
1 
 

DARE FOR MORE 
CMBC  June 18, 2017                                                                            2 Kings 2:1 – 14 

 
What do you say on your last message? 
I went back to a message I have preached here before. 
I think that we can be encouraged and challenged by the story of Elisha. 
 
In 2 Kings is the story of Elisha, the young prophet, beginning his ministry, and daring to 
see more from God than anything anyone had seen before. 
 

1. Elisha dared to believe that it was God’s doing and he committed to be where 
God was at work. The power of God in a troubled world 

a. Elijah had been a lone voice in a troubled nations that had turned from God. 
i. King Ahab and his wife Jezebel had turned the nation of Israel into 

Baal worshippers. 
ii. The land was filled with a wicked form of idol worship to Baal-Zebub. 

 
b. But the power of God had been at work in Elijah’s life and ministry 

i. Elijah was used by God to try to demonstrate to the King and to the 
Nation the power of God by giving economic success and even 
military success. 

ii. Outstanding was the demonstration of God’s power on Mount Carmel 
at the failure of the priests of Baal to bring down fire upon their offering 
and the dramatic consuming fire brought down on Elijah’s altar. The 
king only had a half-hearted turn from Baal to God. 
 

c. The hardness of man’s heart is blind to their sin even in the face of God’s 
greatest acts of His power. 

i. Not unlike today. 
 

d. Elijah had called and discipled the young farmer Elisha, who spent several 
years with Elijah and had seen the power and reality of God. 

e. Now it was time when the Lord had chosen to take Elijah home by a chariot 
of fire. It is his last journey with Elisha. 

i. They were at Gilgal and Elijah told Elisha, “Stay here, for the LORD 
has sent me to Bethel.”  

ii. Bethel was the place where Jacob had wrestled with God, and insisted 
on a blessing. And there he made a vow: “If God will be with me and 
will watch over me… then the LORD  will be my God and of all that 
you give me I will give you a tenth.” (Genesis 28:20) 
This was a holy place of the presence and power of God. 

iii. So Elijah said, “The Lord has sent me to Bethel. You stay here.” 
iv. [2] But Elisha said, “As certainly as the LORD lives and as you live, I 

will not leave you.”  
 

v. Elisha dared to believe that what he had seen was God’s doing and he 
committed to be where God was at work. “I am not leaving!” So they 
went down to Bethel. 
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vi. At Bethel, again Elijah said, “Stay here, I am going to Jericho”  
1. Jericho was the place where the Children of Israel first saw the 

power when they simply obeyed, marched around the city, and 
it was God who brought down the walls. 

2. And Elisha’s response was the same, “I will not leave you!” 
vii. At Jericho Elijah again says, “Stay here. God has sent me to the 

Jordan.”  
1. Jordan is where the Children of Israel entered the land God had 

promised, and they walked across the river on dry ground. 
2. And again Elisha will not stay. 

 
viii. He was committed to be where God is at work – Gilgal, Bethel, 

Jericho, Jordan – wherever God was at work. 
ix. Elisha knows how difficult it has been for Elijah, how discouraging. But 

he is convinced that God is still at work, and he will be there where 
God is working 
 

f. God is looking for people who will be at the center of where God is at work. 
i. It may be difficult. It may be discouraging.  
ii. But the evidence is there of God’s power at work. 
iii. And God needs people who will be there. 

 
g. They faced the Jordan River and [8] Elijah took his cloak, folded it up, and hit 

the water with it. The water divided, and the two of them crossed over on dry 
ground.  

i. Elisha saw that no obstacle was too big for God. 
ii. He walked across to the other side. 

 

2. Elisha dared to see an even bigger vision of what God would do.  Desiring 
God’s power in life more than anything else 

a. [9] When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for 

you before I am taken from you?”  Elisha replied “Let me inherit a double 
portion of your spirit.” 

i. He wanted the power of God in his life more than anything else. 
ii. Not just for others, but for himself 
iii. He wanted to be used by God to do what he dared believe God could 

do. 
 

b. Oh, how God is today looking for those who will seek a double portion of the 
Spirit of God for power in our own lives and His power in this church and in 
the world. 
 

c. Elijah’s response was, [10] “You have asked a difficult thing, yet if you see 

me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise not.”  
i. What did he mean? 
ii. Elijah had seen so many people who had seen the demonstration of 

the power of God but never recognized it as God, never let it change 
their lives. 
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iii. How often had King Ahab seen the demonstration of the power of 
God? On Mount Carmel, he even had the priests of Baal killed, but it 
never changed his life or the nation. 

iv. Elisha - how committed are you to believing God? 
v. Elijah’s ministry had been filled with threats, rejections, and gut 

wrenching discouragement. 
vi. Elisha, “a double portion”? Are you ready for this? Can you handle 

what it will cost you? 
 

d. How often have we said the cost is too high? 
i. How often have we walked away from disappointments? 
ii. How often have missed seeing God beyond what seemed to be 

failure. 
iii. Can God really give a double portion?  
iv. Yes He can!! To those who long for God’s power more than anything 

else. To those churches who believe it is God’s doing. 
 

3. Elisha dared to do it with God’s power, not his own.  Depending on God above 
skills 

a. After Elisha had seen Elijah taken up in a whirlwind, riding on a chariot of fire, 
he cried out, [12] “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” 

He could never be what Elijah had been. 
b. So “he took hold of his own clothes and tore them apart.” 

i. His clothes a symbol of his own strength 
ii. A symbol of who he was: 

1. His skills 
2. His spirituality 
3. His passion 

c. That would never be enough 
i. He picked up Elijah cloak that had fallen off of Elijah as he started his 

ascent to heaven. 
ii. He would do God’s work in power of God. 

 
d. We have a great church 

i. We have amazing skills 
ii. We want better programs 
iii. We look for more people 
iv. We need more resources, more money 

e. But that won’t be enough 
i. We need the power of God,  
ii. and He will use even our areas of weaknesses 

 

4. Elisha dared to step out and act in the power of God.  Taking the risk of 
criticism and ridicule.  

a. [13] He picked up the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and went back and 
stood on the bank of the Jordan. [14] Then he took the cloak that had fallen 
from him and struck the water with it.  

b. Think of what he is doing 
i. 50 from the school of the prophets were watching him 
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ii. This is the most critical group of all 
1. These were “wana-be” prophets. 
2. They had been there at every stop Elijah and Elisha had made. 
3. They had tried all along to show how much they know 
4. If he failed in the slightest way, they would turn against him 

 
c. So often, your worst criticism will come from people within – even the 

prophets 
i. So often, the greatest hindrance will come from within 
ii. So often it will be the people from within who will say, “Double portion? 

No, let’s leave things the way they are.” 
iii. Where were all these prophets when Elijah was fighting alone? 

 
d. Elisha picked up Elijah’s cloak and went to the Jordan River. 

i. He cried out, “Where now is the LORD, the God of Elijah.” 
ii. And with the 50 prophets watching, he struck the water with the cloak 

1. And the river divided 
2. And he crossed over to the other side. 

iii. His ministry had a powerful impact on the nation of Israel and the 
nations beyond.  
 

 Never has society needed the church as it does today. 

 Never has the apparent difference between the church and the world been so small, 
and yet, even so, today more than ever the world is saying that the church is irrelevant 

 People all around us have given up on the church. They need a church that will again 
dare to step out in the power of God and bring them hope in God. 

 And to be that church, it must have people like Elisha that dare for more. 

 People that dare to say “Where now is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” 

 Never will it be more exciting, more rewarding to be that kind of church, that kind of 
person. 

 Can we be that church? 

 Can you be the one that dares for more?  
 


