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CONFIDENCE IN GOD 
CMBC  December 4, 2016   Communion                                                    1 John 5:1 – 14 

 
There is a lot of “I Hope So” religion out there. God wouldn’t be a God of love if He left 
uncertain our relationship with Him; if He left us unsure about heaven. 
 
The Communion Table is not our idea of hoping to fix things up with God. 
This was the Celebration that Jesus instructed his followers to observe, because of the 
confidence we have in God. 
 
We have spent a good deal of time in the First Epistle of John.  We have a few more 
verses to consider after the New Year. But today, at this Table, let’s be reminded of the 
reason for our Confidence in God. 
 
Here are the things we can be confident of as we come to this Communion Table. 
 

1. CONFIDENCE IN ETERNITY 

a. 1 John 2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know 
the truth.  [21] I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but 
because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth.  
[2:24] See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, 
you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. [2:25] And this is what he 
promised us—even eternal life.  
 

b. [5:11] And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his 

Son. [12] He who has the Son has life; 
 

c. I have eternal life because Jesus, who is the Son of God, and it is He who gives 
us eternal life when we believe that he is the Son of God. 

i. There are those who say, “How can you have Confidence in a Saviour who 
died?” 

ii. We can have confidence because He rose from the dead. 
iii. He conquered death. 
iv. He overcame what condemned us to death 

 
d. Because of God’s gift of eternal life, I have purpose for living today 

i. There is something more to life than just surviving. 
ii. There is a purpose to bring glory to God, a purpose that is for all of eternity. 

 

2. CONFIDENCE IN GOD’S GRACE 

a. It begins with acknowledging that I am a sinner and am hopeless without God’s 
help. 

b. John says: 1 John 1:8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  
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c. John goes on to say: 2:1 if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the 
Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  
 

d. Because of God’s grace, I can deal with sin 
i. Although I have sinned, I am not held captive by sin 
ii. Jesus has made a way for me to be set free 

 
e. I don’t need to hide it or fake it 

i. I don’t have to pretend I am OK 
ii. I can admit my sin and know exactly where I need God’s help 

 
f. I can be forgiven 

i. Although I don’t deserve it, Jesus had paid the price for my sin 
ii. He has forgiven all of my sin. 

 

3. CONFIDENCE IN GOD’S ABILITY 

a. [4:13] We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. [15] If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him 
and he in God. [16] And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  
 

b. I can change 
i. The presence and power of God within me can help me overcome my areas 

of weakness for sin 
ii. I don’t have to be a slave to sin 

 
c. God can help me improve every area of my life 

i. As His child I grow in my maturity in Him by His help 
ii. There need be no excuses for the stumbling in my life. 
iii. God is able to help me overcome and live for His glory 

 
d. I have confidence in God’s ability to help me so that I can deal with every 

circumstance 
i. Every disappointment in life 
ii. Every circumstance where people offending me 
iii. God can help me even to love my enemies 

 
e. No situation is beyond God’s purpose or plan 

i. With God’s presence within me, I know that nothing can change God’s 
purpose for me 

ii. With His presence and help I can look at life from a whole new perspective, 
 

4. CONFIDENCE IN GOD’S ACCEPTANCE 

a. [3:1] How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him. [2] Dear friends, now we are children of God, 
and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he 
appears, * we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  

b. I am what He made me 
i. God is my creator 
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ii. He has made me with all the things that I may think are weak 
iii. I am His child, His creation 
iv. God made me this way for a purpose 

 
c. I can deal with myself 

i. I can accept myself because God has accepted me 
ii. I am His child 

 
It is with this confidence in God that we come to this Table. 

 We are confident that we have eternal life. 

 We are confident in God’s grace toward us. 

 We are confident that God is able to change what is needed in our lives to be more 
like Him 

 We are confident that because God is love, He has accepted each of us as His 
child. 


