this new birth, God is our Father and makes it possible for us to take on His 

characteristics. 
1 John 3:1 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has 
not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] Everyone who has this hope in him purifies 
himself, just as he is pure. 
There is a change of heart, a change of attitude, a different way of looking at life. 
 

ii. Here is how the Apostle Paul stated it:  
2 Corinthians 5:16   At one time we thought of Christ merely from a human 

point of view. How differently we know him now! [17] This means that anyone 
who belongs to Christ has become a new person, a new creation. The old life is 
gone; a new life has begun! [18] And all of this is a gift from God, who brought 
us back to himself through Christ.  
 

2. A NEW NATURE AND A NEW ATTITUDE 

a. A child with the Father’s spiritual DNA. 
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i. After John says, [3] Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as 

he is pure, he presents a practical look at this new nature, this new attitude. 
Let’s follow down through these next verses. 
 

ii. [3:4] Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.  

1. This is the old nature, the old attitude 
2. Sin is not transgression of the law or breaking the rules. 
3. Sin is lawlessness. A rebellion of the heart against God. It is a lawless 

heart. 
 

iii. [5] But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in 

him is no sin.  
1. There is the new character that comes from God. 
2. To deal with the sin problem wasn’t solved simply by God saying, “Stop it!” 
3. That might work if sin was just a matter of being bad, of breaking the law. 
4. Sin was the mark of a lost soul, an eternal destructive hopelessness. 
5. Only the shed blood of Jesus Christ could change the nature of the lost 

soul. 
6. He who had no sin, was the only way that our sins could be taken away. 

7. And that was the case when we let him give us new birth, a new nature, a 
changed heart. 
 

iv. John goes on to say: [6] No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one 

who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 
1. Whoa! John told us in the first chapter of this epistle that if we say we don’t 

have sin we lie. But, he went on to say, if we do sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ who is righteous, who has taken our place. 

2. John also said in the first chapter that if we confess our sin, God is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sin. Is that confusing? 

3. How does that fit with this verse? 
4. John in this verse 3:6 uses a verb tense that tells us he is talking here 

about character, attitude. 
5. He who “keeps on sinning” who “continues in sin” is one who continues to 

live in the old nature, never having accepted that the sinful nature has 
eternally doomed us. Never having accepted that their only hope of 
salvation is in the shed blood of Jesus Christ. They keep on sinning.  

6. No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. When you live in Him with a 
changed nature, your attitude is to do whatever to live a godly life, a holy 
life. As John said earlier in this chapter, [3] Everyone who has this hope in 
him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

7. As soon as they recognize a sin in their lives, they confess it and make it 
right. And wherever they struggled a sin, they looked to God to help them 
overcome. 
 

v. Here is what was happening in John’s day. 
[7] Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right 

is righteous, just as he is righteous. [8] He who does what is sinful is of the devil, 
because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of 
God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.  
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1. There were those who said, “The work of God is a spiritual one. God has 
nothing to do with the flesh, because flesh is a hopeless sinful creation, not 
created by God. So do the best that you can,” they said, “but you can never 
win and it is not your fault. The key thing is know that God understands and 
has forgiven you. So live as you please.” 

2. John says, “Let no one lead you astray.” You can tell a child of God by his 
commitment to do what is right. “He who does what is right is righteous, just 
as he is righteous”. His attitude is driven by a changed character. 

3. There are those today who say, “Oh it’s just a little sin.” Some who say, 
“God has forgiven us no matter what sin we commitment.” 

vi. Here is what John goes on to say: [9] No one who is born of God will continue to 

sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he 
has been born of God. [10] This is how we know who the children of God are 
and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is 
not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.  
 

b. The nature of the change in the child of God is a passion toward godliness.  
i. It reflects the character of God. 
ii. It reflects a life that is “living in Christ”. 
iii. This is how we know we are the children of God. 

 
c. The purpose behind the change and struggle with sin 

i. Why doesn’t God just do something in our lives so that we cannot sin? 
ii. The devil has made it so that in our falleness, we not only sin, but we are all 

hopelessly lost in a sinful nature. 
iii. God’s great power is that he gives us a new birth, a new nature that chooses to 

live a godly life. 
 

3. THE LIE THAT HAS  TWISTED THE MESSAGE OF GRACE 

a. “I can do what I want to do. All is forgiven.” 
i. It is not about overlooking sin. 
ii. Sin has an eternal destructive consequence. It causes eternal death. 
iii. Only through the sacrifice of God’s Son can sin be erased.  

 
b. The nature of God hates sin. 

i. This isn’t just about the horrible sins of immorality. 
ii. This includes the sin of pride, selfishness, uncaring spirit, etc. 
iii. John specifically adds at the end of this passage, [10] Anyone who does not do 

what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.  
 
 

4. SAVED FROM THE GUILT AND POWER OF SIN 
- Here is the good news. 

a. First of all, Our sins have been forgiven 
i. Jesus died on the cross to forgive us our sins 
ii. The guilt of our sin was put on Jesus and we are set free. 
iii. No power of evil is able to change that 

 
b. But there is more, Trusting God for victory over our struggles. 

i. God provides His presence to help us in our struggle with sin. 
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ii. God the Holy Spirit is there to show us our sin 
iii. He provides the power to overcome our sin. 
iv. That is part of our spiritual maturing. 
v. And God promises His children that when they sin, He will forgive and cleanse 

them from all sin. 
 

c. It is not about sin but about godliness – our Father’s nature 
i. The character of God in our new nature is that we have His attitude toward sin 

and godliness. 
ii. A passion to be godly 
iii. A hatred of any sin. 
iv. And a continued growing in our maturity in Christ Jesus. 
v. John says, what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that 

when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
 

 Listen, when you put your trust in Jesus, God made you His child and has given you a 
new nature.  

 Let your continual prayer be, “God give me a passion for godliness.” 

 Look for the spiritual victories in your life, and thank God for them. 
 


