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WALK WORTHY OF YOUR CALLING 
CMBC June 4, 2017                                                               Ephesians 4:1 – 6, 17 – 32 

The NIV says “live a life worthy of the calling you have received.”  
KJV says, “Walk worthy of your calling.” 
 
1. Believers were known as “people of the Way” 

a. Acts 24:5 The high priest Ananias went down to Caesarea with some of the 
elders and a lawyer named Tertullus, and they brought their charges against 
Paul before the governor, Felix. “We have found this man to be a troublemaker, 
stirring up riots among the Jews all over the world. He is a ringleader of the 
Nazarene sect [6] and even tried to desecrate the temple; so we seized him. 

b. Paul’s response was: 
Acts 24:12 My accusers cannot prove to you the charges they are now making 
against me. However, I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a 
follower of the Way, which they call a sect.  

c. Acts 24:22 Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way, adjourned the 
proceedings.  

d. What a great witness. He was well acquainted with the people of the Way. 
People walking in the Way. Walking worthy of their calling. 

 
Here is what we want to discover this morning: 

• The Relationship Between Calling and Walking 
• That this walking is done in relationships 

 
What is your calling? 

2. God’s  Calling  
a. You are chosen by God 
b. Ephesians 1:4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be 

holy and blameless in his sight. In love [5] he  predestined us to be adopted as 
his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—  
 
[11] In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the 
plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,  

i. God has made you one of His children 
ii. You have been adopted into God family vs 5 in accordance with his 

pleasure and will—  
iii. This is who you are. 

 
c. And we read his [verse 7] In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace [8] that he 
lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.  

i. This is who you are. 
 

 
d. He will build into your life, and for all eternity you will be a showcase of His 

“craftsmanship” 
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Ephesians 2:6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, [7] in order that in the coming ages he might 
show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in 
Christ Jesus.  

i. This is who you are. 
 
 

e. He has strengthened you so that Christ may dwell in you 
Ephesians 3:16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, [17] so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith.  

This is who you are. 
 
 

f. God gives you the power to grasp and live the extravagance of His love 
Ephesians 4:17 And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 
[18] may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long 
and high and deep is the love of Christ, [19] and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness 
of God.  

i. This is who you are. 
 
 

g. He will do in you more than you would dare ask or imagine 
Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, [21] to him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and 
ever!  
 

h. This is who you are! That is Ephesians chapter 1 to 3. 
 

3. The Walk 
Now Paul begins chapter four: As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to walk 
worthy of your calling - to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  
This is who you are. Live like it! And the rest of the letter focuses on how we live. 
 

a. The relationship between calling and walking 
i. Start at the right place 
ii. We often start at 4:1 and become discouraged 
iii. It is embracing Chapters 1 – 3 that we get the passion for chapter 4 – 6 

and understand where the inner strength comer from to live 4 – 6. 
 

b. Living in response to what God has done 
i. The strength needed is found in what we allow God to do in our lives. 
ii. 2:8 - 9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 

not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— [9] not by works, so that no 
one can boast. [10] For we are God's workmanship,  

iii. We still have to do the walking 
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c. Walking in relationships 
i. Notice that the primary walking is done in relationships 
ii. A relationship with God 
iii. A relationship with people 

4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love. [3] Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace.  
This is all the way through the rest of the letter is about relationships 

iv. A relationship in the church, the body of Christ 
4:12 so that the body of Christ may be built up [13] until we all reach 
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  

v. When we come to the Lord’s Table it is about relationships. 
 

d. The relationship between desire and action 
i. Here is the walking 

4:22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off 
your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; [23] to be 
made new in the attitude of your minds; [24] and to put on the new self, 
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  

ii. It is because of your calling, WHO called you that you can  
1. put off,  
2. put on,  
3. made new in the attitude of your mind. 

 
e. This is all about intentionally taking the steps to live worthy of your calling. 

i. Chapter 5 begins with another intentional act [5:1] Be imitators of God, 
therefore, as dearly loved children [2] and live a life of love, just as 
Christ loved us  

ii. Know what the Bible says and take the steps to  
 

4. The Call and The Walk at the Lord’s Table 
a. When we come to the Lord’s Table we: 

i. Are reminded of who called us, and what our calling is. 
ii. We are committing to go on with our walk 
iii. We are committed to the Body of Christ to live together, learning from 

each other, supporting each other in our walk. 


