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I WILL REMAIN IN YOU 
CMBC November 27, 2016                                                                        1 John 4:13 - 16 

 
The Scripture passages that were read to us today tell us that God lives in us. 

1 John 4:13 We know that we live in him and he in us 
[15] If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he 

in God. 
[16] Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.  

 
Romans 8:9 You, however, are controlled … by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives 
in you. 
[10] But if Christ is in you, 
[11] And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 
Spirit, who lives in you.  
 
John 15:4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. 
[5] If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 
 
Colossians 1:27 God has chosen to make known … the glorious riches of this 
mystery, which is, Christ in you,  
 

 How can God live in me? 

 There is another familiar scripture that is Jesus speaking, Revelation 3:20 Behold I 

stand at the door and know. If any man hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in. 

o It is Jesus’ initiative. 
o Ours is to open the door. 
o This was written to a church that had become pretty satisfied with how well 

they we doing, -  successful but not in a spiritual sense. 
o Whether it is for this church or for sinners, Jesus wants to come into our lives 
o We talk about that at salvation. 
o Obviously it is also very important throughout all of our life. God wants to live 

in us. 
 

1. WHAT AN AMAZING STATEMENT – GOD LIVING IN US  

a. What it doesn’t mean? 
i. Some believe that a part of God enters into us and we become another god. 
ii. There are those who understand that we all, everything is a part of the God 

being 
1. Called pantheism 
2. They believe that God is not a distinct personality 
3. When we come close to God our soul is lost in Him, like a drop of water 

in the ocean. 
4. That’s not what the Bible teaches as God living in us. 

 
b. God is the eternal supreme being separate from all of His creation 
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i. God is One made up of Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
ii. God’s distinct personality is love. He is love. 
iii. The evidence of His love is: 1 John 4:14 And we have seen and testify that 

the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 
 

c. The visible connection we have with God is the Son, Jesus 
i. Jesus says that he wants to come into our lives and live in us. 
ii. Because he is a part of God, all of God lives in us. 

1. [15] If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in 
him and he in God.  

2. Colossians 1:27 To them God has chosen to make known among the 
Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.  

3. Our hope is not that we disappear as a person, but that we have an 
eternal relationship with God.  

a. Not just some time in heaven.  
b. That hope of glory is something that God wants to live in us 

now. 
iii. The evidence of that, we are told, is that we live in love as God loves: 12 No 

one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his 
love is made complete in us. 
 

d. ILL. People tell me that I am so much like my Dad.  
i. His traits are part of me. I don’t try to be like him. It is just part of his 

personality and part of mind. 
ii. I am not my Dad but I have life because of my Dad. Had I any other father I 

wouldn’t be me. 
iii. I have his DNA. Part of his DNA lives in me. My DNA can easily trace the fact 

that he is my father. I can never change that. 
 

e. It is even a more important likeness when it comes to God, and it is a spiritual one 
i. When I am born again, the Bible says I have been made a new creation, 

created by God. 
ii. 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 

old has gone, the new has come! [18] All this is from God,  
iii. This is a spiritual creation, and God the Holy Spirit plays an important part in 

all this. 
 

2. THE SPIRIT GIVES THE POWER TO BELIEVE  

a. The Father sent the Son 
i. [14] And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 

Savior of the world. 
ii. In this is the glory of God’s love 
iii. God is in our lives through the sacrificial love that was shown by Jesus, God 

the Son on the cross. 
iv. So when God lives in us, it is this characteristic of love that is the evidence of 

his presence. 
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b. And how has He come to live in us? God lives in us by His Holy Spirit, part of the 
Godhead. The confirmation by presence of the Spirit 

i. [13] We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. 

ii. Romans 8:9 – 11 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by 
the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the 
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. [10] But if Christ is in you, your 
body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 
[11] And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit, who lives in you.  

iii.  
 

3. THE SPIRIT’S POWER ENABLES US TO LOVE  

a. Because of the essence of God 
[15] If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and 
he in God. [16] And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. 
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 

b. Dwelling in God makes this possible 
i. How do have this love? 
ii. Because God dwells within us 
iii. [16] so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever 

lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 
 

4. JOHN GOT ALL THIS FROM JESUS  

a. Listen to Jesus’ instruction to his disciples: 
John 15:1"I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. [2] He cuts off 

every branch of mine that doesn't produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that 
do bear fruit so they will produce even more. [3] You have already been pruned 
and purified by the message I have given you. [4] Remain in me, and I will remain 
in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you 
cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me.  
 
[5] "Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in 
them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. [6] Anyone 
who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. 
Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. [7] But if you remain in me 
and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be 
granted! [8] When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings 
great glory to my Father.  
 
[9] "I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 
[10] When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my 
Father's commandments and remain in his love. [11] I have told you these things 
so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! [12] This is my 
commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. [13] There is 
no greater love than to lay down one's life for one's friends. [14] You are my 
friends if you do what I command. [15] I no longer call you slaves, because a 
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master doesn't confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told 
you everything the Father told me. [16] You didn't choose me. I chose you. I 
appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask for, using my name. [17] This is my command: Love each other.  

 

 You cannot believe or love like this on your own. 

 Only as you open your life to God 

 What an amazing God to make a plan to live in your life. 

 Submit to Him each day 

 You can believe and love through the power of the Holy Spirit within you. 
 
 
 
 

1 John 4:12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and 

his love is made complete in us. [13] We know that we live in him and he in us, because he 

has given us of his Spirit. [14] And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his 

Son to be the Savior of the world. [15] If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of 

God, God lives in him and he in God. [16] And so we know and rely on the love God has 

for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.  

 
Romans 8:9 – 11 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if 
the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not 
belong to Christ. [10] But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your 
spirit is alive because of righteousness. [11] And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.  
 
John 15:4 - 5 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 

must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. [5] “I am the 
vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing.  
 
Colossians 1:27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the 
glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  
 
 


